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Thoughts to Ponder by Lisa Hatfield 

Greetings dear friends,   

I have a unique opportunity!  I get to say hello, how are you? to each and 

everyone of you, and that makes me smile.  My hope is that after you read 

this, you will find something to smile about and look forward to. 

So many things have changed in the last four months.  Out of concern for 

our own health and the health of others we have had to forego corporate 

worship.  While I was thinking of all the things I am missing, it occurred to me that I am not the only 

one feeling this way; however, there are lots of new things that help me look forward rather than 

backward. Now we can worship right in our own living room four times a week.  We have committees 

and small groups meeting via zoom where we can look at and speak to each other.  Looking ahead 

we will be able to have small groups meet outdoors on our beautiful grounds.  These are all good 

things that we did not have four months ago. 

Our Leadership Council has been meeting faithfully each week to plan ahead with step by step plans 

that will allow us to worship together down the road in a safe and meaningful way.  All these plans 

are made using guidelines from the CDC and our United Methodist leaders and Sarasota statistics.  

Eventually this dragon called Covid 19 will run out of fire, and we will be able to see all the faces we 

have been missing and have new and exciting ways to worship as we serve our Mighty God. 

My prayer is that as we speak to each other by phone, or in an email, or snail mail, or text message 

that we will not dwell on what we don’t have, but that we will encourage each other to be excited 

about the new doors to worship that God will open for us.  Our church is still here; we are still here, 

and our friends are still here.  Let’s just picture ourselves holding Jesus’ hand and smile as we walk 

with Him, looking forward and not behind. There are blessings just waiting for each of us if we will 

just hold on. 

Sending Christian love to each of you,   Lisa Hatfield 

 

Trinity Fresh Start Plans Continue to Move Forward 
  
Over the past month, the Trinity Leadership Council – a team of lay and staff leadership – has been 
meeting to discern our congregation’s path through the pandemic. Their work includes creating guide-
lines for keeping our congregation connected to God and each other, and reopening our campus. Their 
work recognizes the diversity of our congregational needs and the best information available from the 
annual conference, government, and healthcare professionals. 
  
Next Tuesday, the Leadership Council will finalize a “phased- in” plan to reopen the indoor spaces on 
our campus. (The outdoor spaces on our campus have been available for gatherings since June 15.) 
The phases are based on the downward trajectory of positive tests and confirmed cases of COVID-19 
in our county. 
  
The plan addresses indoor small group gatherings, meetings, the church office, and eventually worship. 
Copies of the plan will be emailed and mailed to the congregation following the meeting.   Lisa <>< 
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Conference Launches Yearlong Initiatives to Feed the Hungry 

By Joe Henderson | FLUMC  June 26, 2020 
 
The year 2020 will be remembered for the catastrophe of COVID-19 and the thousands of deaths it 
wrought across Florida and the nation. It is the year of economic collapse and the calamity that lost 
income has on families.   
 
And it will be a time when people everywhere were confronted by the horror of racial injustice, a 
plague that had been simmering for decades and now has erupted onto the streets. 
 
It can be overwhelming. 
 
But even in this trying time, people can also remember 2020 as the year The Florida Conference of 
the United Methodist Church stepped up across the state to be the hands and feet of Jesus. 
 
Under the leadership of Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, the Conference set a bold goal of provid-
ing three million meals in the next calendar year to those most in need. The initiative is 
called Fill the Table and the official rollout is scheduled for July 6. 
 
The aim is to engage 100,000 United Methodists throughout Florida to help provide food to individ-
uals and families facing devastation during this pandemic. This will be an interfaith effort – we are 
encouraging partnership with various community organizations as well. 
 
“There are simply massive human needs. Florida is a beautiful and prosperous state with a fragile 
safety net. We needed a tangible way to share with each other,” Bishop Carter said.  “God’s grace 
is sufficient, and sometimes there is even an abundance. But many enter now into a season of 
scarcity, and this was a way of connecting us." 
 
To accomplish the goal, the Bishop formed a 24-person task force of Conference leaders familiar 
with the problems faced by the needy. Many churches and organizations already provide food 
banks and other services, but the idea is to connect them all and engage others not currently in-
volved. 
 
That connection will help the Conference better measure both the impact of the services provided, 
but also determine if there is additional need. 
 
“Bishop Carter was asking what the appropriate response from the United Methodists would be to 
the coronavirus pandemic,” said Clarke Campbell-Evans of the Conference Office of Missional En-
gagement. “He engaged a lot of people and settled on serving meals to the most vulnerable, hun-
gry people because of the tremendous impact the pandemic has had in this state. 
 
Continued on next page 
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Florida Conference Initiatives to Feed the Hungry 

Continued from previous page  
 
“We want to celebrate that stellar work by churches who do that well, but also to invite others to step 
up into this powerful movement. Not only feeding hungry Floridians, but also as advocacy for justice 
ministries.” 
 
It was quickly apparent how personal this endeavor was for the participants. 
 
“I recall from childhood my parents cooking food and boxing groceries to take to my cousins living in 
a rent-controlled apartment in New York. I had never seen that done and when I questioned them, I 
was told that my uncle’s employment as a construction worker left them short on money during the 
winter months,” Justice Ministries Director Rev. Dr. Sharon Austin said. 
 
“These images were seared in my brain, and the years added the systemic and political issues asso-
ciated with hunger. Later, as a seminarian and throughout 40 years of ministry, I was repeatedly 
faced with nutrition-challenged families among the families of women I came to know as a prison 
chaplain.” 
 
For Molly McEntire of Missional Engagement, it’s a chance to discover new ways of helping those 
who need it most. 
 
“What has most opened my eyes is how much we can learn from each other and learn from organi-
zations in our community. I think about CROS ministries who serves such a vulnerable population. 
What would be the impact in Palm Beach county if they were not there?” she said. 
“What’s the impact if more of us walk along side of them, work with them or learn from them? What 
excites me is how much we will learn from ministries like them. We have to open our eyes to edu-
cate ourselves on the food insecurities in our own communities and our state. We are a conference 
that is passionate about serving our communities and this is another way we will be able to.” 
 
After consulting with food banks and other agencies, the task force settled on a formula to 
determine the program’s impact. A meal is equal to 1.2 pounds of food or a $2 donation. 
 
Some churches provide grocery store gift cards and those will count as well. 
 
Cooperation with organizations like the Trinity Café in Tampa also is a vital part of the outreach. 
Trinity serves the city’s homeless community and uses volunteers from various churches, including 
United Methodists, as servers and other helpers. Service at Trinity and others like it will count toward 
the overall goal. 
 
“Part of Bishop Carter’s reason for doing this is to get a laser-like focus on a particular issue,” Camp-
bell-Evans said. 
 
“He used a phrase that was very helpful. He said, ‘I’d really like for a thousand flowers to bloom.’ 
That means everyone will do it differently. Some will want hands-on on their property. Some will 
want to hand out grocery store gift cards. Some will hand out backpacks. It’s all about helping oth-
ers.” 
 
The experience Campbell-Evans had in one of his first ministry assignments stuck with him and has 
been a motivating factor in trying to help now. He was working as an urban minister for Miami when 
a woman named Martha Gardner asked him to visit a children’s summer ministry she operated. 
 
The church was in an area of Opa-Locka called the Triangle, a desperate place noted for its violence 
and drug problems. Police had established street barriers so people would have to drive slowly. 
Continued on page 8 
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Bible Reading Plan- Psalms by Theme 
We conclude the Psalms reading plan this month. Switch to the Summer in the 
Scriptures reading plan through the Gospels if you don’t have another Bible 
Reading Plan. 
  
June 28 – July 4 
Salvation          Psalms 3, 14, 121 
Thanksgiving    Psalms 75, 136 
Thanksgiving    Psalms 106 
Trust                 Psalms 31 
Trust                 Psalms 40, 56 

  
 

Summer in the Scriptures 

Bishop Ken Carter and I invite you to join 

us for a Summer in the Scriptures as we 

journey through all four Gospels! 

“Summer in the Scriptures” reading plan 
through the Gospels and Facebook 
group. Share your insights and gain inspi-
ration with others.  

www.facebook.com/groups/
GospelSummer 

There you’ll find video content, podcasts, 
and daily support for deepening in the 
mind, heart, and life of Jesus. I’m excited 
to provide the group with a prayer based 
on one of the readings each week. 

JULY READINGS 

July 1                     Mark 3 
July 2                     Mark 4 
July 3                     Mark 5 
July  4                    Mark 6 
July 5                     Mark 7 
July 6                     Mark 8 
July 7                   Mark 9 
July 8                 Mark 10 
July 9                 Mark 11 
July 10               Mark 12 
July 11               Mark 13 

July 12           Mark 14 
July 13           Mark 15 
July 14           Mark 16 
July 15           Luke 1 
July 16           Luke 2 
July 17           Luke 3 
July 18           Luke 4 
July 19           Luke 5 
July 20           Luke 6 
July 21           Luke 7 
July 22           Luke 8 

July 23           Luke 9 
July 24           Luke 10 
July 25           Luke 11 
July 26           Luke 12 
July 27           Luke 13 
July 28           Luke 14 
July 29           Luke 15 
July 30           Luke 16 
July 31           Luke 17 
August 1        Luke 18 

 

July 5 – July 11 
Victory                  Psalms 21, 76, 144 
Wisdom               Psalms 90, 111 
Wisdom               Psalms 107 
Worship               Psalms 33, 34 
Worship               Psalms 145 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/GospelSummer
http://www.facebook.com/groups/GospelSummer
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June 26, 2020 
 
Dear Florida Conference Churches and Clergy: 
Last Thursday we wrote to encourage and inform you as you make decisions in the midst of this 
ever-changing reality. We know there is stress and anxiety in having to rethink decisions as the 
pandemic continues.  Today, we write to inform and encourage you so you have the information 
you need to make safe decisions. We are learning and adapting alongside of you. Bishop 
Carter stated on May 28th that our guidance around returning to in-person worship could change 
as the number of cases began to increase.  
 
The latest information shows: 
Cases are rising exponentially in our state. The seven-day average of new cases is up 85% 

from the previous week (new seven-day average is 4,149) and the last two days have seen 
over 5,000 new cases each day (Breaking news as we send this says 8,942 more cases were 
reported today). The CDC and other health experts agree that this increase in cases 
is not simply connected to increased testing.  

 
Even though the increase in positive cases is among younger people, the spread of the virus is real 
and dangerous for all people, especially those with underlying health conditions. Yesterday, the 
CDC updated its list of people at risk.   

 
We encourage you to look at all the data including: the number of new cases, the infection rate, the 
positive test rate, the hospitalization rates, and the ICU bed capacity. We have learned that it is not 
wise to base guidance solely on ICU bed space availability. As one of our health consultants said, 
“Sadly, by the time ICU beds reach capacity the outbreak will be uncontrollable.”  

Based on this information we offer this updated guidance: 
This is not a time to relax any of our previously stated health guidelines, protocols, or FAQ. 

1. Virtual worship is the safest approach, and outdoor worship is encouraged over inside.  

2. Churches should consider delaying plans to return to in-person worship.  We know some of you 
have already pushed your return to in-person worship date back in response to the rise in cases, 
and others of you have met in person and are now returning to virtual-only worship. 
Wearing masks is essential when any group gathers together. We ask everyone to wear a mask 
and do not consider masks to be optional.    

We continue to honor the sense that there is not a "one-size-fits-all" approach for every church 
around the conference. Contexts are different as cases rise at different rates in different counties 
and zip codes.  

At the same time, your church is not the exception. We have had increased positive cases 
among clergy families, church staff, volunteers, preschool families, church members, and 
more. Some of these are connected to individuals who made exceptions to the protocols. Others 
are connected to the increased spread of the virus around us. 
 
We encourage you to continue your discussions with your local church teams. In your dis-
cussion, you and your leaders might refer back to the article Why Reopening a Church is Differ-
ent. (FLUMC.org) Although it was written a few weeks ago, a key point remains the same: “Our 
reopening plans are not about what is best for the management of our church, but what is best for 
the common good and greater community. This is not a time to focus primarily on what we may be 
sacrificing by not gathering, but how we are serving and loving all our neighbors by not gathering 
too soon.”  
  
The Peace of the Lord, 
Bishop Ken Carter and The Cabinet of the Florida Annual Conference 
 

Bishop Ken Carter letter to Churches in Florida 

https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!KMpkX871o97PXRFJkPtjLZoMtmArwKILrFkfbGNIzhRHPyGB09U76ukqM2mGK3iH0
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!JFD3B2T3LNmEZKVPnuDV0CF4FNkwVdp-dz8RxCUquKJDBaT3sOnpValrWrHfew5-0
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!HfY7FGePxBgdME5CTKLonl7-tUj7vUdQfAF9gLrv9Ei+luZ0PDbDVZgByxK1aoHyg
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!BE61kJZhRPsqnw+mCGNW4P4RnGkoCI+nvmJ5PRhZtJHJYRsr9YXCQ7d0yqfeSk3Ow
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!DSoSdbK1vuUVRwCGwrUmwQ9t6H6FYRwemNP7m0qA98V5BuhnT+lJ1QGuhj9KMqsQ0
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!DPmmBTfq+GrvQO0-zfY-SgIlHKAAP0+zNTL52w1kuK6tcdRSncsda2HVpjc-JMV00
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!LpkwVbB+byXgHeliUwM5yvbNLatrLeRt2iKyLwsSY4MMCOp4tkjIJXaVOSJs+kLt0
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!LpkwVbB+byXgHeliUwM5yvbNLatrLeRt2iKyLwsSY4MMCOp4tkjIJXaVOSJs+kLt0
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Talking About Race in Your Community 

Editor's Note: The following is an excerpt from a book and video study, Holding Up Your Corner: 
Talking About Race in Your Community by the Rev. F. Willis Johnson (Abingdon Press, Dec. 2016). 

I am a pastor in Ferguson, Missouri. And, like my colleagues and clergy friends, I know incidents 
of shootings and racial tension can leave us all frustrated and fearful. We want to talk, and then 
preach, but many of us don't know what to say. 
Here's some of what I've been hearing:  

"I feel helpless and lost in all this, like I'm far removed, but I don't want to be." 

"I want to be part of making change, not to just sit idle." 

"As a white pastor, what are my boundaries? What is off limits and what is not?" 

"How do we know if our 'constructive conversations' are helpful, or just more noise?" 

"I serve a small church in a rural, white community. I'm feeling called to do something here, but I 
need guidance to know where to start." 

"I'm concerned about the reality of fear and mistrust that my students are growing up into." (from a 
youth pastor) 

"I'm struggling with how to make this real for my people. They shake their heads and feel empathy, 
but they see no real need for action or change." 

My preacher friends are asking, "What can I — should I — tell our people?" It's a hard question. And 
not just for preachers. Truth is, we all have 'people,' those in our sphere of influence — neighbors, 
co-workers, friends, our children. What can we say to them? 

Take a look at Chapter 4 in the Book of Esther. The entire Jewish community is in a perilous 
place. People fear for their lives. Leaders are in disagreement and disarray. Finally, one leader, Mor-
decai, tells another, Esther, this is not the time to quibble, be quiet, or quit. "Maybe it was for a mo-
ment like this that you came to be part of the royal family" (Esther 4:14 CEB). Before we consider 
what to do, it's helpful to know what not to do. 

Don't Quibble. 
In the biblical story, Esther was going back and forth, not accomplishing anything. In a moment of 
crisis we realize that we no longer have time for debates, for arguing over slogans, over whose lives 
matter, over perceived failures in media coverage. We can no longer spend time disputing the fact 
that racism is in us, and is killing black men, women, and children. We can no longer 'other' each 
other to death, over more than just race. We don't have time to spend critiquing the individual lives 
and motives of victims or police officers or public officials. We have been "majoring in the minors," 
as Martin Luther King Jr said. 

Don't be Quiet. 
Esther scurries around, hoping to silently manipulate an outcome. It doesn't work. Our prayer vigils 
and moments of silence have become shallow, easy alternatives to actually using our voices as God 
calls us to do. We can no longer merely host and organize prayer vigils for reconciling that which we 
have never experienced. We can't keep preying on each other and then pray for forgiveness. We 
can't pray for God to do what we are unwilling to do ourselves. Quiet is safer, sure. A pastor friend in 
Nashville told me, "I'm learning to better engage in conversations about race. I know I will make 
blunders, but I won't be quiet any longer." 

Continued on next page 

http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/pastors-fight-racism-move-forward-after-ferguson
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-united-methodists-address-racism
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Talking About Race in Your Community 

Continued from previous page 
 
Don't Quit. 
"For a moment like this" translates as now. We can't sit around in our ashes, thinking the time to act 
has passed, or not yet arrived. It is not a singular time. It is always, every time. Anne Frank wrote, 
"How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world." 
So, the pressure is off! We no longer need to find the right time. It is always now. 

It is helpful to know what to do. Acknowledge that everything is not right, with ourselves first, and 
then with our systems and our world. Affirm one another's pain, understanding that it is real, and that 
the other's pain is also our own pain. Act in ways that bring healing and hope to those places of pain. 
Acknowledge that all is not right, and do it truthfully. 

Don't be afraid to say "I don't know." 
The Bible shows us how to get through life, but it rarely if ever answers why. Be transparent. If you 
don't know something for sure, say so. Don't make things up. Don't say things that sound good but 
have nothing behind them. Affirm that the pain — yours and mine — is real, and that it is connected. 

There's a scientific theory that illustrates this idea: quantum entanglement. "At the simplest level, the 
idea of entanglement is just the idea that two things that are separated in space can still be the 
same thing," says NPR Science Reporter Geoff Brumfiel. "You can have an object that exists in two 
different spaces and is still the same object." 

What has newly been discovered is that these particles within objects still remain connected even 
though they are physically apart — when one particle becomes excited, so does the other. What 
moves me, moves you. What hurts me, hurts you. What inspires me, inspires you. In affirming an-
other's pain, we affirm that we are entangled in it. When we become entangled, we are changed. 

Don't fail to listen. 
In order to affirm we must listen, and model listening for our people. Affirm that others' experiences 
are real, even if they are unreal to you. Emanuel Cleaver III, a pastor in Kansas City, expresses the 
conundrum of black parental and pastoral counseling. "If you are a black man and you are stopped 
by the police," he says, "here is what you do: Comply with everything they tell you and then pray 
they don't shoot you anyway." This is reality for millions of people. Make space, time, and place for 
listening and affirmation in your community. 

Pastor Traci Blackmon says "we must hold open a space for grief" for people to process their pain 
as part of community. I don't know what that will look like for you, but I believe you can figure it 
out. We are to ACT in ways that bring healing and hope. There is no escaping our responsibility. 
None of us are exempt, no matter our political bent or church setting or social location. No matter 
that we feel helpless and lost. Not knowing what to say or do is a shared experience, from pulpit to 
pew to parking lot. 

When a man asked Jesus to heal his son, he said, "I have faith," and then "help my lack of 
faith." (Mark 9:24 CEB) You can have faith and still wonder why or when. What's never in question is 
who. It is clear who needs to help, who will be the source of help and hope. That's Jesus, through 
us, by our action. 

What to do, exactly? 
Get out of the micro. Move to the macro. Preach grace. What can you do in your community to get 
everybody under the canopy of grace? What steps can you take to realign yourself and those in your 
influence with the fact that grace is real, unmerited, for all, for always? 

 

Continued next page 

 

http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/umtv-pastors-model-peace-after-ferguson
https://www.npr.org/2015/01/30/382453493/mirror-touch
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Talking About Race in Your Community 

Continued from page 7 

Be relational, move in, get closer to the points 
of pain. Talk with people you don't know. Get to 
know them and their reality. Now is not the time 
to sit back. 

Find ways to bind people together, to facilitate 
quantum entanglement in your community. 

Examine the civic structures and policies and 
systems that need to change. Work coopera-
tively and productively with others to change 
them. Examine the structures and policies and 
systems in your denominational connection that 
need to change. Work cooperatively and pro-
ductively with others to change them. Invite oth-
ers — your people — to join you in this work. 

Speak out and work proactively to change gun 
laws. No more quibbling, no more. 

Bring light and life. Every day, do things in your 
personal and public spaces to lift yourself and 
others up. Enjoy creation. Love life. Make joy. 
Don't stay in the heavy. Turn off the TV.  

Wherever we are, I pray we are holding up our 
corners, lifting hurting people to Jesus, lifting 
the hope of Jesus for others to see. Like the old 
hymn says, "if I be lifted up I'll draw all people 
unto me." 

*Johnson is the Senior Minister at Wellspring 
Church in Ferguson, MO, and author of the 
forthcoming book and video study, Holding Up 
Your Corner: Talking About Race in Your Com-
munity (Abingdon Press, Dec. 2016). 

Continued from page 3 
 
When Campbell-Evans stopped his car, a 
young man appeared and approached. He did-
n’t say a word, but he sniffed several times. 
“It took me a while to understand,” Campbell-
Evans said. “I said no, no, I’m looking for the 
United Methodist church. He didn’t say a word. 
He just nodded in the direction I should go.” 
 
At the church, there were bars on every win-
dow. About 20 or 25 children sat on the floor. 
They had paper bags with their names written 
on them. Their lunch was inside, and they had 
one with Clarke’s name too. He sat on the floor 
with them and shared a meal and listened to 
their stories. 
 
“To have a little outpost of God’s reign and 
sharing the abundant life of Jesus with these 
kids was incredibly impactful,” he said. 
The food, which in some cases might be the 
only meal that kids would have that day, was 
provided through donations from four local 
churches. Each church had a red pail set up for 
people to empty the coins from their pockets. 
 
“I can still hear the cacophony of coins hitting 
the pail,” Campbell-Evans said. 
 
A modest amount of money turned into a con-
temporary version of the biblical story about 
loaves and fishes. 
 
That’s what can happen with “Fill the Table.” 
Volunteers offering a little time can make a life-
changing difference to those most in need. 
 
"In reality, we are not re-inventing the wheel. 
We have very gifted and compassionate lead-
ers across our state, in urban and rural commu-
nities, who are already deeply involved in re-
sponding to hunger,” Bishop Carter said. 
 
“A part of what Fill the Table is about is con-
necting us and amplifying voices that cry out for 
persons experiencing hunger. The table is 
about hunger for food and the renewal of the 
church. Jesus meets us in the breaking of the 
bread." 
 
--Joe Henderson is News Content Editor for 
flumc.org 
 

Conference Initiatives to Feed the Hungry 

http://www.umc.org/resources/resources-about-race
http://www.umc.org/resources/resources-about-race
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/ways-united-methodists-can-take-a-stand-against-gun-violence
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/ways-united-methodists-can-take-a-stand-against-gun-violence
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/ways-to-keep-the-faith-when-the-world-seems-wicked
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/ways-to-keep-the-faith-when-the-world-seems-wicked
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United Methodist Women Summer News 

We all know we are in the midst of changed plans and an uncertain look of our future.   The UMW 
Executive Board continues to take care of Unit business mostly via email.  A separate UMW news-
letter was written and sent out to our 68 UMW members, keeping them up to date as to what our 
Unit is doing, and offered some good information and some inspiration in these challenging times.  
Portions of that newsletter is being shared with you here. 

Our UMW Purpose: The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through par-
ticipation in the global ministries of the church. 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE  IGNITED FOR JUSTICE 
This is UMW's 2020 theme...hoping United Methodist Women members will understand how the light 
of God reveals opportunities in and around us for service to and with others.  United Methodist Wom-
en is a creative, supportive community, especially in trying times like the COVID-19 health crisis. 
Here are some things YOU can do. 
-  Pick three UMW members to call, text, e-mail or send a note to, just to say hello. 
-  Pray for three other UMW members...specifically by name. 
-  Pray for our Unit as we prayerfully discern what our future gatherings will look like. 
-  Pray for Trinity as the leadership discerns when and how to possibly reopen our buildings. 
  
A major question on all our minds. How/when will we meet again as Circles or UMW Unit?  Persis 
Circle has met in May and June via Zoom and they still have hope they can coordinate the Operation 
Christmas Child shoe boxes ministry in October.  They are waiting to hear from Samaritan's purse 
how this might be done this year.    
 
I know some UMW members do not have the capability or desire in meeting via Zoom video meet-
ings.   Since both Ruth and Hannah Circles each have over 20 members, they are encouraged to be 
thinking of how to connect if large groups are still not allowed to gather in September or maybe even 
in to the Fall.   If they should decide to use video meetings, we could possibly as a unit make availa-
ble the equipment to members that need it to connect with us via video or emails. If you are interest-
ed let Sherrill know: srcmusic@verizon.net, 966-1209.   
 
Ladies, this is reality right now and please pray for discernment as to how we will meet and 
be in mission in the immediate future!  If you have ideas and suggestions, please share!    
 
Helpful Hint from Evelyn:  A number of friends have discovered that it is easy to lose hearing aids 
(and earrings) when removing face masks. So, please be cautious.  
 
COPA News: Carol Harris, Coordinator 
Connie Di Leo has been working with COPA leadership in the Dominican Republic via Zoom to 
make plans for reopening the COPA schools in the fall. God willing that may be Aug 24.  Dominican 
schools closed about the same time as here. Under these circumstances some volunteers from the 
UK returned home. This is the first time student cards for their sponsors could not be completed. 
Mail service has been unreliable. Please wait until September to send any correspondence to the 
child(ren) you sponsor.  The "lockdown" has been extended an additional two weeks in the DR. Lo-
cal cases of Coronavirus are increasing. La Hoya has quite a few positives with the death of a youth 
occurring last week.. This person had a history of kidney failure requiring dialysis. The good news is 
that God is in control and He listens to our prayers and responds to our needs! Please pray for the 
people of the DR, particularly those in COPA La Hoya and Bombita. The culture there is very social 
and many live in crowded and unsanitary conditions, making social distancing very challenging. 
Blessings, Carol 
 
 
UMW Summer News Continued on next page 

mailto:srcmusic@verizon.net
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United Methodist Women 

Thank you:   
UMW has received many thank you notes for our donations to the organizations on the April 28 Day 
of Giving (our money was doubled!), from Remnant Cafe (clothes, toiletries and gift card), and from 
Everyday Blessings (sponsoring one child for their summer camp.) 
 
Thank you Ruth Circle for paying for UMW to purchase this electric hot water pot. It will be nice to 
use once UMW can again host meetings or Tea parties!!! 
 
A big thank you to my UMW sisters in Christ!!  When I stop to think about how much the UMW 
means to me, I get goose bumps and my mind goes back to when I joined around 1968.  The meet-
ing that day was in the Mary Hill room and a dear lady named Mrs. Stanton sat me down after the 
meeting and said, “Janet, you have just joined the largest women's missionary group in the world, 
the WSCS.”  Women's Society of Christian Service was the then name of our UMW and as she listed 
all the many services the WSCS provided for women and children all over the world, I was shocked 
and impressed.  Today, I am humbled by the loving kindness you've shown me during my cancer 
journey.  There have been cards, phone calls, some visits (cut short by Covid-19), food, Zoom meet-
ings and online worship.  This year marks 70 years since I joined Trinity.  The pastors and saints of 
our Trinity have in a large part made me who I am today.  I'll be forever grateful!  - In His Great Love, 
Janet Headley 
 
I just wanted to say thank you again to all of my U.M.W. sisters for my amazing birthday surprise!! 
What a wonderful blessing. It meant the world to me to have all the support and love during my lump 
scare. But then you all topped it off with the birthday surprise of the year!!  All I can say is how grate-
ful I am to be a part of such a caring, kind group of Christian women. I love and appreciate each of 
you so very much! Thank you for being a part of my and my family's lives.  - Gennie 
 
 
Our Unit's Outreach for June: Remnant Cafe  Reflection from President Sherrill Carr 
I received a message from Tee Ormiston, Director of Care Ministry, about Remnant Cafe asking for 
help. The Board felt this definitely falls within UMW mission to serve women, children and youth.  
The founder serves the homeless in our immediate area at her church located next to the Post Office 
on Swift and Ashton – right in Trinity's back yard!  You can google Remnant's website to learn more 
about them, but here are the basics: 
 
Remnant Cafe is a homeless outreach of Remnant Church. The Cafe is open four days a week in 
the church for those that are currently experiencing homelessness. They can receive free coffee, 
freshly prepared meal, hot showers, clean clothes and a respite from the streets. It was founded by 
Tammy Burns, who has been involved in homeless ministry in Sarasota for 19 years. During that 
time, she learned that it is innately human to want someone to care about you. We believe that every 
person is created and loved by God and deserving of dignity and respect. Remnant Cafe relies on 
community partners to support the cafe by financially giving to the ministry, serving at the cafe, or 
donating clothing and food. We have had larger numbers of guests at the cafe due to the current cri-
sis and are in desperate need of items for women...clothing, underwear, toiletries, tampons.   
  
So your UMW Executive Board voted to spend $100 from our treasury to buy as many of the items 
as possible. Several Board members gave some additional $$ and some clothing to me.  So off to 
Walmart I went and bought women's jeans, shorts, deodorant, tampons, socks, underwear and a gift 
card that they could use toward food needed to serve in the cafe.   
 
Sat. June 6th I went to drop off the purchased items and the donated clothes to Remnant Cafe.  I 
have to share that this was a most humbling moment for me.  I drive up to the church and looks like 
a regular church on the front but as I drove around to the back...a very different scene greeted me.  
Lines of men and women, black, white, all races standing in line under the eaves to be out of the 
rain. They were waiting to get in for lunch.  As soon as I got out of my car to go look for Tammy, a 
very kind young black man came up to me and asked if I was looking for “Miss Tammy”.  How did he 
know?? Maybe I just looked out of place and maybe it was my SUV...I don't know.  But he invited me 
to follow him.   
Continued on next page 
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United Methodist Women 

Reading Program news:  
Evelyn Miller, Coordinator   
 
Read to learn?  Read to Escape?  Read to survive!  This year's UMW 
reading reports were due July 1

st
 but you can keep reading and use 

those books towards your next year's report.  Just check when the 
church office might be open to get to the “Big Blue Bookshelf” for more 
book – but you have to wear a mask if you come inside at the church 
buildings. 
 
A book that deals with current events is “So You Want to Talk About 
Race” by Ljeoma Oluo.  It surely made me think about a way forward. 
 
“A Linage of Grace, Five Stories of Unlikely Women Who Changed 
Eternity” by Francine Rivers is well worth downloading if you have a 

Kindle.  My neighbor lent me this very readable book about Tamar, Rehab, Ruth, Bathsheba and 
Mary.  What amazing women they were and now I really feel like I know them as women!   
 
Remember, due to the Pandemic you may include up to three appropriate books of your choosing.  
Perhaps you have Max Lucado or James Moore book on your shelf to reread??? 
 
Also this summer you can read about how UMW is engaging and mobilizing around the campaigns 
linked to our four social justice priorities: 
1. End Maternal Mortality (unitedmethodistwomen.org/mchealth) 
2. Interrupt the School-to-Prison Pipeline (unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice) 
3. Just Energy for All (unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice) 
4. A Living Wage for All (unitedmethodistwomen.org/living-wages)                                                                                                                                 

 

Continued from page 10 
In we went to their fellowship hall all set with tables and chairs and back 
to the kitchen with wonderful aromas of lunch almost ready!  There 
stood Tammy – a white woman my age with a beautiful smile.  I had 
spoken to her on the phone so once I introduced myself, her smile in-
creased.   She thanked me and told the young man to get a couple oth-
ers to come with her to unload my car. In minutes...they had the bags 
unloaded and they all said thank you numerous times and in my car I 
went and drove away. I refer to the colors of those who helped me in 
light of the current situations in our world.  I never felt afraid....I felt only 
kindness, appreciation and smiles from those standing in line and those 
helping me unload.  I did my best to show my kindness even though I 
had a mask on and many of them did not!   But I am just overwhelmed 
with gratitude for people like “Miss Tammy” who lets her light shine by 
loving these special neighbors - ALL are God's children and we are 
asked by Jesus to love our neighbor.   
 
Ladies, these “in need people” are right in our neighborhood...yet we often don't really see them.  Here 
is a church that is loving their homeless friends doing what they can .  I am so happy we were able to 
help in this small way with these items and perhaps can look at helping them in the future.  They al-
ways need supplies but they also need “skin in the game” volunteers to help serve or prepare the food.      
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New Outdoor Prayer Group 

Centering Prayer is a method of Christian medi-
tation, praying in silence, shaped by scripture, 
and abiding in Love. Newcomers are always 
welcome. 
  
Facilitators are Stephen and Christine Hoffman. 
Questions welcomed, 941-773-7008 (call or 
text) 
  
Stephen is a retired Clergy Member of Florida 
Conference UMC. Christine taught religious 
studies in Britain. They have facilitated groups 
for 14 years through Contemplative Outreach. 
They also facilitate a Zoom prayer group which 
meets Sunday 5-6 PM 

Looking for More Prayer? 

Morning Prayer with The Upper Room via 
Facebook Live, every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday at 12 noon. These guided prayer 
experiences are archived so you may also 
use them at your convenience if you miss it 
live. https://www.facebook.com/
UpperRoomCenter/ 

 

Do you need to talk to someone?  

We’re in the midst of waves of loss and trou-
ble due to the virus, the awakening to racial 
injustice, and growing economic needs. It 
makes sense if you’re struggling emotionally 
right now with stress, isolation, anxiety, an-
ger, or other reactions. 

 

Do you need to talk to someone? I or anoth-
er staff member are glad to meet with you 
by phone, zoom, or outdoors on our beauti-
ful church campus. If needed, we can meet 
with you outside your home.    

 

Would your group like to meet in per-
son? 

Karen is now scheduling groups to meet 
outside on our church property. 
(trinity@itrinity.org or 941-924-7756) When 
you call, be sure to ask for the guidelines. 
We’re fortunate to have so many beautiful, 
mature trees to gather under.   

The Serenity Prayer, by Reinhold Niebuhr (1951)   

 
God, give me grace to accept with serenity 
the things that cannot be changed, 
Courage to change the things 
which should be changed, 
and the Wisdom to distinguish 
the one from the other. 
 
Living one day at a time, 
Enjoying one moment at a time, 
Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace, 
Taking, as Jesus did, 
This sinful world as it is, 
Not as I would have it, 
Trusting that You will make all things right, 
If I surrender to Your will, 
So that I may be reasonably happy in this life, 
And supremely happy with You forever in the next. 

A Centering Prayer Group will begin meeting 
Friday mornings, 8-9 AM, beginning July 3rd in the 
shade on our beautiful campus. Bring your own 
chair and mask. 

https://www.facebook.com/UpperRoomCenter/
https://www.facebook.com/UpperRoomCenter/
mailto:trinity@itrinity.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reinhold_Niebuhr
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Do you need financial help? Children & Family Ministry 

Many folks are unemployed or underemployed 
due to the pandemic, including members of our 
congregation. Please contact Pastor Lisa if you 
need assistance. 
 
Here are some additional resources: 
 
1. Drive-thru Mobile Food Distributions: https://

www.allfaithsfoodbank.org/ 
 
2. Financial Assistance for rent and utilities:  
  https://211.gs-humanservices.org/ 
 
Foreclosure and eviction moratoriums are in ef-
fect until July 1, 2020*. The order suspends any 
mortgage cause of action and suspends any evic-
tion as it relates to non-payment of rent by resi-
dential tenants due to the COVID-19 emergency. 
The order does not relieve individuals from their 
obligation to make mortgage or rent payments.  
 

*update:  Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis extended the 
state's moratorium on evictions and mortgage 
foreclosures until Aug. 1 because of the corona-
virus pandemic. 

Finding Peace in an Anxious World 

New on the Spiritual Growth section of the Blue Bookshelf in Haley Hall, and recommended 
by national UMW, are 3 books (2 copies for each) on dealing with the unique challenges of 
our chaotic world today.  May your reading bring you a bit of peace and serenity.              
Blessings, Eveyln    

1. For little ones: A Children's Study, “Managing our Emotions” is full of ideas and conversation-
starters.   

2. For youth: “Managing Anxiety”.   
3. For adults: 'Finding Peace in an Anxious World” by Erin James-Brown with chapters on Serenity, 

Acceptance, Courage and Wisdom. 
 
FYI: Carol Harris and Sherrill Carr took the UMW Conference Online Mission Study 4 Wednesdays 
in June based on the book “Finding Peace in an Anxious World”. We hope to offer this study to our 
Unit in the future! 

We live in a world that is full of anxieties beyond our own personal challenges.  Whether it is from 
ongoing pressure to be increasingly efficient, hyper-productive and perfection-oriented, or from politi-
cal and social turmoil that seems to be uprooting or re-defining norms that have shaped our con-
sciousness, there seems to be no refuge for the spirit.  Even for those among us who might have the 
privilege to escape or ignore much of this inner and outer turmoil, our faith calls us back in to con-
tend with what these forces stir up. 
 
Dangerous peace is the danger of being too comfortable, perhaps almost disengaged.  We must act 
and live faithfully and even as we are uncertain of how or where to move, be inspired to take on the 
practices of peace - trust, discern, transform and act.— an excerpt from the UMW Mission Study 
Book "Finding Peace in an Anxious World."  

The following words from Richard Foster’s 

Celebration of Discipline remind us of the 

powerful potential we have as parents to help 

shape our children for all eternity: 

Your own children can and should be 
changed through your prayers. Pray for them 

in the daytime with their participation; pray for 
them at night when they are asleep. One de-
lightful approach is to go into the bedroom 
and lightly place your hands on the sleeping 
child. Ask Christ to flow through your hands 
healing every emotional trauma and hurt feel-
ing your child experienced that day. Fill him or 
her with the peace and joy of the Lord. You 
can perform a wonderful service by taking 
your children into your arms and blessing 
them. In the Bible parents brought their chil-
dren to Jesus not so he would play with them 

or even teach them, but so he would lay his 
hands on them and bless them (see Mark 
10:13-16). He has given you the ability to do 
the same. Blessed is the child who is blessed 
by adults who know how to bless! 

https://www.allfaithsfoodbank.org/
https://www.allfaithsfoodbank.org/
https://211.gs-humanservices.org/
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Finance and Stewardship 

Greetings from the Finance committee. 
 
I am happy to announce that we are holding our own with our giving and 
expenses through the first half of the year. we are a little bit behind but I 
guess that’s to be expected with what’s going on in the world. 
 
One great piece of news is that we now have an additional three families 
who have committed to online giving bringing our total to 42! 
To give online at www.iTrinity.org, Click the online giving button at the top 

of the page and follow the easy prompts. 

 
 
This month, we are publishing a graph that shows the budget of the church for 2020 and how the 
money is allocated. 
 
 Hopefully this will give you a comfort level as to how we are being careful stewards of your contribu-
tions in the church. 
 
Thank you so much for your ongoing support of Trinity as we navigate this new normal. 
 
All the best for a wonderful Fourth of July weekend have fun and be safe out there! 
 
Curt Eskew, Finance Chair 

Ships by Carroll Hatfield 

The globe and our nation have been overcome with hardships. Hardships of 

economy, hardships of health, hardships of culture and hardships of spirit. The 

grand focus is enormous. The local focus is the one we know. Our state, our 

county and city, our families, and our church are all impacted by multiple hard-

ships. 

As Christians, as Jesus followers, we are not immune to these difficult circum-

stances. We are all impacted economically, and in health, and in culture, and 

in spirit. As we address three hardships, I invite you to consider the ships of 

faith. 

Trinity United Methodist Church is not closed. We are the church and we are meeting and studying 

and praying. The ships of the church are the means we use to address these hardships. Our ships 

are the ships found in membership and fellowship, in worship and in stewardship. There are more. 

These four are the vessels that our faith and testimony sail on to demonstrate our devotion and ser-

vice to the One True Living God. 

As we navigate our way through these multiple hardships, use the ships of faith to guide yourself 

and our Trinity Church. Together we know our membership and fellowship along with our worship 

and stewardship will be used by God to steer us through. 

Blessings, Carroll Hatfield. 
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     PRAYERS….           

P r a y e r  P r o m p t o r s   

Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any  special prayer request. Your request will 
be relayed through 60 prayer partners.  Contact her by cell phone at 941/356-6943 or email 
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 
 

Please lift extra prayers for:   

Eddie Aguilera, Ken Beck, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Bob Booth, Ruby Cook, Jerry Countryman-Marshall, 

Louise Cowles, Char Craver, Becki Creighton, Octavia Cross, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey, Linda 

Easterday, John Ellsworth, Janet Headley, Brenda Lee Hickman, Bert Hooglander, Barbara 

Jackson, Linda Kistler, Gina and Luis Laborde, Maryalice McIntyre, Royce Miller, Kai Nash, Walt 

O’Loughlin, Bev Packer, George Pierce, Phyllis Pritchett, Ruby Ralston, Tamara Scarr, Barbara 

Smith, Evan Smith, Tonya Smith, Bob Starnes, Donna Starnes, Joan Utter, Bill Watson, Marilyn 

Williams, Ron Williams, Pat Woodyard. 
 

Our prayers are with  Dorothy Hopkins on the death of her husband, Russell 

Our prayers are with Janet and David Wyatt on the death of his sister, Judy 

Also please pray for our military family: Tanner Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan 
Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, 
Greg Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood. 

 

If you would like to be a part of the Trinity Prayer Warriors, contact Phyllispritchett@hotmail.com.  

If you would prefer a phone call over email, please contact Marg Maclaughlin. 

 

 

Together Online 

Sunday, July 5th, join Pastor Lisa and her family for a live streaming 

worship service from Warren Willis at 10 am with Communion. 

 

Together Online  

For Live Worship,  

Study, and Prayer 

 
Watch live or watch the recording at a time that’s best for 

you! 

 

Sunday Worship at 9:00AM and 10:30AM on Facebook Live and YouTube 

Facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota  

Music, Prayer, Preaching 

 

Wednesday Morning Devotions at 8:00AM on Facebook Live and YouTube 

Facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota  

Music, Scripture Discussion, Prayer 

 

Wednesday Evening Check-In at 7:00PM on Facebook Live 

Facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota  

Reflection Questions, Prayer Requests, Prayer 
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July Birthdays 

July Anniversaries 

Retirement Parade 

JoAnn Rall  7/2 

Bill Athas  7/3 

Roz Eskew  7/5 

Ashley Rader  7/7 

Taylor Rader  7/7 

Mary Raymond  7/7 

Adele Provence  7/8 

James Barnett  7/15 

Mathias Liller   7/15 

Russ Towery  7/15 

Gail Thornton  7/17 

Tee Ormiston  7/18 

Amy Towery  7/18 

Sally Wood  7/18 

Sue Hilliard  7/19 

Ruby Cook  7/20 

Pat Shive  7/20 

Val Ramirez 7/24 

Ronald Williams  7/25 

Laura Degrenia  7/25  

Linda Cipoletti   7/27 

Sam Cipoletti   7/28 

Donna Starnes  7/28 

John Ellsworth  7/29 

Joshua Rose Jr.  7/31 

Phil & Carol Harris  7/1 

Tom & Sandy Thayer  7/6 

Kenneth & Emily Beck  7/7 

Bert & Susi Hooglander   7/9 

Henry & Revella Lee   7/15 

Bill & Sylvia Elam  7/19 

Bill & Elizabeth Stiles  7/20 

Donn & Mary Raymond  7/27 

Diane Freestone & Tom Surprise   7/28 

Thank you everyone who 
came out for my retire-
ment parade to give well 
wishes.  It was good to 
see you and much fun!   

Thank you for all the 
cards and gifts I have re-
ceived as well.  I will miss 
the children greatly!  

- Pam Rader 

The Upper Room 

Are you missing reading the daily devotional    

The Upper Room?   

We have the July-August issue in the Church Of-

fice.  If you would like to receive a copy, just let 

the church office know, and we’ll be sure to get it 

to you.  The Upper Room Devotional Booklets are 

provided by Ruth Circle. 

941/94-7756 or email: Trinity@iTrinity.org 

We can also email you a PDF of the booklet.  

Thank you Mary Raymond, Carol and 

Phil Harris and friends for your continu-

ous work on the beautiful  landscaping 

improvements on Trinity Campus! 
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Trinity  

United Methodist Church 

4150 S. Shade Avenue 

Sarasota, FL 34231 

 

Tel:  941-924-7756 

Fax:  941-922-4986 

 

Email:  trinity@iTrinity.org 

 

www.iTrinity.org 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Closed Friday 

Pastor:  Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia 
Traditional Worship Director:  LaTerry Butler 
Contemporary Worship Director:  Trevor Pike 
Sound Board:  Mark Anthofer 
Care Ministry Director:  Tee Ormiston 
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery 
 

Nursery Coordinator:  Gennie Gyurica  
Preschool Director: Brooke Brayton 
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler 
Business Administration: Jack Hundley 
Secretary:  Karen Remfrey 
Custodian:  Dwayne Diggs 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church:  Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World 

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.   

Check out the Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.  

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.  

http://www.iTrinity.org

