
 

  

Vol. 8 Trinity United Methodist Church, Sarasota, FL     September 2020 

Fresh Start Update: We’re Moving to Phase 2! 
 
The COVID-19 statistics are trending down in our county, so our leadership approved moving 
to Phase 2 of our phased opening plan. 
  
PHASE 2 Began 8/25/2020 
A. The church office will reopen from 8 AM – 4 PM on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. 

·         If the office door is locked during office hours, please knock. 
·         Karen is now working part-time, as per her request. We’re looking to hire  
           another part-time employee to help with our online ministries.  

  
B. Groups of 10 or less who follow our Indoor Gathering Guidelines are welcome to meet in-
doors on campus. Our guidelines include mandatory social distancing and mask wearing. 

·         Please schedule your gathering in advance through the church office.   
  
C. Online worship/devotions, zoom meetings, and outdoor gatherings will continue. It remains 
safer to gather outdoors than indoors. 

  
When will we gather again in the sanctuary for worship? 
We will be in Phase 2 for at least two weeks. If the COVID statistics continue to drop, we 
would then move to Phase 3 for at least two weeks. If the COVID statistics continue to drop 
after that, we would move to Phase 4 which includes resuming indoor worship.  
  
So far, we've had no COVID cases due to a Trinity gathering.  
It's been a hard, holy sacrifice. We remain hopeful and grateful. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

It’s time to name the beautiful garden between Haley Hall 
and Heritage Hall. 
  
Choose one of the following names.  
These names were the most suggested. 
 
Garden of Hope 
Garden of Peace 
Glory Garden 
Hope Garden 
Peace Garden 
  
Cast your vote September 13 - 27 
Call or email the church office 
Or complete our online poll via Facebook 
  
The winning name will be announced Sunday, October 4 
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Conference Yearlong Initiatives to Feed the Hungry 

Fill the Table Food Drive 
Drop off the following items Saturday, September 19  
9:00 am - 10:30 am 
 
Drive through the Trinity Parking Lot  
Enter from Riverwood and exit on Shade 
 
Have the items in your back seat or trunk. 
 
Thanks for wearing a mask and practicing social dis-
tancing.  
 
Donations for our Partners at Church of the Palms 

peanut butter (no glass jars) 
boxes of cereal 
granola bars 
cereal  bars 
juice boxes 
fruit cups 
individual small meals, like tuna fish (anything that 
does not have to be refrigerated) 
crackers with peanut butter or cheese 
shelf-stable milk 
 
Donations for our Partners at Remnant Cafe 

travel size shampoo, conditioner, lotion 
deodorant 
razors 
new men's boxers 
new women’s small and medium underwear  
new socks 
new/gently used men's jeans, khakis, and shorts (waist 
30-36) 
new/gently used women’s jeans, shorts, casual pants 
(size 0-8)   
 
Frequently Asked Questions 

How do I volunteer? 
Send an email to trinity@itrinity.org and we'll be in 
touch. 
 
Can I drop off items early? 
Yes! Leave them at the parsonage before Saturday, 
9/19/2020. 
 
Can I donate money instead of stuff? 
Yes! We'll have donation baskets ready on Saturday, 
9/19/2020 or you can mail in a donation or give online.  
Please mark your donation clearly- Food Drive.  
Please make checks payable to Trinity UMC Sarasota.  

mailto:trinity@itrinity.org


 

3 

Fill the Table Ministry 

FOOD and CLOTHING MINISTRIES by Brenda Lee Hickman 

Saturday, August 8th, Trinity UMC held its first food and clothing drive in the 
parking lot under large tents.  This was our first church-wide event, titled Fill the 
Plate, held on our campus since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic.  36 Trinity 
volunteers collected food, clothing and toiletries, sorted and boxed our dona-
tions, loaded a truck and two vans and delivered the goods.  Totally, we donated 
$2380 along with 500 pounds of food and a van full of clothing and toiletries.  
Based on a specific formula, we collected enough food at the drive for 1,369 
meals which will feed 65 people three meals per day for one week.  What a great 
start for Trinity!!!  It was so good to see everyone and heart-warming to know 
that we are helping others.   

Bishop Carter of The Florida Conference launched an initiative in July 2020 
known as Fighting Food Insecurity in Florida.  The goal is to feed 3 million 
Floridians by September 2021.  37 million people in the U.S. struggle with hun-

ger and 11 million children live at risk of hunger. 

Locally, there are two wonderful, well established ministries very near our church.  Trinity UMC saw 
no need to reinvent the wheel, so we have partnered with both of them.  Below is a bit about both of 
these ministries. 

Church of the Palms Food Ministry:  Kathleen Robinette is the Food Service Coordinator.  She 
oversees all food functions on their church campus and runs the Food Pantry.  Kathleen has operat-
ed the Food Pantry for 8 years, but the Food Pantry program has served Sarasota for about 35-40 
years.  When Kathleen first started, the Food Pantry was serving approximately 25 people per day.  
Presently, Kathleen says that serving 200 people per day is “a walk in the park.”  The cause for the 
increased need for food is due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the loss of jobs, very limited daycare op-
portunities, and need for one parent to stay at home depending on the school situation. When the 
pandemic first began, upwards of 360 people per day were lining up in their parking lot adjacent to 
Lockwood Ridge Road. Presently, the number of people that show up daily varies.  She has capped 
the number of people at 250 people daily that they can serve without running out of food.  She sees 
new people daily and many repeat families. These people can come as often as needed.  Families 
with children often come daily. There is no criteria to be met for coming to the Food Pantry, just a 
need for food. The Food Pantry is open Monday thru Friday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm, except for the first 
and third Wednesdays when a produce pantry operates in the parking lot and is open to the public.  
The Food Pantry is also closed on the second and fourth Tuesdays when they serve only Veterans. 

The sources of their food comes from everywhere – independent trucker association, independent 
growers and aquafarms. They have received donations from the Farmer’s Market.  The majority of 
their food comes from All Faith’s Food Bank.  Because All Faith’s Food Bank purchases food by the 
truckload, they only charge Church of the Palms Food Pantry pennies on the dollar, by comparison to 
the Food Pantry making purchases by the caseload and having to pay more.  Local vendors give 
Kathleen discounted prices, too. Several local bakeries bake exclusively for the Food Pantry to keep 
their starter dough fresh and to compensate for their loss of businesses due to Covid-10 virus.  The 
only products that the Food Pantry will not accept are refrigerated and frozen foods. They do accept 
donations of canned goods, shelf-stable products, dry goods, cereals and kid-friendly items.  They 
have a family come in every week to package kid bags of cereals, granolas, drinks, etc. 

Of course the Food Pantry can always use volunteers.  Go to the Church of the Palms website and 
click on the page labeled SERVE. There is a specific number of workers for each station.  Do take 
note that it is hard work and some lifting. Example: bagging 200 loaves of bread each morning from 
8:00 to 10:00 am in time before opening. There are 3:00 to 5:00 pm and 5 :00 to 7:00 pm shifts dur-
ing the week for boxing can goods which is more gentle work.  If you are interested in volunteering, 
call Kathleen and discuss the variety of work needs available and how they meet your capabilities.  
941-924-1323 or krobinett@churchofthepalms.org   Trinity UMC is looking forward to this being the 
beginning of a long and meaningful relationship with Church of the Palms Food Pantry.  

Continued on page 12 

          

 

mailto:krobinett@churchofthepalms.org
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PRAYERS….           

P r a y e r  P r o m p t o r s   

Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any  special prayer request. Your request will 
be relayed through 60 prayer partners.  Contact her by cell phone at 941/356-6943 or email 
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 
 

Please lift extra prayers for:   

Ken Beck, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Ruby Cook, Jerry Countryman-Marshall, Louise Cowles, Char Craver, 

Becki Creighton, Octavia Cross, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey, Linda Easterday, John Ellsworth,    

Janet Headley, Brenda Lee Hickman, Gail Hoffman, Bert Hooglander, Barbara Jackson, Linda 

Kistler, Gina and Luis Laborde, Maryalice McIntyre, Royce Miller, Kai Nash, Walt O’Loughlin,       

Bev Packer, George Pierce, Phyllis Pritchett, Omer Quesnel, Ruby Ralston, Tamara Scarr,     

Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, Tonya Smith, Bob Starnes, Joan Utter, Bill Watson, Marilyn Williams, 

Ron Williams, Owen Woodyard, Pat Woodyard. 
 

Our prayers are with  the family and friends of Donna Starnes, who died on August 25, 2020 

Our prayers are with the family and friends of Beverly Campbell, who died on August 13, 2020 

Also please pray for our military family: Tanner Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Dylan 
Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, 
Greg Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood. 

 

If you would like to be a part of the Trinity Prayer Warriors, contact Phyllispritchett@hotmail.com.  

If you would prefer a phone call over email, please contact Marg Maclaughlin. 

 

 

Janet’s Love Gathering         
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Stewardship and Generosity Team 

Campaigns and Tumults  
During this political and social time of conflict and unrest, there is a loud, irritat-
ing level of anger and noise.  Rowdy crowds and pointed slogans yelled and 
thrown at others are unsettling.  Social unrest and political campaigns have be-
come aggressive. 

 

I say this for two reasons.  Recently when I was in the scriptures studying how 
Jesus called his disciples, I found that Matthew 4:18-20 was the scripture base 
for a hymn.  The words were written in 1852 by Cecil F. Alexander and the hymn 
is “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult.” 

 

I had to pause, because while I like vocabulary I was not sure of the word tumult.  
Tumult means a loud, rowdy crowd, an aggressive chaos of people.  Frequently I pray scripture and 
also pray the poetry of hymns.  God let me make a connection to being a Jesus follower and recogniz-
ing his call over the angry conflict of the campaigns mentioned above. 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church in Sarasota has a history and heritage of over 70 years of being called 
as Jesus followers to rise above the tumult of earthly chaos.  To support our diverse ministries from 
youth to seniors, from music to Bible study, from paying for electricity to salaries, we have campaigns 
to raise monies.  This stewardship supports our time and talent gifts.  This stewardship is arranged in a 
pledge campaign where we each get to commit to financially support Trinity through tithes and offer-
ings. 

 

At this time of year we also have a capital campaign to address major expense items, like replacing 
the air conditioning and updating the sound system. Please prayerfully commit to your offering pledge 
and know such giving can be done in cash, checks, electronic transfer and on-line digital giving. 

Answering Jeusu’ call over the tumult fuels the ministries of our church.   

 

Thank you. For Stewardship, Carroll Hatfield 

We all are in this together.  

However some are feeling the effects of three pandemics more than others. One is the Corona vi-
rus. One is the pandemic of cultural strife. The third is a financial pandemic. How can one who is 
impacted financially give tithes and offerings? Our faith moves us to give of our time in service and 
our talents in various ways. We must be creative in giving our money. If you shop and use a coupon 
consider the value of savings and instead of keeping that 50 cents or dollar, it could become an of-
fering. How about a rebate earned from smart shopping? How about the value saved in buy one get 
one free?  Those build up and become an offering you did not have before. These three ideas may 
cause you to think of three more. Support Trinity United Methodist every way you can .  

Thank you in advance.  Carroll Hatfield. 

Fresh Start Faith Pledge Campaign 
Starts Sunday 10/4 
Ends Sunday 10/25 
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Children and Family Ministry 

14 Essential Parables for Promise Kids and Parents 

The parables of Jesus are found mostly in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. They 

are stories with a point so important and so deeply spiritual that Jesus reminds us 

that both hearing and understanding can impact the outcome of our journey. 

Here are 14 parables that can transform “story time” into an event that will be dis-

cussed 10,000 years from now. The first two parables below offer some explanation 

from Jesus to his disciples afterwards, but most do not and therefore require addi-

tional prayer and the Spirit’s guidance to really grasp. 

Parable            Location 

The Sower                  Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 

The Weeds                     Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

The Unmerciful Servant       Matthew 18:23-34 

The Vineyard Workers       Matthew 20:1-16 

The Tenants              Matthew 21:33-44 

The Bags of Coins          Matthew 25:14-30 

The Sheep and the Goats      Matthew 25:31-46 

The Good Samaritan       Luke 10:30-37 

The Rich Fool             Luke 12:16-21 

The Great Banquet       Luke 14:16-24 

The Lost Son          Luke 15:11-32 

The Rich Man and Lazarus   Luke 16:19-31 

The Persistent Widow     Luke 18:1-8 

The Two Men at the Temple  Luke 18:9-14 

Children and youth often see and comprehend details that adults overlook. In fact, Jesus said, Un-
less you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. May 
God give us the humility and wisdom to discern these stories with eyes that really see and ears that 
truly hear so that when Jesus asks us, Have you understood all these things? – we can answer the 
same way the disciples did, with a certain Yes! 

Russ Towery, Director of Family Ministries 
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Music Ministry 

From Julie Faith, our guest Violinist on  
August 2, 2020 
 
This morning, while sitting outside on my settee with 
my cats,  I began praying to God and then decided 
to write it out and share my heart with you as well; 

 

I pray God, who is all power, light, love, creator and 
all sovereign, that in the re-setting of the world and 
our country, this time of reflection makes us strong-
er and allows us to come together with greater Sin-
gleness of heart.    

 

The world depends on America’s unity.  The world is 
praying for us.  Other nations depend on our favora-
ble position with you as a witness of Jesus.   They 
depend on us as we travel all over the world, to 
speak the good news of Jesus in the living breath-
ing word, in love and in actions.    

 

We are not only a nation who professes Yeshua, we 
go forth and demonstrate Your love to all the peo-
ples of the earth. 

 

You send missionaries from America to tell and 
show people who you are so they will believe, be 
healed, whole and saved. You send teachers, doc-
tors, and people of our churches who go where you 
send us to build stoves, dig wells, provide food and 
many other things that other nations either can’t or 
won’t provide their own people.    

 

I pray that out of the riches of your glory, our country 
provide for the poor in our country by providing jobs 
and provision for those who are unable to help 
themselves.  

 

I pray God that you save our people of America. 
Purge the corruption, lusts of the flesh, anger, 
greed, selfishness, and thoughtlessness from our 
people’s.  

 

Shine your bright light on the dark that exposes sin 
and brings us all to our knees in repentance and 
Thanksgiving that you are on the throne for all eter-
nity.  

 

Your word says:   “If MY people pray.... “;  we the 
People in Faith who Hope in Jesus Christ are your 
people.  I am your people, and I humbly pray you 
heal our land.    

 

In the Powerful name of Jesus,  I pray the people of 
our country unite as one nation under God, indivisi-
ble.  Amen. 

 

We so Appreciate Those Coming Forth 
as Our "Davids" and "Esthers"!  
 
Back in March, 2020 when the public school 
system along with many church congregations 
suspended regular gatherings of people result-
ing from the world-wide scare of the pandemic, 
there was an unspoken sense that this may 
very well be indefinite.  Church congregations 
who, at least, had their foot-in-the-door with a 
'live-streaming' presence on Facebook had 
somewhat of an advantage, as was the case 
here with Trinity, thanks to the foresight of Pas-
tor Lisa. 
 
Nonetheless, attempting to condense a music 
ministry that consisted of weekly preparations of 
multiple ensemble groups down to a song-
leader and an occasional instrumentalist/soloist 
while having similar ministry impact was, and is 
a rather tall order.  Add to that, with the CDC 
and other research bodies coming forth with the 
mandate that any singing by a group, ensemble 
or individual in any interior/enclosed space was 
tantamount to "sitting in a petri dish", then that 
activity had to cease, as well!  It brought the 
thought of what the Psalmist said at Psalm 
137:4..."How shall we sing the LORD'S song in 
a strange land?"   Very strange it was to attempt 
a worship service with no singing... 
 
In any event, God Is Good... After attempts to 
find a substitute for singing, wisdom directed to 
re-consult the original mandate, and therein 
was the answer.  There is much less a hazard 
by having singing done outside where most any 
breeze would immediately disperse any aerosol 
blooms and droplets proceeding forth from a 
singer's lungs.  Therefore, the answer was to 
have a Singer/Song-Leader stand outside of the 
Sanctuary doors in the courtyard and simply 
and safely sing into a microphone that would be 
picked up as if the singer was standing inside of 
the room.  This is where the Traditional Worship 
Service stands at present.  The on-going chal-
lenge is to build a bench of available Song-
Leaders who are willing to do their best to carry 
the entire portion of the sung service 
singularly with their voice.   
 
We are seeking "Davids" to combat this 
"Goliath"and, seeking "Esthers" to take a stand 
against this "Haman"!  "For Such A Time as 
This"!! 
LaTerry Butler, B.A., CAGO 
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United Methodist Women  

The  UMW Persis Circle is planning to continue the Operation Christmas Child mission project  in 
2020.  Due to all the circumstances, we are going fully online with this mission!  Through Samaritan's 
Purse and their website, we are able to "build our boxes" online.  Physical boxes will not be given out, 
no shopping required!! 
 

To "build a box", the cost is $25 per box, no extra fees!  If you would like to help us with this mission, 
you can send in your donation to the church via mail or online giving.  Please make checks out to Trini-
ty United Methodist Church and specify "OCC" or with online giving please check the box for OCC. We 
will do the rest! 
 
Collections for these funds will begin at the beginning of 
October through November 6, 2020.  Any funds received 
after November 6 will be deposited into the Operation 
Christmas Child account through the church to be used 
for a box in 2021. 
 
We look forward to your help in making children around the world smile in 2020! 
 

Pam Rader, Persis Circle Board Representative 

Finding Peace in an Anxious World: 
An Online four-part Spiritual Growth study sponsored by South West District United Methodist 
Women in September 2020. 
 
This pandemic has caused a great deal of anxiety. Many of our Units have been unable to meet and 
participate in a mission study. Our District Mission Study event which will take place in September will 
enable your unit to get invaluable material to uplift your spiritual growth and obtain mission study cred-
it. There is no cost for this District event other than purchasing the book. Register now for this event as 
there is a September 1st deadline. If someone in your unit has no computer/smart phone access, they 
could buddy up with someone who does and can watch together. In case they do, only one has to reg-
ister. Don't hesitate to contact Sherrill if you have any questions. 
 
Finding Peace in an Anxious World, the 2020 Spiritual Growth Study uses the book of Proverbs and 
“The Serenity Prayer” as a guide to help Christians find peace through scripture and spiritual disci-
plines so that we can be rooted in God and energized to live fully as Disciples of Christ. Our hope is 
that through this four session Mission Study we can address the tumultuous events of this summer and 
present a framework for how to approach a God who desires peace for the hearts of God’s people in 
times of anxiety. 
 

Session Dates: 
Tuesday September 15: Session 1 “Serenity” 
Thursday September 17: Session 2 “Acceptance” 
Tuesday September 22: Session 3 “Courage” 
Thursday September 24: Session 4 “Wisdom” 
 

Session Times: 6:15 pm pre-class chat, Main Sessions: 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
Advance Registration required by September 1st 
register paste in your browser: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkceitrD8vHtEVC9x3QfZnT7LSIfusd7La 
 
After registering, a Registration Confirmation email will be sent containing your CODED PER-
SONAL LINK TO THE ZOOM Study and other information. 
 

Please order the Required Class Text: "Finding Peace in an Anxious World" edited by Erin James-
Brown can be purchased at www.umwmissionresources.org for $10 plus shipping. Also available on 
Amazon Kindle for $5.95. This is a Zoom video conference-based study, with handouts, take home 
exercises, assigned reading, and online participation. Registration is required, and email will be used 
to distribute class materials. For any Unit having five members attend, this will meet the require-
ments for your unit Mission Study and one  of the Mission Today Unit criteria. To use Zoom Vid-
eo Conferencing: you will need a smart-phone with camera, or a tablet with camera/mic or computer 
with camera/mic - download the free Zoom Conferencing App for your particular devices. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkceitrD8vHtEVC9x3QfZnT7LSIfusd7La
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
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Staff Parish Relations Team 

What our staff has been doing during the pandemic 

Russell Towery – is Director of Children and Youth Ministries for Trinity UMC.  His children and 
youth range from age 4 through college. During these summer months of restricted worship due to 
the Covid-19 virus, Russell has started Family Worship for families with young children.  Five fami-
lies with their children (total of 20 participants) met in Trinity’s beautiful courtyard in July and August 
for prayer and worship.  They followed all the CDC guidelines of social distancing and wearing 
masks.  These services have been overwhelmingly successful and will continue in the future.  Bring-
ing ministry to where people live during this time has been important, including home deliveries of 
Easter egg baskets to our kids, children’s books to our pre-school students, congratulatory signs to 
our recent graduates, and even distanced visitations with neighborhood youth to check on them and 
their families. Your financial gifts continue to benefit the children and youth programs and will have a 
lasting impact on Trinity’s young people.  - Brenda Lee Hickman 

Karen Remfrey -  “It was a pleasant surprise during this pandemic to discover that most of my duties 
could be done from home. With an upgrade of my home PC and a crash course in "new" ideas; such 
as, uploading YouTube videos, scheduling Zoom meetings, chatting during livestreaming, I've been 
able to keep up with whatever needed to be done for the church office. With communications a priori-
ty, we published the monthly newsletter, The Acorn, on a timely basis while also sending out weekly 
Friday Five email updates. Except for the part of not being physically present in the Church office 
during the pandemic, my job has continued much the same.  Not having regular office hours has also 
created the ability to be available during non-business hours. I do hope that Trinity members and 
friends know that I am available by phone or email if they need me.  Not having the Church campus 
open for our usual activities has been so difficult for many of us.  Working outside those precious 
buildings has been a challenge but I'm so proud of how Trinity staff and lay members have adjusted 
and adapted during these unprecedented times.” - Diane Freestone 

Jack Hundley – serves as Trinity UMC’s Business Administrator.  He pays all the church bills, gener-
ates all payroll checks, handles all Conference forms, pays our apportionments, and he serves as 
financial advisor to the Trustees, Finance Committee and Preschool Board.  Jack has been with Trin-
ity UMC for a little over three years.  Jack has been responsible for getting the Payroll Protection 
Plan (PPP) for both the Church and Preschool.  This is a loan that has helped cover payroll during 
this Covid-19 virus period.  This plan is a forgivable loan that does not have to be paid back if all cri-
teria are met.  Thank you Jack for all your advice and assistance!!   - Brenda Lee Hickman 

Tee Ormiston -Tee and I met in the hour previous to the gathering of about 35 of our members who 
were caravanning with signs, smiles and balloons to cheer and support our much-loved Janet Head-
ley. I found that Tee wears many hats and though she is slated to work only part time, she spends 
many extra hours trying to meet the needs of our congregation. Have a problem? Just need a safe 
listening ear? Think others may judge you or not just not understand? Worried about the future, yours 
or a family member in particular? Tee has a listening ear for just you alone.  

Over a year ago, Tee says she felt a urgent need  (a God nudge perhaps!) to prepare our people for 
what might come ahead.  The feeling was so compelling that  “it gave me no peace”, she said.  Re-
member that was before the COVID virus, the economic/job loss situation, and the overwhelming 
feelings of loneliness and isolation generated by quarantining. For me this says, God will use us if we 
give him a just listen and chance. Compassion is the crying need of our time. 

Continued on page 10 

 

Trinity is blessed to have a committed and competent staff who is still working during this pandemic 
to keep our Church active and responsive to the needs of all of us. Over the next issues of The 
Acorn, we would like to spotlight these individuals and give you a better idea of what is happening 
throughTrinity even though we are not meeting in person.   
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Board of Trustees 

TRUSTEES REPORT  
It has been a long summer due to the virus and seems even longer without seeing 
all of you in worship on Sundays.  We will be back together soon!  That’s why we 
have continued to work hard and maintain our campus so we’ll be ready when we 
do return. 
 

We were finally able to sell 125 chairs that have been stored in our garage for 
years.  This freed up a lot of room in that garage and generated $350 for our Paint 
and Repair Fund. 
 

New LED lighting has been installed in our new courtyard as well as a light in front 
of Haley Hall on Haley Lane.  This should provide additional security at night for 
these two areas.   
 

We are receiving quotes for new bathroom windows for the parsonage, a long overdue project.  Ceil-
ing repair will eventually be done in two areas in the parsonage as well as an area in the Haley Hall 
foyer. 
 
The Riverwood sign has been renovated and cleaned.  It looks great now and we have Matt Stalo to 
thank for that. 
 

The trees in our parking lot and around the parsonage have been “raised” and cleaned out.  They 
look neater and are safer for those who meet and park in those areas.  Pastor Lisa and Ed are enjoy-
ing these improvements too. 
 

The sound booth in the sanctuary is almost done.  We need to install “finishing” on the outside and 
the lighting board has to be put in.  Also, new LED bulbs will be put in and all of the lights should be 
working when that’s done.  Some carpet repair is needed as well, including removal of a paint stain.  
We’ve experienced many delays with this project but are hopeful that it will be completed soon. 
 

We facilitated repairs on three A/C units for the office, Haley Hall, and the altar area of the sanctuary 
on August 25th.  We are grateful that these repairs were not high dollar items. 
 

Finally, our new courtyard has been kept in shape by volunteers and we are very grateful for that.  
We may have to budget for this maintenance next year if our volunteers are unable keep up with the 
weeding and trimming.  Recently, we lost a buttonwood tree in that courtyard as a result of an intense 
thunderstorm and winds.  The trustees will be considering replacing this $400 tree as soon as possi-
ble. 
 

As you can see, the Trustees’ work is never done.  I am truly blessed with a team of hard working, 
caring individuals who aren’t afraid of jumping in and getting the job completed.  Thank you, Trustees!  
Also, thanks to Jack Hundley, Trinity Business Administrator, who we constantly lean on for advice 
and expertise.     Dave Masterson, Chair - Trustees 

Continued from Page 9 

Since then our Trinity has instituted programs, CareNet for example, to checkup on our members at 
home. We have trained  (18 months of education) PrayerKeepers to offer ListeningCare and Prayer-
Care to all who ask. We have VigilCare for those near life’s final transition time and AfterCare for family 
and loved ones afterwards.  We are developing Living Compassion SRQ to make non-judgmental 
compassionate Listening Care available to the general public, Christians and others alike. There is 
such a need for people to talk and have a real conversation with a compassionate listener. The 5 
Wishes Program has been developed to assist each and everyone of us plan ahead how we leave this 
earth and help with the details. (I have done this and really found it quite liberating!) 

When asked how we, as a congregation, could help, Tee said please let us know what is happening 
and your needs early. Too often we are the last to know! Help is available to facilitate conversation 
through Facebook, Face-to-face calls, Facebook Messenger , etc. and even regular phone calls.  I too 
am still working on these! And don’t forget the Wednesday evening Live Facebook gatherings. 

There is much more that could be said about our special lady, Tee Ormiston. I love and respect her  a 
great deal.  After reminding her  “take care of herself too” , she agreed to try! In fact you may see her 
and her George biking and enjoying nature at Benderson Park. - Evelyn Miller  

Staff Parish Relations Team 
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Outdoor Centering Prayer Group 

 
“For God alone my soul waits in silence.” 
Psalm 62:1 
 
The “In the Shade” Centering Prayer Group has 
been meeting for two months now. We meet in 
the shade near Shade Avenue. We each bring 
our own chair and mask as we gather in a circle. 
So far, we have not been rained out. We meet 
from 8 to 9 AM.  
 
Centering Prayer is a way to pray in silence. We 
are grateful for all the hospitality we have expe-
rienced, and we appreciate being part of all the 
other prayer ministries of this loving community 
of faith. 

 
 If you would like 
to give it a try 
the circle is al-
ways expanda-
ble. Feel free to 
contact Stephen 
Hoffman at 941-
773-7008 (call/
text) with any 
questions. 

NO REGULAR Hannah or Ruth Circle meetings 
in September.  
 
UMW President Sherrill is planning to have 
some small group circle mini meetings sometime 
in mid to late September since small groups of 
10 or less are now allowed inside meetings in 
Heritage Hall as long as we follow the guide-
lines.  Circle members..... you will be contacted 
with more info about this possibility.   
 
Persis Circle meeting TBA 
 
UMW Board meeting is changed to Sept 14 at 
10:30 am via zoom or in person. 
 

UMW September Schedule FL Children’s Home  
Recognition Certificate  

New Wednesday Night Bible Study  
With Bishop Carter 

Wednesdays, September 9 – November 25 
Studying Matthew 18 - 28 

6 PM on the FLUMC Bible Study  
Facebook Page 

  
Click the link to join the Facebook group 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
flumcbiblestudy 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/flumcbiblestudy
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flumcbiblestudy
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Together Online 

Together Online  

For Live Worship, Study, and Prayer 

 
Watch live or watch the recording at a time that’s best 

for you! 

 

Sunday Worship at 9:00AM and 10:30AM on Face-

book Live and YouTube 

Facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota  

Music, Prayer, Preaching 

 

Wednesday Morning Devotions at 8:00AM on Facebook Live and YouTube 

Facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota  

Music, Scripture Discussion, Prayer 

 

 

Living Compassion SRQ.   Be sure to like and follow this page! 

We’re starting Living Compassion SRQ as a fresh expression to 

reach our Sarasota community in new places and new ways. Our 

goal is to change our community for the better through compassion-

ate conversation, awareness, and good works.   

Every Wednesday, 7 pm on Facebook 

Continued from page 3 

Remnant Café Homeless Outreach:  Remnant Café is a homeless outreach of the Remnant 
Church.  The Café is open four days a week in their church located on Ashton Road, adjacent to 
the U.S. Post Office at the corner of Swift and Ashton Roads.  The Café is open Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday 11:00 am to 4 :00 pm and Saturday 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. At the Café, folks in need 
can receive free coffee, freshly prepared meals, hot showers, clean clothes and respite from the 
streets.  The Café was founded by Tammy Burns, Director of Homeless Ministry.  Tammy has 
been involved in the homeless ministry in Sarasota for 19 years. During this time, Tammy has 
learned that it is innately human to want someone to care about you.  It is the desire of the Café 
workers to show each person that he/she is loved by them and more importantly, loved by God.  
The Café workers believe that every person is created and loved by God and are deserving of dig-
nity and respect. 

Remnant Cafe relies on community partners for donations of food and clothing and financial giving 
to this ministry.  The clothing and toiletries collected by Trinity UMC have been donated to Rem-
nant Café.  For more information, contact Tammy at tburns@remnantsrq.com.  Again, Trinity UMC 
is looking forward to a long and meaningful relationship with Remnant Café.  

Remnant Church is an independent, non-denominational church dedicated to helping people dis-
cover, surrender to and serve Jesus Christ.  They are not affiliated with any other Christian move-
ment, ministry or organization. 

Fill the Table Ministry 

https://www.facebook.com/Living-Compassion-SRQ-105898377878569/
mailto:tburns@remnantsrq.com
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September Birthdays 

September Anniversaries 

Praises! 

Fritz Sprenger 9/4 

Pat Birt 9/6 

Norma Fryer 9/8 

David Francisco 9/9 

Lisa Hatfield 9/9 

Tammy Barnett 9/12 

David Wyatt 9/14 

Alana Bush 9/15 

Brenda Lee Hickman 9/15 

George Alberici 9/16 

Bill Smith 9/16 

Linda Easterday 9/17 

Kathryn Logan 9/17 

Debbie Tippen 9/17 

Patty Leathers 9/20 

George Ormiston 9/20 

Paula McCullough 9/21 

Wendall Pritchett 9/22 

George Thornton 9/22 

Paula Neumeier 9/23 

Steve Mayers 9/24 

Steve Puhaly 9/24 

Lou Towery 9/24 

Mark Calmes 9/25 

Allie Demes 9/25 

Debra Martin 9/26 

Tonya Smith 9/27 

Christy Wilhelm 9/27 

Phillip Jorgensen 9/28 

George Hoskins 9/29 

Bert Hooglander 9/30 

Marsha Mayers 9/30 

Ian Bland & Becki Creighton  9/2 

Vinnie & Diane Nash 9/8 

Bill & Tonya Smith   9/22 

Leon & Wendy Newsome    9/24 

from Bev Packer: 

A sincere thank you to my Trinity friends for 

the prayers, calls and cards which I received 

over the past few months. I have greatly 

missed seeing everyone in church and hope 

all are staying well during this COVID-19 cri-

sis. My prayers are with you all. 

Has your contact information changed?  
If so please let us know so our records can be 
updated.  
 
Also, we are in the process of updating our 
emergency contact information.  If possible, 
please email to nancy@iTrinity.org or text to 941
-539-6284 the following information:  
Legal name (name you would use upon being 
admitted to a hospital or other facility 
Your email address and cell phone number if 
different from church records  
If you have a cell phone do you text? 
Emergency contact name, contact phone, rela-
tionship to you, and whether they use texting 
 
Nancy Smith, Membership Secretary  
nancy@iTrinity.org  

Membership Secretary 

Are you missing reading the daily devotional    

The Upper Room?   

We have the September-October issue in the 

Church Office.  If you would like to receive a 

copy, just let the church office know, and we’ll 

be sure to get it to you.  We can also email you 

a PDF of the booklet.  

The Upper Room Devotional Booklets are pro-

vided by Ruth Circle. 

Praise the Lord f 
or the  

safe delivery of 
Lilah Rose Milner 

Born 8/25/20  
at 3:21 pm 

7 lbs 5 oz, 21 in 
 

Congratulations 
Rebecca &Leon! 
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Trinity  

United Methodist Church 

4150 S. Shade Avenue 

Sarasota, FL 34231 

 

Tel:  941-924-7756 

Fax:  941-922-4986 

 

Email:  trinity@iTrinity.org 

 

www.iTrinity.org 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Closed Friday 

Pastor:  Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia 
Traditional Worship Director:  LaTerry Butler 
Contemporary Worship Director:  Trevor Pike 
Care Ministry Director:  Tee Ormiston 
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery 
Nursery Coordinator:  Gennie Gyurica  
 

Business Administration: Jack Hundley 
Secretary:  Karen Remfrey 
Custodian:  Dwayne Diggs 
Preschool Director: Brooke Brayton 
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church:  Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World 

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.   

Check out the Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.  

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.  

http://www.iTrinity.org

