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Making the Connection in 2017 
There’s an epidemic of loneliness in our culture. It creeps in quietly even though we are surrounded 
by phones and social media and hundreds of people and hundreds of things to do. More and more 
people are living alone. (1 in 3 over age 65) If you do live with others, increasing workloads and extra-
curricular activities can reduce your conversations to merely coordinating schedules and the details of 
running a household. 
 
Hold on to hope my friends, there’s Good News. Real relationships are the foundation of following 
Jesus. In Jesus we can develop a real relationship with God and real relationships with others.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:19-20 
“In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is mak-
ing his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”                            
 
We’re making great strides to be more intentional in developing real relationships here at Trinity. Here 
are a few of the Making the Connection Initiatives we’ve begun this year to help us live out this es-
sential calling to be Ambassadors for Christ Jesus our Lord: 
 
Connecting around food- Our first annual Snow Angel luncheon was a huge success with over 20 

in attendance. We’ve also started a monthly luncheon following worship for newer attenders. One 
month we invite a few folks from the 9am service and the next we invite folks from the 10:30am 
service. Back and forth. Our goal is to help our seasonal/newer attenders to feel more connected 
to each other and the many wonderful relationships made through the ministries here at Trinity. 

 
Connecting in the Courtyard- We’re better utilizing the sanctuary courtyard in order to offer more 

chances for conversation, information, and registration.  
 
Bridging the Generation Gap- We value being an intergenerational church. To help bridge the gen-

erational gap, we’re offering a generational communication workshop the first Sunday in May and 
a church-wide campaign called Pray for Me near the beginning of school in August or September. 
Mark your calendars. Make it a priority to attend and participate.  

 
How can I help now? 
 
Be sure to participate every Sunday in the Making the Connection Question of the day during wor-

ship. Get to know your pew neighbors. Exchange contact info so you can pray for one another 
and check in with each other when someone is missing.  

 
If you’re on Facebook, help those searching the web for a church to find us 

Be sure to “like” our church Facebook page, rate us, and leave a review.  
When you come to church for worship, be sure to “check in” on Facebook so your Facebook 

friends can see where you attend church and ask you about it.  
When we have a church event, be sure to share the Facebook event invitation on your feed and 

use it to personally invite your local friends.  
   

Start praying now for God to give you the courage and opportunity to invite an unchurched friend 
or family member to one of the many Holy Week events. Many persons are interested in at-
tending church at Easter. Nothing is as effective as a personal invitation. See insert for more info.  

 
It’s so exciting to see all that God is doing in our midst. Share the good news and help someone 
make the connection to Christ this Easter. – Lisa <>< 
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Rev. Connie DiLeo Sunday Greetings from Connie DiLeo 

Rev Connie Di Leo Sunday  

April 23rd Visit and Special Offering 

Trinity is fortunate to host our cove-

nant missionary Rev Connie Di Leo 

at both services on April 23rd.  She 

will be in the United States for a 

brief visit with family,  and to con-

nect with supporting churches in 

Florida.  Over the years we have 

enjoyed catching up with Connie 

and learning more about what God 

is doing in  the Dominican Republic. 

She will bring news from COPA , 

the church she pastors in La Hoya and the young 

adults who worship and serve there. 

In honor of Connie’s visit we will receive a 

special offering for our covenant to support 

Connie’s work.  Trinity has pledged to support 

Connie with our prayers and a $2500  gift annual-

ly. Please give generously. 

For those who would like to send a tangible gift 

with Connie, she has suggested colored pencils 

or kindergarten (fat) crayons for the COPA school. 

A container will be provided in the courtyard. 

Another Success Story  

Yaraidy is in her last year at 

the university where she is 

majoring in psychology. She, 

too, was a COPA student who 

went on to high school on a 

scholarship and then on to the 

university on her own. When 

her sponsors heard she was in 

the university, they decided to 

continue to sponsor her with 

her studies. She will be finish-

ing this year.  

Yaraidy has always been a very strong leader 

in the church as much as she could be since 

she was living in the capital four hours away. 

She sings, preaches, participates in the liturgi-

cal dance group and leads the youth. She has 

also worked with Young Life for many years. 

Now she feels a call to full time ministry and 

will be presented to the official church leaders 

to begin her journey towards being accepted 

into seminary with the next class. Praise the 

Lord! 

 

Florida United Methodist Children’s Home 

Florida United Methodist Children’s Home (FUMCH) 
 
Whatever happened to 5th Sunday offerings for FUMCH?  I’m sure many of you are asking this ques-
tion since it has been a tradition of our church for many years.  In an effort to limit the number of 
times we ask for money from our church family, we are dedicating one special offering each year to 
this very worthy cause.  This year the special offering will occur on Easter Sunday. 
 
Since 1908, the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home has provided stability, normalcy, and care 
to children who have experienced difficult circumstances, harmful or abusive relationships, trauma, 
or great loss.  Through their experiences at FUMCH, the children come to know the love and grace 
of Christ and begin to understand and experience the true meaning of Easter in their own lives.  The 
risen Jesus brings promise of resurrection, hope and a future for these lost and forgotten children. 
 
What better time than Easter to support FUMCH?  Their efforts are only possible through the gener-
osity of people like us.  Of course your donations are welcome at any time of the year, but we hope 
you will consider a generous gift on Easter Sunday, 4/16.  Watch for the special offering envelope in 
your bulletin. 

http://www.fumch.org/
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Making the Connection: Congregational Care 

Recycle those Christmas Cards 

We are collecting greeting cards of all kinds 

(Christmas, birthday, Valentines, etc.) both 

used and new for LOVELAND CENTER.  

Please put them in the designated basket  

under the missions bulletin board.  They are 

used by them in many ways. 
 

LOVELAND CENTER is a productive and 

safe place for adults with developmental disa-

bilities that focuses on offering individualized 

services.  Services which empower adults 

with developmental disabilities to make in-

formed decisions about their work, lifestyle 

and citizenship so that they may become 

more self-sufficient and interconnected with 

the community. 

 

Nancy Harter is coordinating this outreach. 

In Need of a Resource to Help You Through a Difficult Time? 

Are you or someone you know going through a difficult circumstance such as divorce, depression, 

financial stress, anxiety, or death of a loved one? Care Notes are topic related booklets which say 

the right words at the right time and make a healing difference in people’s lives. These booklets com-

municate God cares and is near no matter what situations you or your loved ones are facing.  

Care Notes are free and available whenever you need them.  Look for the display located beside the 

big screen TV in Haley Hall during the week, or in the courtyard on Sunday mornings.  New titles and 

topics are available on a regular basis.  

Looking for a specific topic and you can’t find it?  Please contact Tammy at 924-7756 or  

Tammy@itrinity.org   

 

Caring and Connecting 

So I give you a new command: Love each other deeply and fully. Remember the ways that I have 
loved you, and demonstrate your love for others in those same ways (John 13:34 VOICE) 
 
Questions to ask yourself: 
 What ways am I caring deeply and fully for others? 
 Do I look at caring and connecting within Christ’s church (Trinity) as someone else’s job? 
 
Here are some SIMPLE suggestions: 

If you notice someone is missing in Sunday morning worship….give them a phone call or send 
them a card 

If you recently learned that someone is ill or going through a difficult time…..arrange a visit, make 
a phone call, or send a card 

If you see someone new in worship…..take time to introduce yourself, let them know how glad 
you are to have them at Trinity. Remember: you were once a visitor 

Before taking your seat in the sanctuary on Sunday morning, spend some time out in the court-
yard having a conversation with someone new or someone that you do not know 

Invite someone to go over to Haley Hall to have coffee with you 
Reach out daily by making a phone call, sending a card, emailing or texting someone to simply 

encourage them.  
Get involved in a small group or consider volunteering. Contact the church office for ways to    

better connect.  Or contact Pastor Lisa or Tammy!   
 

Hospitalized or Upcoming Surgery/Procedure 

Don’t forget to let the church office know if you are in the hospital or have an upcoming proce-

dure.  We would love to pray for you as well as understand better how we can care for you! 

Reminder* if you are in the hospital, you will need to let the hospital staff know that you would like 

Trinity to be contacted. The hospital does not contact us unless YOU let them know to do so! 

For further help and information on this topic please contact Tammy 

 at the church office (941) 924-7756 or email Tammy@itrinity.org.  

mailto:Tammy@itrinity.org
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Trinity Children and Youth  
EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA 

Saturday, April 15 (9:00-11:00am) 
Egg hunt, bounce house, crafts, music, storytelling, and games. Email child’s name and 

age to trinity@itrinity.org before April 7 to register and save your spot!  

DAD & ME WEEKEND 
April 21-23, 2017  
Canoeing, archery, storytelling, and worship – you will go home with a renewed sense 
of God’s presence in your family’s life.  Email Russ@iTrinity.org for more info. 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 
Sunday Night, April 30 (6:00-7:45pm) 

Families with children & youth are invited to join us for a family-friendly movie on the 
big screen projector in Heritage Hall.  There will be popcorn, pizza, lemonade and     

water.  Bring a blanket or something comfy to sit on. 

PROMISE KIDS 
Sunday Mornings (9:00-10:15am) 
During the 9:00 service, children and Kids Team leaders head out to Heritage Hall for 
music, games, crafts, Bible Truths, Big Ideas and prayer. Parents can sign in at the back 
of the Sanctuary and sign out in Heritage Hall. 

YOUTH GROUP 
Friendships, faith, fun, & food upstairs in the Youth Room. 

Sunday Mornings (10:30-11:45am) & Wednesday Nights (6:30-7:45pm) 

PANCAKE FUNDRAISER 
Sunday, April 2 (9:00am-12:30pm) 
Please Note: In order that our young people can experience Communion fully with our 
church family every month, this will be our last Pancake Fundraiser on the First Sunday 
of the month; our next Pancake Day is scheduled for September 24, after students      
return from Summer Break. 

YOUTH SERVICE PROJECT 
Sunday, April 30 (10:30-11:45am) 

Putting together gifts of appreciation for the faculty and staff of Phillippi Shores. 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
Kids Chorus (Grades 1-12) 5:15-6:00pm  Mary Hill room 
Tutoring (Grades 1 – 5)  6:30-7:45pm  Upstairs Kids Room 
Youth Group (Grades 6 – 12) 6:30-7:45pm  Youth Room 

mailto:trinity@itrinity.org
mailto:Russ@iTrinity.org
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United Methodist Women New Evening Circle 
Thank you to all the people who helped with 
the March 25th Spiritual Growth District UMW 
event held here at Trinity.   Hosting 100 women 
took a lot work...but Trinity UMWomen are the 
best and great workers!  I am sincerely grateful 
for each and every one who helped! 
 
Always,  Sherrill Carr, UMW President 
 
April UMW meetings: 
UMW Board: Tuesday April 4th 9:30 am in Ha-
ley Hall  Board members please note...we will 
finish up the first half of the year's business at 
this meeting...so please make every effort to be 
present. 
 
Hannah Circle: Monday April 11th at 1 pm at 
Carol Harris' home. 
Ruth Circle: Tuesday April 12th at 9:30 am in 
Haley Hall 
Persis Circle: Tuesday April 12th at 7 pm in 
Wesley Room  (our newest evening circle - 
working women welcome!!!) 
 
Those circle members that have UMW Pink 
Binders...remember to bring them to the April 
meeting.  We have some updates to give you. 
 
Hannah & Ruth Circle...at their April meeting 
will be doing hands on outreach  "Baskets of 
Love" to go to Golden Links and other home-
bound friends. 
 
Also...time to think of someone to nominate for 
UMW's Special Mission Recognition for 
2017.  Does not have to be a UMW mem-
ber....just someone you feel does so much in 
missions for others.  Bring your suggestions to 
the April meetings.... 
 

Persis Circle..... Romans 16:12 

These words introduce us to a lady in the con-

gregation at Rome name Persis, whom Paul 

greets as a dear friend.  We know nothing 

about her apart from what Paul tells us.  He 

focuses on her Christian service and says that 

she has done so much work for the Lord.   

Persis, stands for and personifies so many 

people, chiefly women, who give humble and 

quiet service but whose names do not appear 

in the pages of Christian history or in Christian 

literature.  Yet to Paul she was important as a 

friend and worthy of commendation: 

 She promoted Christian friendship 

 She  pointed others to Jesus 

 She received the praise that she rightly 

deserved. 

All women welcome to attend our newly 

formed Evening UMWomen Circle.  Join us on 

Tuesday, April 11, 7 pm, in the Wesley Room. 

Questions?  Contact Pam Rader 

psrader@verizon.net 

Grace Across Generations 

Save the Date - Sunday, May 7th. 

Rev. Melissa Cooper will be preaching at both worship services that morning.  Melissa is an  

ordained United Methodist deacon , the Program Coordinator for the Life Enrichment Center, and 

Director of LECFamily, a ministry that includes intergenerational retreats and camps.  

  

In addition to preaching, Rev. Cooper will present a Intergenerational Workshop after worship.  

She has a passion for the present and future of the Church and loves helping to equip churches to 

expand and strengthen their ministries, especially around building intergenerational culture.  We’ll 

discuss ways to connect with others across generations, and utilize each of our generational 

strengths to enhance the relationships and ministries within our congregation and community. 
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Stewardship & Generosity Team 

We are excited to announce that you can now manage your giving online!  Giving online is easy 

and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online giving 

history from anywhere you have access to the internet.  Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.iTrinity.org 

2) Click on the Online Donation button, 

3) Click on the Create Profile button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your recurring 

contributions. 

 

OR YOU MAY Scan the QR code:   

 

5 Convenient Ways to Give & Partner at Trinity! 

Church 

Give in person at  

a weekend service 

 

Online 

Give online at 

 

www.iTrinity.org 

 

Text Message 

Text donation 

amount 

To 941-254-2498 

 

Mail 

Send a check to 

Trinity UMC 

4150 S. Shade Ave. 

Sarasota, FL 34231 

Mobile Giving (Phone App) 

Download phone app: 

Joyfully2UMC at App Store  

and select Trinity UMC 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi8-oCU8ezSAhXGwiYKHX9YBZMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iconfinder.com%2Ficons%2F329798%2Fanalytics_chart_computer_diagram_finance_graphic_infographic_seo_statisti
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwje29i38OzSAhVC4CYKHdAdBYcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Feserrano.com%2Flogos%2Fchurch-logo-design.htm&psig=AFQjCNGdq6edhRarbJp-PJ2WNYfAjsOk8A&ust=1490367121295592
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjB9Z6P8-zSAhVFMyYKHbXFDZ4QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2F58687f6249c30abab6b0a3269472c4a20efea048%2Fcell-phone-logo-clipart.html&b
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCv8y09uzSAhVPziYKHX65ApsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boisedarts.com%2F&bvm=bv.150475504,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEmyMY8LNclEigmVp0ikIf8Bqg2wA&ust=1490368647289939
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiI3o379uzSAhWMMSYKHRT4BJMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpixabay.com%2Fen%2Fmail-mailbox-letterbox-letter-156819%2F&bvm=bv.150475504,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEuk6Aa7P8OZq8Q46to
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2016 Operating Budget Deficit  
In 2016, we were projected to have a large operating budget deficit. Due to generous giving 
and frugal spending, our deficit was only $12,896. Miraculous! We were prepared to cover this 
from General Local Reserves. The unexpected expense of the paint and repair project in-
creased the amount which would need to come from General Local Reserves. A generous gift 
from the Lionel Nelson estate cut the total amount from General Local Reserves in half. Thanks 
be to God for providing so faithfully. Thanks be to God for glad, generous, and faithful givers, 
past and present.   
 
2017 Financial Update 
January-March 2017 

General Operating Funds Income             $154,505 
General Operating Funds Expenses         $129,266 
Net Income                                                $  25,239 
 
Our January-March expenses include a three payroll month in January and the pay-

ment of our annual insurance bill in February ($18,427). We are current on all our obligations, 
including our denominational mission giving through our apportionments.   

 
The cash flow of operating budget offerings varies depending on the time of year.  
 Some households give the same amount each week or each month. This includes house-

holds who have set up a regular reoccurring gift online. Thank you! 
 Some households give as they can or as they remember. Thank you! 
 Some households pay their yearly operating budget pledge all at once with one donation. 

Over $52,000 was donated already this year in this way. This helps us cover some large 
expenses which come in the beginning of each year, especially our insurance bill. Thank 
you!   

 
If we prorate the giving which comes only once a year into monthly giving, our income and ex-
pense looks like this: 
January-March 2017 Prorated  

General Operating Funds Income             $115,019 
General Operating Funds Expenses         $129,266 
Deficit                                                       -$  14,247 
 
For some, the simple income and expense report is helpful. For others, the prorated 

income and expense is helpful. Use whichever brings you encouragement, inspires generosity, 
and dispels fear. God is good and God provides. In the end, what is needed, and what we are 
so grateful for, are your consistent, cheerful offerings for the work of Christ.  

 
Proverbs 11:24-25  
Some give freely, yet grow all the richer; others withhold what is due, and only suffer 

want.  A generous person will be enriched, and one who gives water will get water. 

Finance Team 
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Board of Trustee Report 

How did we pay for the church paint and repair project?  

Last fall, the Trustees took on a large, needed project- painting and repairing the exterior of our 
church campus. It is important for us to have a beautiful, hospitable place to worship, fellowship, 
and grow. It is also important for us to protect the buildings themselves. Some of the walls were 
showing signs of compromise due to the age of the old paint job, some shrinkage, settling, leakage, 
rusting, and inadequate/poor caulking.  

Scott Paint provided a thorough scope of work for the project and several local companies bid to 
complete the project based on that same scope of work. The Trustees opted to use a paint product 
with a 10 year warranty. Scott Paint also inspected the prep work as it was being done in order to 
validate the warranty on the paint. This gives us the best protection for the dollars spent. The Trus-
tees are very pleased with the professionalism and completion of the project by Gulfside Painting.  

The project cost a total of $35,393, under the projected $40,000 budget. The project was paid for 
from several sources, 60% from estate gifts.  

 A portion came from the Armstrong Paint and Repair Fund, an estate gift to the congregation.  

 A portion came from the estate of Naomi O’Mahoney, an estate gift to the congregation.  

 A portion came from our yearly Endowment Fund dividend. This dividend can only be used for 
building related projects. The principle of the Endowment Fund remains untouched.  

 A portion came from General Local Reserves. In past years where we receive more offerings 
than we spend, we save for future projects. Some of that money is kept locally and some is sent 
to an interest bearing account in Lakeland. We spent local reserves and kept the reserves in 
Lakeland intact.          

Upcoming Trustee Projects 

The trustees are exploring the possibility of renovating the Sanctuary Courtyard, the space between 
the Sanctuary and Haley Hall. Our Sanctuary does not have an indoor lobby/gathering space, so 
the courtyard fulfills this function. On Sundays, many persons leave after worship without making 
their way into Haley Hall.  

A project of this size has a great deal to consider. Here are a few of the questions the Trustees are 
exploring:  

 How can we better utilize the Sanctuary Courtyard for making connections via conversations 
and registration for small groups, service projects, etc.?  

 How can it be more hospitable for first time attendees?  

 What would need to change in order to have a beautiful, welcoming, Florida friendly, and func-
tional space?  

 Do we need to consider an elevator to the 2
nd

 floor of the Warren Building to better utilize that 
space?  

 How much of the project would we contract and how much would we utilize volunteers?  

 What would be the best time of year for a project of this size and how would it be funded?  

You get the idea. It’s a big idea which would take a great deal of time to plan well. Thanks for pray-
ing for the trustees as they continue to explore the possibilities.       
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Staff Parish Relations Team 

On behalf of the Staff Parish Relations Committee,  

I am privileged to make two important announce-

ments. 

First, we are having a spe-

cial event on April 1st, from 

2 to 4 pm, to recognize and 

thank Shona Burtner for 23 

years of faithful, outstanding 

service as our church busi-

ness administrator. 

Over the years, Shona has 

done more than manage our 

church financial affairs.  

She's been invaluable in helping us recall important 

persons and events from our congregational history.   

For those who know, her office is located right next 

to Pastor Lisa.  Shona's door is always open to 

those who need a kind soul to listen, a wise soul to 

strategize with, or at times a mischievous soul to 

make people laugh.   

We will all miss her greatly and encourage you to 

help us give her an appropriate send-off she so  

richly deserves by sending cards or notes of thanks.   

I want to thank the SPR 

Committee for their due    

diligence in finding the right 

person to replace    Shona.  

As you get the opportunity, 

please welcome Jack    

Hundley as our new       

business administrator.  

Jack comes with tremendous experience, having 

served as a pastor, church planter, school head-

master, CFO and chaplain.  Jack had a finance and 

accounting background.  He has served abroad and 

served in the Air Force.  Jack is recently retired, and 

he and his wife live just south of us. 

Trinity is so grateful for all of the recent new hires 

over the last 2 years.  In the case of Shona and 

Jack, we are thankful to God for supplying us with 

such gifted and faithful leaders.   

Sam Cipoletti. Chair, SPR 

Picnic in Pahokee Park 

Picnic in the Pahokee Park along side Lake 

Okeechobee next to the dike built after the 

1929 hurricane swept OVER the City of       

Pahokee. 
 

Tour the city and our mission projects.  We will 

stop at the mass grave from the Great Hurri-

cane on the way back.   
 

Eli's can be another point of interest.  Eli's is a 

REAL cow-hunters' store with cow whips, hats, 

jeans, and all related items.  NOT a tourist at-

traction, a REAL cow-hunters' store.  
 

Pine Level is off to the side of where we travel 

over. It is the oldest CONTINUOUSLY used 

United Methodist Church in Florida with a fasci-

nating beginning. 
 

For those who have read "A TIME REMEM-

BERED" , the story takes place just north of the 

City of Okeechobee. 
 

Tentative agenda:   

7:30   Meet at Trinity 

8:00   Head 'um up, move 'um out 

10:30 Wee-wee break in Okeechobee  

11:15  Arrive in Pahokee for lunch in the park 

with program while you eat  (Fellowship hall is 

our emergency option in case of liquid sun-

shine.) 

1:00   Tour Pahokee by EXPERIENCED      

Pahokee missioners! 

2:30   Meet @ 1st UMC, Pahokee (potty break) 

3:00   Visit mass grave 

5:30   Return to Trinity UMC 

 

If you can drive, please car-pool with those 

who can't or to share the ride.   
 

Contact Hank for more information. 



 

10 

Easter Eggstravaganza 

Saturday, April 15th   

 9 am – 11 am 

Bring your basket for  

the Egg Hunt 

Games  *  Bounce House 

Craft Time  *  Music  *   

The Easter Story 

FREE EVENT  

with registration! 

Registration deadline: April 8th   

Thanks for helping us plan well  

for every child! 

Contact us by email at trinity@iTrinity.org 

or by phone at 941-924-7756 with the 

names and ages of your children along with 

the names of other families you would like 

to be grouped with for the hunt. 

Easter Lilies 

Lilies can be purchased to be placed in our 

sanctuary on Easter Sunday.  The plants 

are $9.00 each and can be bought in 
memory of, or in honor of, individuals.   

The deadline for orders is April 7.  Make 

checks payable to  Trinity and note on 

check “Easter Lilies.”  Place orders in offer-

ing plate or mail/bring them to the church 
office. 

Given By (Name):  

_________________________________ 

 Number of Plants ordered at $9 each:  

____________ 

(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE):  

 In memory of    /    In honor of  

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

I will pick up my Plant: ___   

I wish mine to be taken to someone who is 
homebound or in hospital: ____ 

Please pick up your Lilies after the 10:30 
am worship service on Easter Sunday.   

DAD & ME Weekend 

April 21 - 23, 2017 

Life Enrichment Center, Fruitland Park, FL 

Interactive worship, Family Devotions, Canoeing, Archery, Campfire and s’mores and much more. 

For costs and to register:  LECFamily.org    (352)787-0313 

DAD & ME Weekend 

mailto:trinity@iTrinity.org
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CONTINUOUS MISSION OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

 Empty inkjet cartridges to be recycled 

 Old eye glasses for Lion’s Club 

 Campbell’s labels for Redbird Mission and McCurdy School 

 Towels and Toiletries for Resurrection House 

 Cell phones for Soldiers - Please bring your old/unwanted cell to Haley Hall.   

 Greeting cards for Loveland Center 

 Aluminum Pull Tabs for The Shriners to purchase equipment for Children’s 

Hospitals 

There are places in Haley Hall for you to deposit these donated items. Thank you! 

Thank you Notes 

Ode To Trinity Sarasota 

My heart is filled with most thankful PRAISE 
For your prayers and love, these many 

days. 
The cards and visits lifted me up. 

Encouraging words filled my own cup. 
My friend Saint Paul says “do not worry, 

Tell it to God, feel peace, in a hurry.” 
Don’t give up, get up by the power, 

of the Holy Spirit, every hour. 
Each day gets a little bit better, 

Soon I’ll be fit, down to the letter. 
Many thanks for being there for me, 

My love to you all at Trinity 
JoAnn Rall 

CROP WALK 

Thank you to all who walked and/or contributed 
to the 2017 Crop Hunger Walk.  Team Trinity 
raised $2,170.00!  

Thank you for the many thoughts and prayers 

throughout the past 1-1/2 years as we chil-

dren were on an uncharted journey with Mom. 

She was a strong and valiant fighter until the 

end.  Thankyou to the staff for the shoulders 

to cryon and the flexibitility of my going bac 

and forth to Illinois. The love and prayers 

were overwhelming! -Pam Rader and family 

From Margot Stanton - 

I would like to thank everyone for helping 

with the newsletter last month.  It was the 

first time I was in charge and the help was 

very welcomed. 

Thank you to the Bereavement Committee 

for doing such a great job for the Willettte 

Memorial Service.  

A late “thank you:.... 

To Kagy Jewelers (corner of Bee Ridge 

and MacIntosh) for graciously giving their 

time to help determine the value of certain 

items when the need has arisen. If you are 

in the area or in the shop, please express 

our gratitude for their assistance. 

Shield-a-Badge 

Shield -a-Badge with Prayer is off and running! 
Thank you to all of the participants. To date, I 
have 54 badges distributed for prayer. Three new 
badge numbers have come in so if you missed 
out the first round I have a badge for you! Please 
email me at suzy3125@gmail.com, or look for 
me at church. 

- Sue Hilliard 

mailto:suzy3125@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_qc6V2_bSAhUF6CYKHVhQAocQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fexplore%2Fserving-others%2F&psig=AFQjCNEuHzHeXHoBhwwnY1c9mMmdbgwyqg&ust=1490704935968035
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Tri-M’s 

Tri-M’s is a group of folks associated with Trinity 

UMC who like to gather for fun, food and fellow-

ship usually on the third weekend of the month. 

For more information contract Phyllis: 
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 

ESOL 

English for Speakers of Other Languages has 
been moved from Wednesday nights to Sunday 
mornings, 9 am to 10 am in Haley Hall.  This will 
help me better provide classes.  PLEASE, dur-
ing the time between services, if you see an 
ESOL student, welcome them. Please ask 
THEM questions and ask THEM about their 
country, even if you know it all!  They need the 
practice speaking, not listening.  They listen to 
English all week!   
 
Reasons for changing  include having them IN 
CHURCH when we are, maybe at the second 
service, the fellowship which does not exist in 
European and Hispanic Countries as it does 
here.  All of you, Y'ALL, know that they are be-
ing taught "Cracker English", so hearing the var-
ious dialects and pronunciations from other 
parts of the US and Canada, is a valuable re-
source for them.   
 
ESOL is free, no registration, no books to buy, 
and no hands spanked if they are late to 
class!  :) 
Call me if you have questions.  342-4477 or  
809-7188 (when I find my phone). 

LEAD 

Leadership * Explorations * Development 

Planning for Missions Effectiveness 

A Hand-on Learning Session 

April 22, 2017 

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 

In Orlando, FL  

 

Information and to Register: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-for-

mission-effectiveness-tickets-32300563856 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-for-

mission-effectiveness-tickets-32300563856 

 

Truth Seekers Small Group continues their 
study of Psalm 91, God’s Shield of Protection 
and what this Psalm means for you. Matching 
workbooks now available. Cost less than $8. 
Everyone welcome to join on Sundays, 10:30 
am, Wesley Room. 

Agape Small Group continues a study on the 
Book of I Peter.  Revella Lee will be leading. 
Everyone welcome to join them every Sunday 
at 10:30am on Heritage Stage.  

Adult Small Group Studies 

Trinity 101 

Monday, April 3 at 6pm, 
in the church office 
 
The best place to start for questions 
about who Jesus is, what it means 
to follow him, and how we live that 
out here at Trinity Sarasota. Any 
question is a good question. Please 
register by Sunday, April 2 through 
the church office. Our time together 
will include a snack supper.   

How to Stay Connected 

Our Facebook page, Trinity United Methodist 
Church Sarasota is the best place for       
reminders, updates and the latest pictures. 

Whenever at Church, be sure to CHECK IN on 
Facebook to help your friends find our 
Church. 

Check out the Facebook page for Trinity Pre-
school Trinity Preschool Sarasota 

Visit our church website:  www.iTrinity.org for 
recordings of the Sunday messages, to 
make an offering, and other great info about 
Trinity UMC. 

http://www.iTrinity.org
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April Birthdays 
TGIW Dinners 

Every Wednesday at 6 pm. 

Cost is only your donation 

but we need to know if you 

are coming.  Sign up in 

Haley Hall, on Connect 

Card, or call church office 

before noon on Tuesday 

TGIWednesday 

April Anniversaries 

Driving And You CLASS 

DRIVING AND YOU 
Two informational classes will be offered on 
Wednesday evenings in Haley Hall on April 19 
& 26 immediately after the regularly scheduled 
dinner.  (These will start about 6:45 PM and 
end on later than 8:15 and meal attendance is 
not required.) Member Lee Moyer will be lead-
ing these "no selling" FYI's sessions.  
 
April 19- "Reducing the Costs of Driving"- 
 
Topics will include buying cars smarter, auto 
insurance coverages and their costs, maintain-
ing your car, improving gas mileage, and  other  
related topics which should provide tips for you 
to save money. 
 
April 26- "Saving Lives-Yours and Mine"-  
 
Topics will include a review of new car safety 
technology, a preventative look at our  
dangerous/high risk driving areas, how NOT to 
get a ticket especially at photo-enforced lights, 
as well as other safety related issues including 
how to form a driving partnership with the per-
son in your co-pilot's seat. 

Marilyn Tranbarger    4/1     

Stephen Cook 4/6 

Gordon Klee  4/6  

Ginny Lints  4/8  

Beverley Campbell  4/9  

Roy Cowles    4/10  

Sandy Thayer  4/10  

Scott Thirion    4/10 

Chloe Thirion   4/11  

Pam Pierce   4/13  

Tom Thayer   4/13 

Wesley Newsome   4/14 

Emma Odenweller  4/16 

Leon Milner   4/17 

Charlyne Craver 4/18 

Barney Demes    4/18 

Nancy Smith 4/19 

Ruby Welsh   4/19 

Marilyn Williams  4/19 

Jeanne Jenkins   4/22 

Jan Robertson   4/22 

Daniel Miller   4/23 

Brenda Moore  4/23  

Alison Selzler 4/23 

Hal Stanton Jr.   4/24  

Natasha Lunsford   4/25  

Henry Lunsford   4/26 

Ed Degrenia 4/27  

Barbara Jackson   4/27  

Addisyn Schweid   4/27 

Henry Lee    4/27  

Trent & Pam Rader   4/2 

Ray & Joanna Garriott  4/7 

Don & Janet Waldron  4/12 

David & Susan Francisco 4/13 

Jon & Yvonne Hale  4/24 

Russell & Dorothy  4/30 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwih9LTz_LjKAhVGJiYKHRw3D6MQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.justporsh.com%2F2014_02_01_archive.html&psig=AFQjCNEWX1TS86fm5MPZsA8DQyJ46w87FA&ust=1453399366200001
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P r a y e r  P r o m p t o r s   
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett with any  special prayer request. Your request will 
be relayed through 60 prayer partners.  Contact her by cell phone at 356-6943 or email 
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 
 
Please lift extra prayers for:   Eddie Aguilera, Enos Allen, Ken Beck, Jane Becker, Arlaine Bower, 

Bobbie Bruce, Sherrill Carr, Helen Cihlar, Tony Colton, Barbara Ellsworth, John Ellsworth, Roz 

Eskew, Tom Evans, Bert Hooglander, Ben Hopkin, Dorothy Kendig, Susan Keyser, Helen Krotec, 

Luis Laborde, Maryalice McIntyre, Rob Purser, Joann Rall, Ken Smith, Debbie Utter, Joan Utter, 

Glenn Wood, Sally Wood, Pat Woodyard 

Also please pray for our military family:  Justin Chivas, Ed Degrenia, Kevin Gifford, Tanner 

Holly,  Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, Greg Sutton, 

John Turley, Aaron Utter, Dylan Youngblood. 

If you know someone you would like on the Acorn prayer list, or if you wish to be removed, call the 
church office at 924-7756 or email phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 

     PRAYERS….           

Serving in April 

HOW CAN I SERVE…..    

Serve Communion? (9 am or 10:30 am);  

Bring in the Cross? (10:30 am);  

Give Announcements? (9am or 10:30 am); 
Hand out Bulletins? Coffee Hour Host?  

Greet or Welcome Center.....    

Put a note on your Communication Card.   
We will put you in touch with someone who 
will train you. 

 

April 2: 
9:00 am:    Mark and Margie Aukland 
   Welcome Center: needed 
10:30 am:  Diane Freestone, Tom Surprise 
   Welcome Center: Becky Carlin 
 

April 9: 
9:00 am:    Mark and Julie Calmes 
   Welcome Center: needed 
10:30 am:  Marilyn Williams, Ethel Paki 
   Welcome Center: Barbara Hunt 
 

April 16:  Easter Sunday   
9:00 am:   Patty Leathers and George Hoskins 
   Welcome Center: 
10:30 am: Diane Freestone, Tom Surprise 
   Welcome Center: Steve and Jane Cook 
 

April 23: 
9:00 am:  Don and Ginny Lints 
   Welcome Center 
10:30 am:  Pru Beishline, Margot Stanton 
   Welcome Center: Ethel Paki 
 

April 30: 
9:00 am:  Mary Raymond, Rhonda Puhaly 
   Welcome Center 
10:30 am:  Diane Freestone, Tom Surprise 
   Welcome Center: Marilyn Williams 

Communion  Preparation: 

9 am Service:  Mary Raymond 

10:30 am: Marilyn Williams, Becki Carlin 

April Liturgist:  Owen Woodyard   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=GVk0sXDhbssywM&tbnid=uExpYEENXRHMMM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shilohbaptistchurches.com%2Fgreetersministry.php&ei=fDgXVM3KKum58QH47oDwBA&bvm=bv.75097201,d.cGU&
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlh_K-3fbSAhXLLSYKHfB8AVMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.temeculaumc.com%2FUnited_Methodists_And_Communion.cfm&bvm=bv.150729734,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFOkPbwEkmEjOH59Ht-A7k
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Every Sunday:  
9:00 am & 10:30 am 

Worship  

 

9:00 am & 10:30 am 
Adult Small Groups  

 

Nursery Hours 
9 -11:30 a.m. 

 

Promise Kids 
9 - 10:30 a.m. 

 

Youth Group 10:30 am 
 

ESOL 9 am  

Every Monday:   

 

6:00  am  

Breakfast Group 

at Dennys 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Every Tuesday 
 

 

9:00 am 
Trinity Vocal Band 

 
 

10:15 am  

Program Staff 

 
 

Every Wednesday:  
8:00 am: 40 minutes of hymns, 

a devotion and  communion   
8:45 am GlorYoga 

11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study 
and Soup lunch in Haley  
4:45 pm Bible Buddies 
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus 
6 pm TGIW  Dinner  
6:30 pm Tutoring 

6:30 pm Youth Group 
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal 

7 pm Wascally Wesleyans  
7 pm Owen’s Video Group 

Every Thursday:  
 

9:00 am 

Sanctuary Team 
 

10:00 am Al Anon, 

Mary Hill Room 

 

2pm Daniel Plan 

 

 

6:30 pm  

Chancel Choir   

Every Friday:   

8:00 am 

Breakfast 

Group at Tasty 

Home Cookin’ 
 

11am Book 

Study at  

Der Dutchman 

Sun Porch  

 

Church Office 

Closed  

(Other weekly 

small groups  

available -  

 

iTrinity.org 

 

for more  

information.) 

 
 
 
 
 

2  Communion 

Youth serving Pancakes 
9:00 am XClaim!  
   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am   

   Traditional  Worship 

3 
 
 
 
6 pm 
Trinity 101 
Conference Rm 
 
5 - 9 pm 
School Readi-
ness Coalition, 
Haley Hall 

4 
9:30 am 

UMW 

Executive Board 

 
 
 
6pm  
Board of Trustees 

5  8 am Communion  
8:45 am GlorYoga 
11 am Pastor’s Bible Study 
and Soup lunch in Haley  
4:45 pm Bible Buddies 
5L15 pm Kidz Chorus 
6 pm TGIW  Dinner  
6:30 pm Tutoring 
6:30 pm Youth Group 
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal 
7 pm Wascally Wesleyans   
7 pm Owen’s Video Group 

6 

 

 

 

7 
 
 
 

1 9:30 am 
Choir 
 
2 pm High 
Tea with 
Shona 
 
 
 8   9:30 am 
Choir Easter 
Music      
Rehearsal 

9 
PALM SUNDAY 
9:00 am XClaim!  
   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am   

   Traditional  Worship 

10:30 Youth Group 

 

10 
 
1 pm 
Hannah Circle at 
Harris’s  

11 
 
9:30 Ruth Circle 
Haley Hall 
 
 
7 pm Persis Circle, 
Wesley Room  
 

12  8:00 am Communion  
8:45 am GlorYoga 
11 am Pastor’s Bible Study 
and Soup lunch in Haley  
4:45 pm Bible Buddies 
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus 
No TGIW  Dinner  
6:30 pm Tutoring 
6:s0 pm Youth Group 
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal 
7 pm Wascally Wesleyans  
7 pm Owen’s Video Group 

13 
 
Holy Thursday 

Services 

4 pm and 6 pm 

Upper Room 

(Heritage Stage) 

14 
Good Friday 
 
Stations of the 
Cross, Main 
Street Sarasota 
 
 
 

15  9 am 
Easter Egg-
stravaganza 
 
11 am Choir 
Easter Music 
Rehearsal 
 

16 EASTER 

 

7:00 am SunRise Service,       

parking lot 

9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19  8:00 am Communion  
8:45 am GlorYoga 
11 am Pastor’s Bible Study 
and Soup lunch in Haley  
4:45 pm Bible Buddies 
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus 
6 pm  TGIW  Dinner  
6:30 pm Tutoring 
6:30 pm Youth Group 
7 pm Driving Class by Lee 
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal 
7 pm Wascally Wesleyans  
7 pm Owen’s Video Group 

20 
 
1 -3 pm 
PreSchool 

Trike-A-Thon  

 

2 pm 

Sunnyside  

Communion 

21 

 
22 
 
7:30 am - 
5:30 pm 
Picnic in 
Pahokee 

23 Connie DiLeo here 

 

9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

10:30 am Youth Group 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

25 
 
9:30 am 
Arts & Crafts 
Group 
 
 

26 8:00 am Communion  
8:45 am GlorYoga 
11 am Pastor’s Bible Study 
and Soup lunch in Haley  
12:30 pm Acorn Published 
4:45 pm Bible Buddies 
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus 
6 pm  TGIW  Dinner  
6:30 pm Tutoring 
6:30 pm Youth Group 
7 pm Driving Class by Lee 
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal 
7 pm Wascally Wesleyans  
7 pm Owen’s Video Group 

27 

 
 
 

 

 

28 29 
 
 

30 Rini Hernandez  here 
 
9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

10:30 am Youth Service          

Project 

6 pm Family Movie Night 

      

April 2017 

Dad & Me Weekend 
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Trinity  

United Methodist Church 

4150 S. Shade Avenue 

Sarasota, FL 34231 

 

Tel:  941-924-7756 

Fax:  941-922-4986 

 

Email:  trinity@iTrinity.org 

 

www.iTrinity.org 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Closed Friday 

Pastor:  Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia 
Traditional Worship Director:  LaTerry Butler 
Director of X-Claim!:  Jan Potter 
Director Congregational Care:  Tammy Barnett 
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery 
Nursery Coordinator:  Gennie Gyurica  

Sound Board Operator:  Sean Hamilton  
Preschool Director: Pam Rader 
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler 
Business Administration: Jack Hundley 
Secretary:  Karen Remfrey 
Custodial Staff:  Barbara Smith,  Dwayne Diggs 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church:  Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World 

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page, is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.   

Check out the new Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.  

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.  

http://www.iTrinity.org

