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Trinity United Methodist Church, Sarasota, FL

January, 2017

The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. – Psalm 126:3
It’s that time when we pause to look back on the blessings of this past year here at Trinity.
Our 2016 goal was to focus on two portions of our mission strategy: Connecting and Reaching. Both involve genuine hospitality- helping people to feel at home, that they are valued and wanted, that they are
safe and cared for. We have neighbors worship with us every week, but we haven’t had an intentional plan
for helping them to make friends within the congregation, for finding a great small group, for discovering
their calling in God’s movement to save the world.
We made some progress in this area. Tammy Barnett, our Director of Congregational Care, brought a team
together for a thorough membership audit, for Visitation Team formation and training, for the creation of a
master list of congregational time/talents, and established a new prayer request distribution system via automated phone calls.
What we didn’t foresee this year was the large amount of infrastructure which would need our attention. It’s
like the point in a home renovation when you have to stop to fix an unexpected electrical problem. It is work
you won’t always see, unlike a new floor or room addition, yet it is critically important work.
Our infrastructure work this year included the following:
New Bibles/Song books in Sanctuary
Rear Projection System in Sanctuary
New Christian Curriculum for the Preschool
Defining our Six Sarasota Passion Projects
Office and Hall renovation
New duct work and air handler for the office
Playground renovation
New Lighting in Heritage Hall
New Lighting in the Parking Lot and Playground
New chairs for Wesley Room
New Tinting for Sanctuary Doors
Defining our Church Vision Statement
Staff Job Descriptions
New electronic giving options- phone and web
Reestablishing an Evaluation Process for Staff
Painting and Repair of the entire exterior of the church
Hiring Five New Staff Members – Russ, Dwayne, Tammy, Sean, Gennie
We’re so grateful to those who serve on trustees, finance, stewardship, and staff parish, plus many many
other volunteers and the church staff, for countless hours of prayer, research, planning, and sweat equity.
We’re grateful for local businesses who blessed us with their partnership and expertise. We’re grateful to
the faithful who have gone before us, and the faithful here and now, whose extravagant generosity of talent
and money made all these projects possible. We’re grateful to God for steadfast faithfulness and provision;
for the blessing of these buildings and each other, and the powerful leadership of the Holy Spirit. We have a
strong foundation for moving forward for Christ.
Moving Forward in 2017
While we did receive 15 new members in 2016, we only had 2 baptisms and received no professions of
faith in Jesus. This is a significant reality check knowing our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world. We must do better and we will, so our focus on Connecting and Reaching
will continue in 2017.
We’re starting the year with an important event for inspiration and training in these areas entitled Thrive.
The district offers this event every year, so the God sight is that year’s theme is Connecting and Reaching
new people for Christ!
You’ll start and end the day with wonderful worship with two workshops of your choosing with lunch in between. Our goal is 30-40 persons attending this training so we have several persons in each workshop. See
the article in this edition of the Acorn for more information and mark your calendars for Saturday, February
18, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm at Edgewater UMC in Port Charlotte. – Lisa <><
Lord Jesus, move us forward with you and for you. May this neighborhood rise strong in Your hope and
healing because Your people are in this neighborhood being Your people. Your Kingdom come. Your will
be done. Lisa <><
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is
at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen. – Ephesians 3-20-21 NIV

January Worship Services
Sermon Series – The Makeover
It’s a new year and everyone is in makeover mode- health goals, home organization, spiritual aspirations. Walk with us through the book of James as we discover and become what looks good to
Jesus. (January 8, 15 and February 5, 12, 19)
January 8
Sermon Title:

Big Ears (James 1)

January 15
Sermon Title:

Dirty Hands (James 2)

February 5
Holy Communion at both services
Sermon Title: Pierced Tongue (James 3)
February 12
Sunday closest to Valentine’s Day,
renewal of marriage vows
Sermon Title: Broken Heart (James 4)
February 19
Sermon Title: Rough Knees (James 5:13-16)
*********
January 22
Pastor Lisa will be in Cuba, so be sure to come support the guest preacher
January 29
Pastor Lisa will share a testimony about her trip to Cuba
Consecration of the 2017 Church Leadership

Where in the world is Pastor Lisa?
Cuba!
Pastor Lisa will be in Cuba for continuing education January 16-24, 2017. She’ll be traveling with a group
of adults from our district. While there, she’ll visit Cuban Methodist congregations and attend their annual
conference.
Our brothers and sisters in Cuba have very little and have access to very little. Cuban pastors make $20
per month. Pastor Lisa will be taking some much needed items with her. If you’d like to help, please have
the items to the church office no later than Wednesday, January 11.
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Medications- All medications must be unopened and have an expiration date at least one year out
(January 2018). All medications must be in pill form or cream form, no liquids.
Aleve, Advil Imodium D, Pepto Bismol, Omega 3 vitamins, Neosporin cream, Hydrocortisone cream,
diaper rash cream, reading glasses.
Craft supplies
Construction paper, crayons, colored pencils, craft scissors
Hygiene items- no liquids
Bars of soap, toothpaste, tooth brushes, razors for men and women
New underwear in the package
Technology for Methodist seminary students
Flash drives (8GB and higher), used laptop computers with word processing software, used cell phones

Passion Projects News
Christmas Card received from Aimee Bartnes,
Mary Cantillo, Allison Foster, Kristi Jarvis of
Phillip Shores Elementary
Thank you for your participation in the 2016
Phillipi Shores Elementary School’s Giving
Tree!
Because of you a Child’s Holiday is brighter!

A quote from a grateful parent:
“I just want to thank you so much for the Christmas presents I picked up from the school today! You really have no idea what a blessing it
was to walk out with those presents dealing
with my current situation. I was diagnosed with
chronic Lyme Disease and not able to hold a
job and so this donation has made ___’s
Christmas! I had contacted Toys for Tots on
several occasions and to no avail. Thank you
so, so much for this wonderful blessing! May
God Bless you and all those who participate”.

Trinity Preschool Enrollment Update: Our
enrollment is now at 23. In January, we will
have another 3 year old start 3 days a
week. With the addition of the 3 year old, we
only have 2 spots available in the 2 year old
room without hiring additional staff. Contact us
for more information about a midyear start for
your child or for early registration for the 20172018 school year.

Our Look for The Stars rating has been returned
to us. We received 4 stars, with a total of 44
points. This is the highest point number for 4
stars, one more and we would be up to 5.
- Pam Rader, Director

FISH of Sarasota - At any given time in this great town of ours, there are a meaningful number of people who have no way to get to their medical appointments. The reasons vary as to why
this is. Most of them center around finances: no job, no car, no money for transportation, and in
some cases no hope for a way out. Physical limitations also play a part in fueling the problem:
visual impairment, mobility difficulties, arm and leg limitations and medication influences are just a
few.
Thanks to you, the congregation of Trinity, and others in Sarasota, Fish of Sarasota makes a
difference in some of the lives of those I‘ve just mentioned. Your support has helped to fund our
efforts in providing FREE transportation to those who need it the most. Sadly, if not for Fish of
Sarasota, some would not make those appointments at all.
Thanks to your help, we have close to forty drivers who service over five hundred riders annually.
Our congregation supplies a number of those drivers, schedulers, board members, and officers of
Fish of Sarasota. We are truly blessed to have such enthusiastic participation.

I have heard Fish of Sarasota described as the hands and feet of Christ. Christ had a passion for
serving those in need. We are very blessed to be able to follow Him in this same manner.
If you would like to make a donation to FISH, become a driver, or help with scheduling, contact the
church office.
Thanks to you.
In Christ,
Dave Masterson, President
Fish of Sarasota
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Retirement Accouncement

Leadership Training

HAPPY NEW YEAR … Or, as we say in Scotland, “A Guid New Year tae yin an a’ and mony
may ye see.” What better time to retire and start
a new chapter in life, than at the beginning of a
new year? Yes, after 23 very fast and fabulous
years at Trinity it is time to put away the mouse
pad and pencil and dig out the suitcases and
sunglasses.
March 31st will be my last official day at Trinity,
which will give us lots of time to finish out the financials for 2016, get a good start on 2017, as
well as recruit and train someone to take over the
position of Business Administrator.
What will I do without Trinity being a big part of
my daily life? Well, Roberto and I plan to impose
ourselves and overstay our welcome across the
USA as we visit friends and family from here to
California as well as spend more time in Scotland. Of course, as promised (threatened) to
Jerry Milner, there is the Trinity Tell All book to
write. After 23 years, there is lots of ammunition
– oops -- history to draw from! Four pastors, 6
secretaries/admin assistants, 6 youth directors,
11 directors of music (between both services),
and, amazingly, 11 custodians (Wendall was our
custodian for a long, long time, but we obviously
had some short term ones in between)! I know a
LOT of stuff!

Many of you will have heard the song “Ich habe
mein Herz in Heidelberg verloren” well, it goes
without saying that “Ich habe mein Herz in Trinity
verloren,” meaning I leave my heart at Trinity.

Save the Date!
Thrive Local Church Leadership Training
Saturday, February 18, 2017
9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Edgewater UMC – Port Charlotte
Thrive is a training event for clergy, lay leadership, or anyone looking to serve more effectively in the local church. Some of the
workshop topics:



Children and Youth



Connecting with Families



Finance 101



Fresh Expressions



Getting guests to come back & how to get
them involved



Getting to Know Your Neighbor
(MissionInsite training)



Growing Your Outreach on a Shoestring

With appreciation, gratitude and much love.



How to do Local Evangelism

Shona Burtner



How to Get More Guests & What to do
When They Show Up

*******************************************************

-

Strong Teams, Strong Churches
Pastors, bring your teams to be equipped and
come for special workshops on building
healthy teams.

Please join us in
welcoming
Gennie Gyurica
as our new
Nursery Coordinator
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Free childcare available (but children must be
registered in advance).
Cost is $10 per person (scholarships available). Registration details to follow. Contact
Lynn Ball at lynn@edgewaterchurch.com with
questions.

Congregational Care Team
Pew Connection
One easy way to care for others in our congregation is……. to get to know the people who sit near you
in Worship. Consider next Sunday, checking to the left, to the right, in front of, and behind the pew you
normally sit in during worship. Is someone missing? Are there people who used to sit near you who are
missing? Consider giving them a call, or letting the church office (941-924-7756) know someone is
missing! If you prefer email, Tammy@itrinity.org
Know someone who needs some extra care?
Are you aware of someone who could use some extra attention? Maybe a call or visit from Pastor Lisa.
Maybe a call or visit from another member of our congregation. Maybe a card sent or a special prayer.
Please let us know by calling the church office at 941-924-7756 or email Tammy@itrinity.org
College Connection
Currently we have 25 college students who would love to receive prayers and words of encouragement
from time to time from their home church which is Trinity. Many of these young adults are
living away from home. Receiving a message of care and concern from their home church would allow
these college students to know how much they are loved and cared for. Would you be willing to adopt
one college student to contact a couple times a month by mail or email? Adopting a student is very
simple: contact the church office at 941-924-7756 or email Tammy@iTrinity.org
Hospitalized or Upcoming Surgery/Procedure
Don’t forget to let the church office know if you are in the hospital or have an
upcoming procedure. We would love to pray for you as well as understand better how we can care for you! Reminder* if you are in the hospital, you will need
to let the hospital staff know that you would like Trinity to be contacted. The
hospital does not contact us unless YOU let them know to do so!

Free Solutions for Resolutions Classes

















The Healthy Heart Experience ............................................. Jan. 5, 10 am
Accomplish Goals with Wellness Coaching .......................... Jan. 6, 12:30 pm
Eat More, Weigh Less .......................................................... Jan. 9, 12 pm
Improve Balance, Strength & Flexibility with Pilates Reformer.. Jan. 10, 12 pm
Back Saver: Lower Back injuries and Prevention .................... Jan. 11, 12 pm
Dr. Ornish Program for Reversing Heart Disease ................... Jan. 11, 4 pm
Exercise for the Active Older Adult .......................................... Jan. 13, 12 pm
Benefits of Exercise for Parkinson’s disease .......................... Jan. 16, 12 pm
Machines vs. Free Weights: Complete Body Exercise ........... Jan. 17, 12 pm
Balance and Fall Prevention ................................................. Jan. 18, 12 pm
Completing your Wellness through Mindful Mediation ........... Jan. 20, 11:30 am
Virtual Grocery Tour ............................................................... Jan. 23, 12 pm
Stretchology: The Art of Smart Stretching ............................ Jan. 23, 5:30 pm
Combating Osteoporosis with Exercise ................................ Jan. 25, 12 pm
Improve your Golf through Body Mechanics ......................... Jan. 25, 1:30 pm
Moving Past Stroke: Fitness Forward Exercise Program ...... Jan.27, 12:30 pm

For more information: http://www.smhfit.com/solutions4resolutions/
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Chancel Choir
The Scriptures state that it is more Blessed to Give than to Receive.
The Trinity Chancel Choir seems to have experienced this truth in yet another way when they made
a musical ministry visit to the residents at The Pines of Sarasota Assisted Living location during the
afternoon of Sunday, Dec. 4th, 2016. Following are the perspectives from two choir members of that
particular occasion, and how they saw God's Hand through it all. May The Spirit allow your outreach
efforts to touch someone in a Godly Glorious way, in this New Year!
LaTerry Butler, B.A., CAGO
Choir Director/Organist
Pam Pierce:
The experience was totally a God thing, so here's what happened.
I had to park at the very front of the Pines because all the spaces were taken in the back. There was
this wonderful older gentleman traveling the same way in his motorized wheelchair.. I asked him if
he was coming to here the music concert and he said "yes". I told him I was one of the singers and
in the conversation he expressed a desire to hear hymns in German. He said so wistfully that he
wished he could hear "Silent Night" sung in German. It really touched me but I couldn't figure out
how we could meet this request on a last minute basis... When we opened the hymnals, I saw that
they actually had the verses in German right there on the page. I felt the prodding of the Holy Spirit
to at least try to grant the gentleman his request. When I was an infant I had a young German woman who had emigrated to the US after WWII who was my babysitter. She used to speak to me and
read to me in German. I only had this exposure until I was 18 months old but I can read German
with a fairly good accent.
I could've attempted to sing the hymn but it might not have worked out so well.☺ Remember how
God provided the lamb to Abraham at the last minute so he didn't have to sacrifice Isaac. That's
what God did on that day. I had no idea that Martha would be able to sing Silent Night in fluent German until she spoke up and volunteered. She did such a beautiful job and the gentleman cried tears
of joy through her whole rendition.
I spoke with him afterward and he thanked me and told me how kind it was that we did this for
him. In fact, everyone I spoke to afterward was so complimentary of the entire concert. Thank you,
LaTerry for always extending yourself to do music ministry outreach.
Martha Mackey:
The Trinity UMC Chancel Choir visited our friends at The Pines on the afternoon of Sunday, December 4th. Toward the end of the concert as we finished up Silent Night, Pam Pierce noticed a gentleman requesting to hear the song in German. I was familiar with the original German version of the
song from the many Christmas visits to my parents’ home church in Fredericksburg, Texas. Every
Christmas Eve, as candle light was passed from one hand to another, the entire church sang Stille
Nacht, and no one needed to look at the hymnal for the correct German translation because German
cultural heritage was so strong in that part of Texas!
With LaTerry's encouragement and accompaniment, I sang one verse of the hymn, Stille Nacht, and
the gentleman seemed to be very moved. When asked later why the request was so meaningful to
him, the gentleman explained to us that he had been a wounded American soldier in a German prison hospital during Christmas of 1944. A group of local women and children came caroling and sang
the familiar song. He said that ever since then, the hymn Stille Nachte sung in its original German
always “gets to him”…..
We were so blessed that he shared this story of peace and kindness with us!
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Trinity Children and Youth
Special Events in 2017!
April 15: Easter Eggstravaganza
April 21-23: Dad & Me Weekend
June 12-16: Heroes Central VBS

June 19-22: Grandparents & Me
July 17-22: Summer Camp
Sept. 15-17: Mom & Me Weekend

Promise Kids
*During the 9:00 service (before the
sermon), children and Kids Team
leaders head out to Heritage Hall for
music, games, crafts, Bible Truths, Big
Ideas and prayer. Parents can sign in
at the back of the Sanctuary and sign
out in Heritage Hall.
**Before the 10:30 service, children

are invited to join our Kids Team leaders on the playground next to the
Sanctuary for some fun and a circle of
prayer before attending the worship
service together.

Wednesday Nights
5:15-6:00pm Kidz Chorus
6:00-6:30pm Dinner
6:30-7:30pm Tutoring
*High School Students: Tremendous
service opportunity for those who
want to serve God and love others! Be
part of a team that helps younger students with their homework every
Wednesday night. Speak with Jennifer or Russ to learn more.

Youth Group
January 15, 4:00-6:30pm
Youth Bible Study & Putt Putt Golf
Transportation provided. Bring $2 for
Putt Putt. Extra $ only if you want to
buy food while there.

Meet upstairs in the Youth Room at
4:00pm. Back at church by 6:30pm.
January 29, 4:00-6:30pm
Youth Group Service Project:
HGTVing the Youth Room
Paint, create, and build together in

the newly expanded Youth Room.
Families (youth and parents) are invited to join in on the fun of renovatIsaiah 53
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ing our youth space!

United Methodist Women
MISSION WORK OF TRINITY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN For 2016
The Mission Work of THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN focuses on the
support of Women and Children’s projects in the United States and around the world.
In 2016, TRINITY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN supported the projects and
mission work listed below in OUR Church and OUR Community.
Our deepest appreciation goes out to ALL of our Trinity UMW Member
who have made this mission work possible through their generous contributions
and hard work throughout this past year.
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S PROJECTS:
UMW Pledge to Mission $1900 (plus all projects listed below…)
World Thank Program and Offering $369
Call to Prayer and Self Denial Program and Offering $483
Gift in Mission $50
Special Mission Recognition $80
Gift in Memory $25
FL UMW Conference Legacy Fund $50
COPA – 11 Children Sponsorships $1980 UMCOR $20
Our UMW Golden Links -(We remember Our Ladies who are no longer able to be active)
TRINITY UM CHURCH MISSION & OUTREACH WORK:

Hope’s Kids –$600 for Books, $100 for Parent Bus Passes
UMW Bookcase – Spiritual & Mission Books for UMW Reading Program
and ALL Trinity UMC to enjoy.
Trinity UMC – Covenant with Connie Dileo $300
Trinity UMC – Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Program $180
Trinity UMC – Promiseland $200
Trinity UMC – Youth $200
Trinity UMC – Vacation Bible School $100
Trinity UMC – Camp Program $ 200
Trinity UMC – Scholarship Fund $160
Trinity UMC – Preschool Scholarship Fund $160
Trinity UMC – New Year’s Day Reception
Trinity UMC – Kitchen Stove Project $200
LOCAL COMMUNITY MISSION & OUTREACH WORK:
Everyday Blessings (foster home w/ students at Phillippi Shores) $100
Literacy Council of Sarasota, Inc. $200
Red Bird Mission (in Kentucky) $300
Healthy Start Coalition of Sarasota County $100
The Florida Center for Early Childhood $100
The Harvest House $100
Shelter BOX $100
Resurrection House – Donations of Clothes
Pines Retirement Home – Angel Gifts for Christmas
Phillippi Shores Elementary School – Christmas Gifts for Students
Precious Purses Project – donated to SPAARC & Selah Freedom
Made & Donated Baskets for various projects
Board Member for Community Partners COPA
FISH – volunteer
Clean-up and held Estate Sales for Trinity UMC Members
Trinity UMC Rummage Sale – Coordinate, workers, Host Bake Shop and Lunches
Pines of Sarasota – Companions and Donations to Gift Shop
Trinity UMC – Reading Program volunteer
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United Methodist Women
UMW News: Happy 2017!!!!
UMW members....please note....January meetings will be one week later than usual....
UMW Executive Board will meet Tuesday
January 10th at 9:30 am (**note new time) in
Haley Hall.

Hannah Circle will meet Monday January
16th at 1 pm in Haley Hall for dessert and helping prepare for the Rummage Sale.
Ruth Circle will meet Tuesday January 17th
at 9:30 am.
NEW EVENING CIRCLE TO BEGIN.....
President Sherrill Carr will have an informational meeting on Monday January 9th at 7 pm
in the Wesley Room for women that are interested in an evening circle. 7 women have already expressed an interest and we welcome
any ladies that would like to be in UMW but
work or cannot make Monday or Tuesday daytime meetings. Contact Sherrill at srcmusic@verizon.net or 966-1209 with questions...or just come to Wesley on Jan 9th....
SAVE THE DATE! Tuesday Feb. 14th,
10 am Haley Hall
Yes...it's Valentine's Day and UMWomen are
having a party!!! A Fashion Show and
Brunch! Fashions will be by Drapers and Damons (our neighborhood boutique) and brunch
will be provided by our own UMW chef..Jan
Robertson and her team!
Special music, decorations, door prizes,
good food, pretty fashions and a LOVEly
day! This is UMW's only planned 2017 fundraiser...where profits will help us be in ministry
to women, youth and children in 2017.
Tickets will be available starting on Jan.
29th. $15 per person or 2 for $25....so....
bring a friend or fill a table of 8 friends...have
fun...and help support UMW!
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Happy New Year to Ruth and Hannah Circle
Ladies.
It is time for previous readers and new readers
for our UMW Reading Program. I know some of
you have been reading some new books since
we last reported. I believe Evelyn Miller reported there were around eight ladies who participated this last time and received their certificates. Congratulations to them. We would love
to have more participate this year.
We need to thank Evelyn for updating our
Reading Bookcase in Hayley Hall and adding
some new very interesting books for us to
enjoy.
I reviewed some of them. I thought I would
name a couple with a few remarks. The book
titled Slowing Time by Barbara Mahany. She
introduces the seasons like a field guide. Month
by month, she marches us through time and
helps to guide us to the majesty of life each day
of each season. I have barely gotten into it and I
know it is a book to be enjoyed by many of us.
Another new book that may be of interest, is
Boundless by Bryan Bishop. John Travis,PhD,
states this book to be inspiring and full of hope.
We are introduced to Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, Native Americans and American youth
experiencing Jesus freed from unhelpful Western trappings and traditions. We all need to see
why Dr. Travis feels the way he does with our
youth listening to him.
Please take time and visit our bookcase. Evelyn
also updated our choices with new books and
removing some of the older ones. The blue
sheets to record on and the list of the Four
Plans are on the shelf with the checkout box
provided also.
Happy reading to all.

Charlotte Bryner
Ruth Circle member

January Birthdays

Alpha Course
Wednesdays 6 pm – 8:15 pm

Pam Anthofer 1/1
Julie Calmes 1/3

Questions about Jesus?
Do you want a safe place
to – hear an argument
for Jesus – Discuss your
thoughts – Find real
friends and support...

Jan Housinger 1/7
Nelson Pearson 1/8
Pru Beishline 1/9
Jerry Voyles 1/9

Join us Wednesday evenings from 6 pm to 8:15 pm beginning January 11,
2017 in Haley Hall. A simple meal will be provided.

Susan Keyser 1/10

Cindy Sprenger 1/14
Louise Cowles 1/15

Each night features a video presenting Nicky
Gumbel, followed by small table discussions.
Everyone’s views, doubts, and questions are respected and no doctrine is pushed. As a former
worldly-successful lawyer and atheist; Nicky now
presents a compelling argument for the reality of
Jesus. Whether you still have your doubts about
this “Jesus thing” or you are mature in your faith,
Nicky will reach you on both an intellectual and
emotional level.

Henry Schnathmann 1/18
Bill Kraft 1/20
Revella Lee 1/20
Grace Stimson 1/20
Trent Rader 1/21
Don Lints 1/25
Thomas Welsh 1/25
Marlene Baldeweg-Rau

1/26

Phyllis Landis 1/27
Dawn Sutton 1/27
Bob Booth 1/28
Owen Barker 1/28
Pat Woodyard 1/30

January Anniversaries
Lee & Joy Moyer 1/5
Dave & Nancy Masterson 1/20

Do you have a friend, relative, or co-worker that has
an initial interest in Christianity, but has more questions than answers? Please invite them.










Is There More to Life than This?
Jan. 11
Who is Jesus?
Jan. 18
Why Did Jesus Die?
Feb. 1
How Can We Have Faith?
Feb. 8
Why and How Do I Pray?
Feb. 15
Why and How Should I Read the Bible ? Feb 22
Why and How Should I Tell Others?
Mar. 8
Does God Heal Today?
Mar. 22
Who about the Church?
Mar. 29

Alpha Weekend Retreat – 2-day/1-night in late
February. Details to be announced later
A brochure listing the class dates and discussion
questions is available on Resource Table in back of
sanctuary, in Haley Hall, Church Office or contact
Trent Rader 941/374-0437 or tlrader@verizon.net

Roy & Louise Cowles 1/28

Truth seekers small group
Psalm 91
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Did we miss your special day?

God’s Shield of Protection by Peggy Joyce Ruth.

Send us the date:
email: Karen@iTrinity .org

An Awesome book - real-life stories of life’s miracles that have surrounded those who have prayed
in times of need. Truth seekers meet on Sunday
mornings at 10:30 am in the Wesley Room

PRAYERS….
Prayer Promptors
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett with any special prayer request. Your request will
be relayed through 60 prayer partners. Contact her by cell phone at 356-6943 or email
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com
Please lift extra prayers for: Eddie Aguilera, Enos Allen, Ken Beck, Jane Becker, Arlaine Bower,
Bobbie Bruce, Sam Caudle, Helen Cihlar, Barbara Ellsworth, Roz Eskew, Tom Evans, Bert
Hooglander, Susan Keyser, Helen Krotec, Luis Laborde, Revella Lee, Andre Lunsford, Maryalice
McIntyre, Ron Olsen, George Pierce, Steven Puhaly, Beatty Shipley, Ken Smith, Carol Swart,
Carolyn Thomas, Debbie Utter, Joan Utter, Glenn Wood, Sally Wood, Pat Woodyard
Also please pray for our military family: Justin Chivas, Ed Degrenia, Kevin Gifford, Tanner
Holly, Gunnar Kral, Joshua Marsh, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott, Greg
Sutton, John Turley, Aaron Utter, Dylan Youngblood.
If you know someone you would like on the Acorn prayer list, or if you wish to be removed, call the
church office at 924-7756 or email phyllispritchett@hotmail.com

Thank you notes
Thank you for being in mission
Thank you to the kind folks who gave generously to the Phillippi Shores Giving Tree project. 20 children received gifts of toys and
clothing beautifully gift wrapped as part of
our partnership with Phillippi Shores IB
World School. 2 van loads were necessary
to deliver our gifts!
Thanks to generous gifts received in our
Thanksgiving special offering our $2500 covenant to support missionary Connie DiLeo
has been fulfilled. Praise God for generous
hearts who reach out to bring the Gospel to
people in the Dominican Republic.

Thank you all for your prayers for my son.
Natasha and I have the unique pleasure of
each having a son with the same name. My
son is Andre’, her son is Andriy. It’s my son
who is ill. He was appreciative of your prayers and concerns for him when I visited. His
mother is caring for him in her home in Port
Orange. - Hank Lunsford

My sincere thanks for the prayers and many
acts of kindness as I have gone through three
spinal surgeries in three years. May God
bless each of you in the coming year.
- Pat Woodyard

-Carol Harris

We had so any Christmas bags and items for
The Pines gift shop that Karen had to help with
her SUV to deliver everything. Thank you to all
the great folks who filled the wish lists. We’ve
made a lot of people happy. - Margot Stanton
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to this
year’s Staff Love Offering. You were so generous with your donations and words of encouragement and cake! It’s a blessing to serve you
and our Lord. - Alana, Barbara, Corinna,
Dwayne, Gennie, Glenna, Jan, Karen,
LaTerry, Pam, Russ, Shona, Sean, Tammy,
Wanda

49th Annual Rummage Sale
The holidays are
over once again
and 2017 is finally
here with wishes
for a healthy happy new year to you
and yours. January’s thoughts go
to our annual
Rummage Sale which will be the 49TH Annual
Trinity Rummage Sale! We will have our
usual Pre-sale Shopping and Dinner on
Wednesday, Jan. 25th with the Sale Thursday,
Friday and Saturday. Soon you will see a sign
up sheet so you can plan a time to help in the
Main Hall, Café, Bake Sale, Book Hall, Boutique
etc.. during the Sale. It is exciting to think of all
the Ministries that we can help. We will be setting up tables after Church on January 8th with
the assistance of some able-bodied helpers.
Please stay and help. That is also the time
when you can begin to bring in things for the
sale so start laying things aside now. Be sure
to ask your friends and neighbors for their donations as you also tell them about the sale.
Donations of clean usable appliances,
tools, household items, clothing, lamps, artwork,
linens, books and boutique items are needed.
Smaller easily moved furniture items are welcome but we can’t handle large overstuffed or
very heavy items. Also there is no market for
used computers and TVs. Tax receipts are
available. (That being said, we do have an immediate request for furniture of almost any type
for a needful individual. Call Wendall Pritchett to
help.)
You will get more details later. We will
be sorting and getting things ready most mornings so please come in and spend a couple
hours now and then to help. We have a really
good time and we do need you! Thank you for
your help in the past and I look forward to another wonderful fellowship time and sale.
RUMMAGE SALE VOLUNTEERS:
Lots of help is needed before and during the
Rummage Sale. I again am volunteer coordinator and will be posting areas where help is
needed with suggested helpers on the board in
Haley Hall in January. There are always spaces
to write in your name (if not found elsewhere) or
to change where or time you prefer to help.
Thanks in advance for helping! - Sherrill Carr
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RUMMAGE SALE BAKE SHOPPE:
The bake shoppe will welcome baked goods
from our super Trinity bakers. Please make
something to donate or we do accept yummy
bought items if you do not bake! We ask that
all your baked goods be brought to the church
kitchen by Wed. evening Jan. 25th so we can
set up and price before opening on Thursday
morning. Thank you!!!!
Beatty Shipley, Bake
Shoppe Coordinator.
beattyannshipley@live.com

Pahokee
PAHOKEE: As most of you heard from my
short report, all the work in Pahokee is starting to really pay off. Church's are painting
their buildings, the Glades Area Pantry (GAP)
has received assistance from 2 businesses ,
allowing them to expand their ministry with
food and soon open up a thrift shop. The
thrift shop is a very significant step forward as
people will not pay (pennies on the dollar) for
clothing and furniture. This will give them so
much pride in being self-sufficient even in
small way.
February 23-26 trip we will be assisting
them to set up the thrift shop for their opening. ANYONE can help! We also have some
plumbing and electrical projects to do and
hope to have an electrician and plumber with
us.
Please save egg cartons for one of the
Pahokee church's members.
If you wish to contribute to our cost for materials (above and beyond your Tithe), please
mark the check or envelope Hank's Missions
so Shona will know to credit the account.
Pastor Patti has done miracles in Pahokee.
She has pastors talking to each other, promoted the Rotary Club to do community projects, promoted Miracle Village's mission to
the entire United Methodist Church. I could
never keep up with all she does.
- Hank Lunsford

TGIWednesday
TGIW Dinners
Every Wednesday at 6 pm.
Cost is only your donation
but we need to know if you
are coming. Sign up in
Haley Hall, on Connect
Card, or call church office
before noon on Tuesday

Thieves Hand Soap
Did you know that it has been reported
that the average American home has over 63
hazardous products in it? Considering that
most people spend 80% of their time indoors
you can imagine the health implications. According to the NRDC (Natural Resource Defense Council), toxic chemicals found in household cleaners are three times more likely to
cause health concerns versus air quality
(pollution).
We are running a collective chemical
fever that we cannot break. Everyone everywhere now carries a dizzying array of chemical
contaminants, the by-products of modern industry and innovation that contribute to a host of
health problems in ways just now being understood. These toxic substances accumulate in
our fat, bones, blood, and organs as a consequence of exposure. Almost everything we encounter—from soap to soup cans, cleaning
products to clothing—contributes to a chemical
load unique to each of us. Why is it so dangerous? Normally the immune system, the kidneys
and the liver work together to rid your body of
this overload but we are reaching a point of excess.
Trinity United Methodist has got you covered!
You will find new Thieves hand soap in our
bathrooms. Thieves® Foaming Hand Soap will
cleanse, defend, and condition the skin with the
therapeutic-grade essential oil blend Thieves,
pure lemon and orange essential oils, aloe,
Ginkgo biloba, and vitamin E. Dispensed as a
rich foam, Thieves Foaming Hand Soap contains gentle ingredients so it can be used often
without drying or stripping the skin. The best
part? It’s free of harmful ingredients!
- Allie Demes
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ESOL
ESOL classes will begin Wednesday, January
4th. Please be sure to pass the word that the
classes are free, no registration is required, no
books needed. We meet in the Mary Hill
Room, choir room, at 7:00 p.m. I like it when
students come at 6:00 for the evening meal
and sit with different church members. No everyone speaks Cracker English like I do, so they
get a sampling of different pronunciations of
words.
Hank Lunsford

AARP Smart Driver Classes
February 9 and 10
Or
March 2 and 3
9 am - 12:30 pm
This six hour, two-day class helps drivers over
55 overcome the effects of aging while reviewing the latest traffic laws including photo enforcement. Most insurance companies give a
5% premium discount for a three-year period.
The only cost is for materials. $15 for AARP
members and $20 for nonmembers.
To register call Lee Moyer at 941/923-0398

Tri-M’s
Tri-M’s is a group of folks associated with Trinity
UMC who like to gather for fun, food and fellowship usually on the third weekend of the month.
This month, the Pritchett’s have invited you to
their home on Saturday, January 21, 6 pm.
They will furnish baked spaghetti and meatballs.
You bring the rest. Please RSVP to
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com

From the Financial Secretary
Where are the boxes of giving envelopes?
Many people no longer carry cash or checks.
They now give electronically, which is much
easier for us to process:
Online checks sent from their bank account
Regular debits from their bank account
Donations made through the church website
(www.iTrinity.org)

With all these new giving techniques, most of
the boxed giving envelopes end up just sitting
on desk shelves. As such, we’re transitioning
away from the boxes of numbered regular and
special envelopes.
We now have blank envelopes for regular giving
and special projects in the pews. Please write
your name and church giving number (if known)
on each envelope in order to get credit from our
church giving system. This will continue to include statements at year end.
Some boxed envelopes are available at the
back of the church if you would like some.
If you need help setting up electronic giving,
contact Curt Eskew thru the church office.
Thank you for your patience and understanding
as we get used to the new giving system.

Daniel Plan
DANIEL PLAN
A Balanced and Abundant Life
Living a wholistic life which feels balanced and
goes on to produce the abundance that God
desires for our future, requires us to focus on
the physical, spiritual, relational, and emotional areas in our life. This is because, how we
live our life, in each of three areas, influences
our entire well being.
Sundays, 10:30 am beginning January 8th .
This group will be focusing on relationships
with Friends, Family and God.
Thursdays, 2 pm beginning January 12th .
An overview of the 5 essentials: Faith,
Fitness, Food, Focus and Friends
Join us at either of these opportunities to investigate and apply practical solutions for our
lives in order that we may live a more vibrant
life. For additional information contact Tammy
Barnett 941/924-7756 ext. 156 or
Tammy@iTrinity.org
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Shield-A-Badge Prayer
Here at Trinity United Methodist Church we are
starting Shield-A-Badge with Prayer in February
2017. Here are the guidelines for the program.
Guidelines:
Commitment by the citizen / prayer sponsor is
generally for ONE YEAR. A daily prayer offered
up for the safety on an assigned officer or firefighter is all that is required. There is no prescribed prayer or wording that must be used.
The Officer's or firefighter’s name and badge
number will be given to the participant. Communications with the officer or firefighter will be limited
to a card or note several times a year, letting
them know you are praying for them. It is recommended that the card mentions the Shield a
Badge program. Seasonal cards are welcome
but no gifts.
There should be NO attempt to make personal
contact with the officer and NO emails. If an officer leaves the force, the prayer person will be
notified and assigned a new name / badge number.
Tammy Barnett and I will keep a copy of the sign
up list with the participant's information and assigned officer or firefighter should be given to the
Shield a Badge coordinator to insure all officers or
firefighters are adopted out.
If you personally know the name of a law enforcement officer or firefighter who is willing to participate in our mission please email me,
suzy3125@gmail.com , their name and badge
number. -Susan Hilliard

Loveland Center
Recycle those Christmas Cards
We are collecting greeting cards of all kinds
(Christmas, birthday, Valentines, etc.) both used
and new for LOVELAND CENTER. Please put
them in the designated basket under the missions bulletin board. They are used by them in
many ways.
LOVELAND CENTER is a productive and safe
place for adults with developmental disabilities
that focuses on offering individualized services.
Services which empower adults with developmental disabilities to make informed decisions
about their work, lifestyle and citizenship so that
they may become more self-sufficient and interconnected with the community.
Nancy Harter is coordinating this outreach.

Acolytes and Crucifers:

Jan. 8:
9:00 am: Mark and Julie Calmes
Welcome Center:
10:30 am: Diane Freestone, Tom Surprise
Welcome Center: Barbara Hunt
Jan. 15:
9:00 am: Patty Leathers, George Hoskins
Welcome Center:
10:30 am:
Welcome Center: Jim and Solita Tay
Jan. 22:
9:00 am: Don and Ginny Lints
Welcome Center:
10:30 am: Diane Freestone, Tom Surprise
Welcome Center: Ethel Paki
Jan. 29:
9:00 am: Mary Raymond, Rhonda Puhaly
Welcome Center
10:30 am:
Welcome Center: Marilyn Williams

January Liturgist: Dave Masterson

Jan. 8:
Acolytes:
Crucifer:
Jan. 15:
Acolytes:
Crucifer:
Jan. 22:
Acolytes:
Crucifer:
Jan. 29:
Acolytes:
Crucifer:

Rebecca Hicks, Ryan Hicks
Marguerite Hankins
Maren Schwied, Addisyn Schwied
John Ellsworth
Jordan Means
Owen Woodyard
Joey Tippen
Marguerite Hankins

Sanctuary Teams:

Coordinator: Barbara Smith 351-4219
1st Thursday: Steve Cook, Ethel Paki
Sharon Sanders, Barbara Smith

2nd Thursday: Ann Riviere, Barbara Smith
Diane Freestone
3rd Thursday: Karen McGuirt, Barbara Smith,
Pru Beishline
4th Thursday: Charlotte Bryner, Ginny Lints,
Margot Stanton, Barbara Smith

HOW CAN I SERVE….. Serve Communion? (9 am or 10:30 am); Bring in the Cross?
(10:30 am); Give Announcements? (9am or 10:30 am); Hand out Bulletins? Coffee Hour
Host? Greet or Welcome Center..... Put a note on your Communication Card. We will
put you in touch with someone who will train you.
Midweek Small Groups
Monday Groups:
Breakfast Group: 6am at Denny’s on Bee Ridge
Wednesday Groups
 Communion : 8am in the Sanctuary
 Pastor's bible Study & Soup Lunch: 11am, Haley
 Bible Buddies Group: 4:45pm, Wesley Room
 Owen’s Video/Discussion Group: 7pm, office
 Wascally Wesleyans: 7pm in the Wesley Room
Friday Groups
Friday Breakfast Group: 8am at Tasty Home Cookin’
Friday Brunch Bunch: 11:15am at Der Dutchman Sun Porch
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Altar Flowers - If
you would like to
sponsor the Altar
Flowers for a Sunday
worship service, see
sign-up sheet on table in back of Sanctuary. Cost is $40
and you may take
the flowers home with you at the end
of the service if you wish.

January 2017
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

Every Sunday:
9:00 am & 10:30 am
Worship

Every Monday:

Every Tuesday

Every Wednesday:
8:00 am: 40 minutes of hymns,
a devotion and communion in
the Sanctuary
8:45 am GlorYoga
11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study
and Soup lunch in Haley

Every Thursday:

Every Friday:
8:00 am
Breakfast
Group at Tasty
Home Cookin’

(Other weekly
small groups
available -

9:00 am & 10:30 am
Adult Small Groups

6:00 am
Breakfast Group
at Peaches

9:00 am
Trinity Vocal Band
10:15 am
Program Staff

Nursery Hours
9 -11:30 a.m.
Promise Kids
9 - 11:30 a.m.

1 Communion
10 am One Combined
Worship Service

8

9:00 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship

UMWomen
7 pm
Wesley

3 pm Alpha Cook out at
the Raders

15
9:00 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship

3
6 pm
Board of
Trustees

9

16
9:30 am
Ruth Circle,
Haley Hall

10
9:30 am
UMW
Executive Board
6:30 pm
Preschool Board

17
1 pm
Hannah Circle
Haley Hall

4 pm Youth Bible Study

22

23

24

9:00 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship

29
9:00 am XClaim!
Contemporary Worship
10:30 am
Traditional Worship
4 pm Youth Service Proj.
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30

5:30 pm Finance
6:30 pm
Leadership
Council

10:00 am Al Anon,
Mary Hill Room

4:45 pm Bible Buddies

2pm Daniel Plan

5:15 pm Kidz Chorus
6 pm TGIW Dinner
ALPHA Class
6:30 pm Tutoring
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal
7 pm ESOL Class
7 pm Wascally Wesleyans

6:30 pm Young
Adult Small
Group

2

9:00 am
Sanctuary Team

31
9:30 am
Arts & Crafts
Group

6:30 pm
Chancel Choir

4
ACORN PUBLISHED
8:00 am: Communion
8:45 am GlorYoga
11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study &
Soup lunch in Haley
4:45 pm Bible Buddies
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus
6 pm TGIW Dinner
6:30 pm Tutoring
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal
7 pm ESOL class

5

11
8:00 am: Communion
8:45 am GlorYoga
11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study &
Soup lunch in Haley
4:45 pm Bible Buddies
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus
6 pm TGIW Dinner
6:30 pm Alpha Class
6:30 pm Tutoring
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal
7 pm ESOL class
7 pm Wascally Wesleyans
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18
8:00 am: Communion
8:45 am GlorYoga
11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study &
Soup lunch in Haley
4:45 pm Bible Buddies
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus
6 pm TGIW Dinner
6:30 pm Alpha Class
6:30 pm Tutoring
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal
7 pm ESOL class
7 pm Wascally Wesleyans
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25
8:00 am: Communion
8:45 am GlorYoga
11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study &
Soup lunch in Haley
4:45 pm Bible Buddies
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus
RUMMAGE PRESALE
SHOPPING & DINNER
6:30 pm Tutoring
7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal
7 pm ESOL class
7 pm Wascally Wesleyans

26

11am Book
Study at
Der Dutchman
Sun Porch

iTrinity.org
for more
information.)

Church Office
Closed

6
Epiphany

7

13
10 am FISH
Wesley

14

20

21

27

28

5 pm
Stewardship Team

Lions Training Class
9 am - 2 pm

8:30 am
Trustee
Work Day

Preschool
Night Party

RUMMAGE SALE

Trinity
United Methodist Church

4150 S. Shade Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34231
Tel: 941-924-7756
Fax: 941-922-4986
Email: trinity@iTrinity.org

www.iTrinity.org

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page,
Trinity UMC Sarasota, is the best place for
reminders, updates and the latest pictures.
Check out the new Facebook page for Trinity
Preschool, too.
Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org,
for recordings of the Sunday messages and
other great info.

Pastor: Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia
Traditional Worship Director: LaTerry Butler
Director of X-Claim!: Jan Potter
Director Congregational Care: Tammy Barnett
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery
Nursery Coordinator: Gennie Gyurica

Sound Board Operator: Sean Hamilton
Preschool Director: Pam Rader
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler
Business Administration: Shona Burtner
Secretary: Karen Remfrey
Custodial Staff: Barbara Smith, Dwayne Diggs

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Friday
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