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Christmas is a Season of Hope 
Over and over again in Luke 1 and 2, we see God’s promise of redemption. God will bring goodness, whole-
ness, and salvation out of all that is broken, disordered, captive, and unjust. This was the hope of our spiritu-
al ancestors, and remains our hope today.  
 
Mary reminds us the lowly are not forgotten or cursed. The young, the inexperienced, the under educated, 
the oppressed, the nobodies from nowhere. They will be lifted up. In God… to God… All have value. All can 
be used of God in powerful ways. All are invited to welcome God deep within, to bear the Promised One into 
the world. 
 
Elizabeth reminds us the barren are not forgotten or cursed. The elderly, the long disappointed, the labeled, 
the disgraced. With God, they have a place to belong, to sing, to share. Some will bear the miracle of      
children, but all can find a place in the family of God. All are empowered to encourage, to welcome, and to 
raise up those who are young in faith.  
 
Zechariah reminds us of the barren, too. Barren in family and barren in faith. Unbelieving, desiring proof. His 
maturity, breeding, status, education, and ordination have failed him. He knows the rituals but can no longer 
cling to the promises. Even so, he is not forgotten or cursed. He is not beyond God’s grace. No one is. Like 
Elizabeth and Mary, he becomes pregnant with hope and births a new life. 
 
It’s easy to share Good News- a job promotion, passing a test, clean and sober for a year, a child on the 
way. It’s easy to share because it’s easy to hear. Our joy and excitement births joy and excitement in the 
listener.  
 
Friends, you have the best of Good News. You have the hope of the ages. You have Jesus. Share it.  
 
Enclosed you’ll find this year’s Christmas devotion- Live Hope, Give Hope. It’s a simple reading plan through 
the Christmas story, plus a simple prayer, plus a prompt to share the hope and goodness of Jesus in a   
simple way. Use it yourself and encourage others to do the same. More copies are free and available.          
Imagine what our neighborhood would be like come January 1st if the followers of Jesus set aside time to be 
with Jesus and then lived the hope they found in Jesus.   
 
Friends, you have the best of Good News. You have the hope of the ages. You have Jesus. Share it.  
 
Invite someone to a Christmas service. This year’s services include  
 A sermon series entitled Why we Hope, Why we Sing- a message so many of us need in our angry,   

divided, discouraging world.  
 
 A wonderful Christmas Musical entitled Hope Has Hands. Our servant hearted musicians will offer it at 

both services December 18.  
 
 We’re very excited to add a Blue Christmas Service this year on Wednesday, December 21 at 5pm.   

December 21 is the longest night of the year so we’ll be offering a service of healing and hope for those 
who are having a hard time during the holidays.  

 
 Plus a Christmas Eve Service at 5pm on Saturday, December 24; a Christmas Day Service at 10am on 

Sunday, December 25; and a New Year’s Day Service at 10am on Sunday, January 1.  
 
Friends, you have the best of Good News. You have the hope of the ages. You have Jesus. Share it.  
 
May this holy season fill you with hope to overflowing. May hope be born in you and through you.  
Merry Christmas!         Your sister and servant in Christ, Lisa <>< 
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Sermon Series:  
Why We Hope, Why We Sing 
 
The Christmas story is a musical. Persons are so  
overcome with the hope of Christ, they break into  
song.   This season we’ll look at those songs in 
search  of Christ’s hope for ourselves and our 
world.  
 
November 27   First Sunday of Advent                          
              
Sermon Title:     Mary’s Song 
Scripture:            Luke 1:46-55; Isaiah 61:1-4, 8    
 
December 4  Second Sunday of Advent 
 Holy Communion at all services 
 Melanie Firebaugh preaching and presiding 
Sermon Title:     Zechariah’s Song 
Scripture:            Luke 1:67-79; Isaiah 9:2-7 
                              
December 11   Third Sunday of Advent 
Sermon Title:     Angels’ Song 
Scripture:            Luke 2:10-14; Isaiah 11:1-11  
 
December 18    Christmas Musical 
9 am and 10:30 am 
Hope Has Hands  
 
December 21     Blue Christmas (Wednesday)  
5 pm 
While many are celebrating during the holidays,        
many are hurting.   This service recognizes the  
hurting and offers hope.  
 
 December 24     Christmas Eve  5 pm 
Offering:              Day of Hope 
Sermon Title:     Hope of the World 
Scripture:            Matthew 2:1-12 
 
December 25     One Service 10 am 
Sermon Title:     Simeon’s Song 
Scripture:            Luke 2:22-38 
 

HOPE HAS HANDS  

How could the creator of everything come to be 
born in human form? Better yet, WHY would 
God do such a thing? This mystery has been 
pondered for over two thousand years. Why? 
Because of His great love for you! "For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life" - John 3:16 

 
From singer/songwriter, Phil Cross comes a 
touching and meaningful song, "Hope Has 
Hands." This song and the musical describe,     
in personal terms, the miracle of Christmas as 
Jesus Christ brought HOPE to our world –   
PERSONALLY!  
 
Hope has hands 
Freedom has feet 
Truth will stand 
The Word will speak 
The holy and lowly will finally embrace 
For love has a heartbeat 
And grace has a face 
Compassion has a tear 
Joy has a laughter 
And here ever after peace has a smile 
Redemption’s blood has veins to flow in 
A temple to glow in 
Light is a child 
 
In search of a child they traveled so far 
Led by a star to a place of joy 
Now the wise men tell a beautiful story 
Describing the glory of a baby boy. 

 

Sunday, December 18th 

9 am and 10:30 am 

December Worship Services 
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Staff Parish Relations Stewardship & Generosity 

Where has 2016 gone?  It has slipped by us 
even faster than 2015 did!  Now I know what 
my parents meant when they told me at an 
early age, “Wait until you see how quickly 
time goes by when you get older.”  It is 
amazing how God finds ways to pass along 
His wisdom to us. 
 
 As God has blessed us with His wisdom, He 
has also blessed us with a wonderful staff 
here at Trinity United Methodist Church.  
This past year has brought many changes 
to our staff.  We have been fortunate to fill 
the voids created by departing folks, who 
will be missed, with new staff members who 
also possess special gifts and talents. 
 
 A tradition at Trinity has been to provide a 
Love Offering at this time of year to show 
our appreciation to the staff for the great 
way they have taken care of us throughout 
2016.  I’ll assure you that somewhere along 
the line a staff member has gone beyond 
the call of duty to make you or someone 
else happy. 
 
 If you wish to express your gratitude 
through this Love Offering, I invite you to 
enclose your gift in a pew envelope, in your 
own envelope, or simply place it in the offer-
ing plate.  Most importantly, identify your gift 
as the Staff Love Offering.  You may also 
leave your gift in the church office.   
 
Please make your gift by December 4, as 
the Love Offering will be presented to staff 
members at the Staff Christmas Party which 
will be held on December 11.  We hope you 
will join us at this celebration. 
 
 I would like to thank you for your participa-
tion and gifts on behalf of the entire Staff 
Parish Relations Team.  We wish you a joy-
ous and blessed Christmas season and a 
prosperous 2017! 
 
Dave Masterson, Chair 
Staff Parish Relations Team 

Stewardship Update  

Good News! Our Faith Pledge Campaign is 
already ahead of last year, with several cards 
still coming in!  We also have had several 
people sign up for online giving with interest 
from many more. Thank you for your commit-
ment to our mission to share God’s Love and 
the hope found in Jesus Christ by getting 
those pledge cards in. 

I want to thank the following members of the 
Stewardship and Generosity team for all their 
efforts in creating, performing and completing 
this year’s campaign “There’s No Place Like 
Home!”   

Pastor Lisa (guidance and scripts), Ruby 
Cook (article and online giving), Linda Lopez 
(online giving), Terry Cale (workshop and lo-
gistics), Russell Robbins (Tin Man and work-
shop), Dave Masterson (Lion and workshop) 
and last but not least, the very talented Alana 
Bush who brought the Wizard of Oz to life 
with her portrayal of Dorothy in 6 different 
skits over 3 weeks!  Also a special thanks to 
LaTerry Butler and Jan Potter for their musi-
cal accompaniment, Karen Remfrey for her 
help on keeping us organized and all the 
printing, Jimmy the intern for his valuable re-
search, and Shona Burtner who was instru-
mental in helping move into the world of 
online giving.   

Curt Eskew, Chair 
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Passion Projects News 

TRINITY PRESCHOOL 

Thank you to all who gave support for the Chili Cook-off Fundraiser. A good time was 
had by those who came!  Most of the auction items were bid on, the music was spec-
tacular by our praise team and our guest, Tommy Santelli, and lots of chili was tasted!!   
 
There were 10 chilies and all were different.  The popular vote winner was Red Baron's 
revenger by Michael Heckert, the 2nd place winner was Family Favorite Chili by Audrey 
Pritchett, and 1st place was Dad's Famous chili by Pam Rader.  We have raised an esti-
mated $3400 for the preschool with this fundraiser. 
 
The Panera fundraiser night in September was a success!   
52 flyers were turned in and our profit check from that 
night was $161.  thank you for coming to have dinner  
with us!!! 
Pam Rader 

Day of Hope            August 5, 2017 

 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his  glo-

ry, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 

truth.  John 1:14 

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, we realize that the whole world was 

changed in that moment in time.  Since that day 2016 years ago, Christians 

have shared the love of Christ and his message of redemption.  Today we 

are challenged to find meaningful ways to draw others to Jesus. That is why 

we’ve partnered with Hope Kids Community to host a Day of Hope for stu-

dents of our neighborhood school, Phillippi Shores Elementary. 

What is Day of Hope? It is a special Saturday when prescreened families come to our 

campus to receive everything needed to prepare them for the new school year. We 

work with the school counselors to invite homeless students and students from strug-

gling families to our “invitation only” event. Over 200 volunteers from our community 

come together to provide Day of Hope for 100 students. 

We serve breakfast and lunch, provide medical, vision and dental screenings, hair-

cuts, gift cards for clothing and shoes, backpacks with school supplies, child ID kits, 

groceries, food, hygiene items, books and more. Our goal is to make each one who 

comes feel special and to reflect God’s love for everyone. When the children arrive on 

the first day of school, our hope is they will feel proud and confident, ready to suc-

ceed in school because someone cared enough to help their family prepare for the 

big day. 

This year, we’ll share the vision of neighborhood children confident and hope-full with 

all who come Christmas Eve and invite them to partner with us in sponsoring children 

or volunteering with Day of Hope. Be on the lookout for the special offering enve-

lopes in the Christmas Eve bulletin. Or, consider sponsoring a child as your gift to 

someone this holy season. See Pastor Lisa for more details.   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjc3_qmzLfQAhXFQSYKHcasAToQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.matthaeusgemeinde-darmstadt.de%2F%3Fpage_id%3D317&psig=AFQjCNEwouXn7aPH2S5BME0cfluc7DjhQQ&ust=147974024610698
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    Poinsettias    can be purchased 

to be placed in our sanctuary for Sunday, December 

18th and Christmas Eve.  They are $9.00 each and can 

be bought in memory, or in honor, of individuals. 

The deadline to order is Sunday, December 11th.  

Make checks payable to Trinity, and note on check 

“Poinsettias”.  Place orders in offering plate or mail/bring 

them to the church office. 

 

Name:______________________________________ 

 

Phone #:____________________________________ 

 

No. of Plants ordered at $9.00 each:______________ 

 

Total amount enclosed :________________________ 

In memory of  / In honor of (Please Circle One): 

___________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________ 

I will pick up my plant:   ______________ 

You can pick up your poinsettias after Christmas Eve 

Service or Dec. 25th after service. 

I wish mine to be taken to a homebound member:_____ 

 

 

 

Poinsettias From LaTerry 

FROM TRADITIONAL MUSIC MINISTRIES…. 

If someone said to you that you could “make-
our-day” for a group of individuals that happen 
to be very restricted in their freedom of move-
ment, (along with other things we take for 
granted), just by showing up and being fully 
engaged in fellowship… Would you be inclined 
to participate? 

If you answered in the affirmative, then you 
are invited to come along with the Chancel 
Choir for a music ministry visit with the resi-
dent population of The Pines of Sarasota, 
which happens to be one of the target mission 
ministries of Trinity U.M.C.!  

No, you’re not being asked to sing. However, 
wouldn’t it be nice that while the choir, solo-
ists, duets are rendering seasonal musical 
presentations, there was a cadre of Trinity 
folks strolling amongst the audience of mostly 
wheelchair bond individuals fellowshipping, 
encouraging them and above all underscoring 
their dignity that they all deserve.  Please think 
about it…. 

Date: Sunday December 4th ; Time: 2:30pm; 
Place: The Pines of Sarasota Gathering 
Space, on the campus located on North Or-
ange Avenue at 12

th
 Street in Sarasota. 

Another musical seasonal treat occurring 
this month will be the reappearance of the 
Riverview High School Madrigal Choir dur-
ing the Wednesday night of December 14th 
immediately following the dinner time. 
Please pass the word along that you don't 
want to miss this mini-concert. These stu-
dents and their teachers work very hard to 
bring as polished a presentation as they 
can.  

Once again, the formidable combinations of 
both the contemporary and traditional music 
ministries will occur in the presentation of 
“Hope Has Hands” during each worship ser-
vice on Sunday December 18th! 

The selected musical work ties in the overall 
theme of “HOPE” with music selections that 
draw from both the traditional and contempo-
rary styles along with the message of Hope to 
bring something for absolutely everyone to 
enjoy.  Would not it be wonderful for a capaci-
ty attendance at each worship service.  That’s 
where you come in… Invite someone, please! 

LaTerry Butler, B.A., CAGO 
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Trinity Children and Youth  

Trinity Parents 
The Trinity church family is committed to partnering with you as you lead and disciple the children God has 

entrusted to your care.  More than anything else, we want to demonstrate God’s unconditional love and    

support to your family through shared faith experiences including worshipping together, praying together, 

growing in Christ together, and serving others together.  We believe these memories with your children and 

your church family will leave an eternal impression on their hearts as well as yours!  We believe it will trans-

form not only your family but also the whole world. 
 

Children 4 and under: Your little ones are always welcome in worship but our Nursery is open and available 

during both services on Sunday.  Check in at the green door of the Warren Building across the courtyard from 

the Sanctuary. 
 

Children ages 5 through grade 5: Promise Kids begins with parents and children together in worship on Sun-

day at 9:00am.  Before the sermon, children and Kids Team leaders head out to Heritage Hall for music, 

games, crafts, truths from Scripture and prayer.  Parents can sign in at the back of the Sanctuary and sign out 

in Heritage Hall.  *For children whose parents or grandparents sing in the choir or attend a small group during 

the traditional service, the Towery family and other Kids Team leaders invite you to join them on the play-

ground next to the Sanctuary beginning at 10:15am for some fun and a circle of prayer before attending the     

second service together with our church family.   

 

Middle School and High School students:  

 December 4: All youth are invited to join us in the kitchen for our Pancake Fundraiser starting at 9:00am to 

help make pancakes and sausages as a way of serving our church family and raising funds for our youth 

group and summer camp scholarships. 

 December 11: Youth Group gathers upstairs in the Youth Room beginning at 11:45am for food (free 

lunch!), friendships, fun games, relevant Bible study and prayer.  Parents can pick their young person up 

at 1:30pm upstairs or can meet with the Towery’s to arrange for transportation home.  

 December 18 starting at 4:00pm: Community Christmas Cards, a family service project where families 

with children and youth can help us pray over and write personal Christmas cards to our neighboring fam-

ilies.  God can use this service opportunity in a powerful way to reach our community!  Ends at 5:30pm.  

*ADD-ON: Bowling!  Immediately following our service project, anyone can join us for some pin-dropping 

fun!  Who needs bumper lanes, right?  Bowling is free, but bring $4 for shoe rental and maybe $10 for 

food in case you get hungry while throwing strikes.  

 

                 April 15, 2017: Easter Eggstravaganza at Trinity 

 April 21-23, 2017: Dad & Me Weekend (LEC Family Camp) 

 June 12-16, 2017: HEROES CENTRAL --- Trinity VBS 

 June 19-22, 2017: Grandparents & Me Retreat (LEC Family Camp) 

 July 17-22, 2017: Warren W. Willis Summer Camp 

 Sept. 15-17, 2017: Mom & Me Weekend (LEC Family Camp)  

Save           

       the 

Dates! 
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Congregational Care Team 

Congregational Care Team 
Did you know the Congregational Care Team at Trinity is made up of many different ministries of car-
ing?  Thank you to those who currently care in these different ministries: hospital/rehabilitation visits, 
home visits, assisted living and nursing care visits, phone calls, special events around holi-
days, birthday recognition, prayer shawl ministry, greeting card ministry, Journey through 
Grief ministry, pastoral care ministry, transportation, calls to those who have been absent 
from worship, and visitor connection.  If you are not a part of this team, we would love to hear 
from you!  Contact Tammy at Tammy@itrinity.org or church office at (941) 924-7756. 

 

Please Help Us Stay Connected 
Philippians 2:4 says not to look just after our own needs but to take an interest in others too.  
To care for others is to take on the attitude of Christ and experience Joy which comes from 
serving others. Over the last several months as Congregational Care Director, I have been 
blessed and given many opportunities to witness the humble act of caring for one another.  I continue 
to be inspired and encouraged every day by the love that is poured out for one another at Trinity. In 
order to make sure love and care is extended to everyone while doing our best to see that no one is 
left out, we would love to receive updated information from you about those you visit, and call. This 
can be done by calling/texting Tammy at 941-350-2509 or the church office at 941-924-7756, or 
email tammy@itrinity.org.   

 
Help us Help You 

The Congregational Care team cares about YOU. In order that we may understand how to care for 
you better, it is important to know where your needs are. Please let us know when you have surger-
ies or procedures scheduled, when you become ill, hospitalized, or when you have needs for prayer 
or care.  Simple ways to connect with us are: 

 Call the office (941) 924-7756, write your situation on a communication card on Sunday morning, or  
 email the church at Trinity@itrinity.org  

*Note: If you find yourself hospitalized for any reason, you or a loved one will need to contact 
the church or ask the hospital to contact Trinity.  Because of privacy laws, the hospital is not permit-
ted to contact Trinity without your consent.  

 
Pew Connection 

It is a fact that humans are creatures of habit.  One habit is displayed every Sunday when most of 
you sit in the same pew.  This is a great opportunity to get to know and care for those around you. To 
take this caring a step beyond Sunday morning, consider taking note of who is absent in Sunday 
morning worship and then contact that person sometime in the week to tell them you missed them.  
Chances are they simply needed to take the Sunday off, but what if your contact was just what was 
needed to let them know how much you care about them?  Additionally, if you find that your pew 
friend has needs or situations, please let the church office know by calling (941) 924-7756 or         
Trinity@itrinity.org   

 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as your Director of Congregational Care! 

Wishing everyone a blessed holiday season, Tammy Barnett 

mailto:Tammy@trinity.org
mailto:tammy@itrinity.org
mailto:Trinity@itrinity.org
mailto:Trinity@itrinity.org
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December Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 

Janet Wyatt  12/1 

Greydon Wilhelm  12/1 

Mimi Housinger  12/2 

Dakota Alexander  12/3 

Paul Binder  12/3 

Turner Means  12/4 

Debbie Utter  12/5 

Sherman Campbell  12/6 

Sam Caudle   12/6 

Jared Anthofer  12/9 

Scott Hunt  12/9 

Linda Lopez  12/9 

Jennifer Record  12/9 

Joan Utter  12/9 

Jen Biddle   12/12 

Tony Cajka   12/12 

Evan Demes   12/13 

Beatty Shipley  12/10 

Jerry Marshall  12/15 

Rhonda Puhaly   12/16 

Marlane Stidham  12/16 

Carol Harris  12/18 

Donalee Hess  12/18 

Carole Pearson  12/18 

J.D. Ellsworth  12/23 

Karen Remfrey  12/23 

Carol Swart  12/25 

Richard Ladny  12/26 

Russell Robbins  12/27 

Ken Smith   12/28 

Lily Klemeyer 12/29 

George Cook  12/30 

Charlotte Bryner   12/31 

Troy & Colleen Logan 12/10 

Brad & Audrey Pritchett  12/11 

James & Solita Tay 12/21 

Mark & Margie Aukland 12/25 

Owen & Pat Woodyard 12/29 

United Methodist Women 

Alpha Course 

Starting in January and ending prior to Easter 
in April, Trinity hopes to offer another session 
of the ALPHA small group program. ALPHA is 
an amazing program, geared towards explain-
ing our basic belief in Jesus and providing the 
evidence and rationale for why we have that 
faith. The weekly sessions will be held on 
Wednesday evenings, starting with a group 
meal at 6:00 (as part of the Trinity’s normal 
Wonderful Wednesday program), followed by 
video and discussion periods until 8:00. This 
program needs Table Leaders and other volun-
teers to make it work. If you have had prior ex-
perience with ALPHA and can help with this 
next winter session, please contact Trent Rad-
er at 941-374-0437 or tlrader777@gmail.com. 

Rummage Sale 

It’s that time again...  Time to rearrange a bit, 
clean out a few corners and  get ready for the 
holidays.  Please don’t forget to set aside those 
no longer needed items for our big January 
Rummage Sale.  Remember to “Reduce, Reuse 
& Recycle”.  You will be hearing lots more about 
it, but for now - a few books here, the extra ap-
pliances, tools or toys can all be saved for the 
Rummage Sale. Tell your friends! It’s also time 
to start rooting those plantings for the sale too.  
What a great way to support our Mission Pro-
jects!   Thanks from Evelyn Miller 
 
Save the Date:  January 25, 26, 27, 28, 2017 

Combined Circles  

Christmas Party 

December 6      

 1 pm 

Haley Hall 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi3wdvFuKvQAhVMNiYKHQYeBNoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchristmas-ribbon-images&psig=AFQjCNFxAEjJ1bglFh92lPv5UU9NnkGj6Q&ust=147932261
mailto:tlrader777@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2xeXM27rQAhWOdSYKHbgKBVsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F370491506828145027%2F&bvm=bv.139250283,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFRi84spffRmIbsrQ419xlP_k-RXg&
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P r a y e r  P r o m p t o r s   
Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett with any  special prayer request. Your request will 
be relayed through 60 prayer partners.  Contact her by cell phone at 356-6943 or email 
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 
 
Please lift extra prayers for:   Eddie Aguilera, Enos Allen, Ken Beck, Jane Becker, Arlaine Bower, 

Bobbie Bruce, Sam Caudle, Helen Cihlar, Karen Duffey, Barbara Ellsworth, Tom Evans, Bert 

Hooglander, Susan Keyser, Helen Krotec, Luis Laborde, Revella Lee, Andre Lunsford, Maryalice 

McIntyre,  Ron Olsen, George Pierce, Steven Puhaly, Harry Shannon, Beatty Shipley, Ken Smith, 

Carolyn Thomas, Debbie Utter, Joan Utter, Glenn Woord, Sally Wood, Pat Woodyard 

Also please pray for our military family:  Justin Chivas, Ed Degrenia, Kevin Gifford, Tanner 

Holly,  Joshua Marsh, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, Craig Scott,  Greg Sutton, John Turley, 

Aaron Utter, Dylan Youngblood. 

If you know someone you would like on the Acorn prayer list, or if you wish to be removed, call the 
church office at 924-7756 or email phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 

     PRAYERS….           

Operation Christmas Child 

On All Saints Sunday, October 30, 2016, we remembered these Trinity Members who 

have joined the church triumphant between November, 2015 and October, 2016 

Anna Batch, Dorothy Gifford, Bill Guiducci, Lois Hopkin, Carl Jenkins, Marilyn McGilvery, 

Bob Meadows, Dom Monge, Naomi O’Mahoney, Jack Rall, Jim Shive. 

 

All Saints Day 

Many, many thanks to all of you and your friends who filled 
shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child!  Because of 
your generosity, missionaries will deliver 177 boxes from 
Trinity to children in countries where needed!  This is awe-
some and so rewarding for each of you who participated!  I 
just wish we could see the faces of the children when they 
receive these special boxes! 

Special thanks also to Dwayne Diggs who was a great help in so many ways, and to each of you 
who carried the boxes from the pews and helped load my sister's mini-van after the Dedication    
Service!   I sincerely appreciate all of you. Thank you so much for your participation in this most   
successful mission!! 

Please continue to pray that those small gifts packed with love will bring the light of Jesus to hurting 
children all over the world during the Christmas season.    

-Barbara Hunt  

http://christcommunitychurch.com/blog/tag/operation-christmas-child/
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Yoga Classes at Trinity UMC Sarasota : 
Let us help you grow in health and 
wholeness- Body, Mind, and Spirit! 
 
In our classes, we focus on body 
awareness, breath, correct form and 
posture so we feel better and more 
ALIVE! We focus on faith while having 
fun moving our bodies.  
 

DECEMBER 2016 – no class 12/28 
Yoga Basics -  Wednesdays 8:45 – 10:00   
 Classes are $7 each, Join us for your first 
class for free.   
 
Classes start at 8:45 am and end at 10:00 am. 
The hall is open at 8:30am so please feel free 
to come and get your mat and props set up so 
that we may begin.   
 
Drop-ins are most welcome! 
 
Location: South Gym of Heritage Hall on the 
Trinity United Methodist Church Campus  
 
Certified Fitness Instructor: Jennifer Means 
Contact Jennifer at gloryoga@gmail.com for 
more information.  

Thank you Notes 

GlorYoga 

from Dale Nelson Draughon 

I have just learned from our friend Nancy Har-

ter that you have managed to renovate the 

playground made possible in part with my 

Dad’s gift to Trinity. 

This is wonderful news and I know Dad  would 

be delighted.  

One of my favorite childhood memories was 

during the morning service, before the ser-

mon... He would call all the children to come 

forward for a story.  Sometimes it turned into 

the children telling the story, sometimes he 

surprised us with a different “twist” to a famil-

iar story.  Whichever, it ended with a few 

questions and discussion. Many years later, 

Dad told me that was also one of his favorites 

too.  He was often amazed at the “quality” of 

questions and thoroughly enjoyed listening to 

the little ones. 

Your choices of using Dad’s gift to Trinity have 

been so perfect and I really appreciate your 

thoughtfulness and care of his interests! 

From Mary Ellen & Jim Kelaher - 

My Aunt Naomi O’Mahoney loved the church 

so much and all its members. Thank you so 

much for having a memorial in her honor. She 

always told us how much she loved her church 

and how important it was in her life. 

Our many, many thanks to Phyllis and Bruce 

Landis for keeping us informed.  We hope to 

see them in Tucson.  

Thank you all again for your kindness to my 

Aunt.  We miss her so much 

Jane Becker is home and sends her Thank 

You’s for the visits, calls and cards during 

her hospitalization.  She felt loved and very 

special and is looking forward to being back 

at Church and Pastor’s Bible Study. 

Hope Kids Community 

Hope Kids Community  

presents a Christmas concert with  

Taylor Mathews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, December 9, 7 pm 

Free admission, donations accepted 

Brookside Middle School, 3636 S. Shade Ave. 

mailto:gloryoga@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwia2uSW_7fQAhUK5CYKHWZTADwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thebarryagency.com%2FCollege%2Ftalent%2Ftaylor_mathews.htm&psig=AFQjCNFbl4UMayOe1_cP_IkIPbn_Jwe2iQ&ust=147975
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TGIWednesday  

Battle of the Bands 

Tri-M’s 

Tri-M’s is a group of folks associated with Trinity 
UMC who like to gather for fun, food and fellow-
ship usually on the third weekend of the month.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS..... 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 
AT 6:00 PM....SIESTA HARBOR 
CLUB HOUSE.  Diane Freestone 
and Tom Surprise, Hosts.     WE 
ALWAYS ENJOY THE CHRIST-
MAS LIGHTS AT THE CONDO 
AND LOOKING OUT ON THE 
CANAL, SO YOU DON'T WANT 
TO MISS THIS NIGHT.    

DIANE IS PROVIDING HER      
FAMOUS PULLED PORK, SO 
BRING YOUR CHOICE OF EI-
THER SALAD, VEGETABLE OR 

DESSERT.    NO ASSIGNMENTS THIS MONTH. MERRY 
CHRISTMAS. 

ALSO, BRING A $10 GIFT EXCHANGE GIFT FOR EACH 
YOU.      PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WILL BE AT-
TENDING OR NOT AND IF YOU KNOW, WHAT YOU 
WILL BE BRINGING. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO A FUN=FILLED NIGHT WITH 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY. 

 
Contact Phyllis Pritchett 941/356-6943 or      
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com for details.   

TGIW Dinners 

Every Wednesday at 6 pm. 

Cost is only your donation 

but we need to know if you 

are coming.  Sign up in 

Haley Hall, on Connect 

Card, or call church office 

before noon on Tuesday 

Riverview Madrigal Choir 

On Wednesday, December 14th, the 

Riverview Madrigal Choir will once again 

raise their voices in Song in our Haley Hall 

at 6:30 pm after dinner.   

AARP Smart Driver Classes 

Save the Dates 

February 9 and 10 

Or 

March 2 and 3 

9 am - 12:30 pm 

Battle of the Bands 

on October 22nd 

was Awesome!  A 

love offering of 

$1232 was re-

ceived to benefit 

Day of Hope which will be shared equally 

with First UMC of Sarasota.   

Thank you Omer for putting this event to-

gether.  Trinity X-Claim! and First Church 

Celebration Praise Bands provided ener-

getic and inspiring music all to benefit the 

needy children of our community. 

If you missed it, check out  Trinity UMC 

Sarasota Facebook for videos. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiA26vH3brQAhUGVyYKHfmiDh4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.activecalendar.com%2Fuamont%2Fevent%2Faarp-driver-safety-class-3%2F&bvm=bv.139250283,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFKpH11S5
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiOncat37rQAhXL1CYKHVQbDIMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F534098837030136076%2F&psig=AFQjCNHrAeL0dP9LdLxedQzI2gGFmikqgg&ust=1479848405870949
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQkLbe-bzQAhWC7iYKHYd0AusQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2F24736216%40N07%2F5028433826&bvm=bv.139250283,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEh8YbecTQ3OkCP0UrmT1M5b
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Communion Preparation: 
      9:00 am Service:  Mary Raymond 
 

10:30 am:    Marilyn Williams, Joy Voyles 

 

January 1:  Diane Surprise, Laurie Ward 

 CENTER 

 
Dec. 4 : 
9:00 am:    Phyllis Pritchett 
10:30 am:  Becky Carlin 
 

Dec. 11: 

9:00 am:    Phyllis Pritchett 

10:30 am:  Barbara Hunt 
 

Dec. 18:   

9:00 am:   Phyllis Pritchett 

10:30 am: Jim and Solita Tay 
                             
Dec. 25 - one service at 10 am  Ethel Paki 
 

Jan. 1 - one service at 10 am 

Dec. 4: 
9:00 am:    Mark and Margie Aukland 
10:30 am:  Diane Freestone, Tom Surprise 
 

Dec. 11: 
9:00 am:    Mark and Julie Calmes 
10:30 am:  Jan and John Boardman 
 

Dec. 18:   
9:00 am:   Patty Leathers, George Hoskins 
10:30 am: Diane Freestone, Tom Surprise 
 

Dec. 25 - one Service at 10 am 
                    Anne Riviere, Barbara Jackson 
 
Jan. 1 - one service at 10 am 
 

A c o l y t e s  a n d  C r u c i f e r s :  
Dec. 4:   
Acolytes:  Rebecca Hicks, Ryan Hicks 
Crucifer:   Marguerite Hankins 
 

Dec. 11: 
Acolytes:  Jordan Means 
Crucifer:   Owen Woodyard 
 

Dec. 18:   
Acolytes:   Maren Schwied Addisyn Schwied 
Crucifer:    John Ellsworth 
 

Dec. 25:   

Acolytes:  Joey Tippen 
Crucifer:   Owen Woodyard 

December Liturgist:  George Cook 

Sanctuary Teams: 
Coordinator:   Barbara Smith 351-4219 
 
1st Thursday: Steve Cook, Ethel Paki 
                                Sharon Sanders,  Barbara Smith 
  
2nd Thursday:  Ann Riviere,  Barbara Smith  
                                                      Diane Freestone  
  
3rd Thursday:  Karen McGuirt,   Barbara Smith,                    
                                                          Pru Beishline 
     
4th Thursday:  Charlotte Bryner, Ginny Lints,            
                            Margot Stanton, Barbara Smith 

Advent Wreath Readers 
 

Nov. 27:  1st Sunday in Advent 

9 am:        Rader family 

10:30 am: Becky Carlin, Beth & Alexandria Huber 

 

Dec. 4:     2nd Sunday in Advent 

9 am:        Bert and Susi Hooglander 

10:30 am: Steve and Joan Zickel 

 

Dec. 11:    3rd Sunday in Advent 

9 am:         Towery family 

10:30 am:  Diane Freestone, Tom  Surprise 

 

Dec. 18:     4th Sunday in Advent  

9 am:           Wagler family 

10:30 am:   David and Janet Wyatt 

 

December 24 - one service at 10 am  Hicks family 

 

December 25 - one service at 10 am  Ellsworth family 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=GVk0sXDhbssywM&tbnid=uExpYEENXRHMMM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shilohbaptistchurches.com%2Fgreetersministry.php&ei=fDgXVM3KKum58QH47oDwBA&bvm=bv.75097201,d.cGU&
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Every Sunday:  

9:00 am & 10:30 am 

Worship  

 

9:00 am & 10:30 am 

Adult Small Groups  
 

Nursery Hours 

9 -11:30 a.m. 

 

Promise Kids 

9 - 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

Every Monday:   

 

6:00  am  

Breakfast Group 

at IHOP 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Every Tuesday 
 

 

9:00 am 
Trinity Vocal Band 

 
 

10:15 am  

Program Staff 

 
 

Every Wednesday:  
8:00 am: 40 minutes of hymns, 
a devotion and  communion in 

the Sanctuary  
 

8:45 am GlorYoga 
 
 

11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study 
and Soup lunch in Haley  
4:45 pm Bible Buddies 

 
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus 
6 pm TGIW  Dinner  

6:30 pm Tutoring 

7:00 pm X-Claim Rehearsal 
 

No ESOL Class 
7 pm Wascally Wesleyans  

Every Thursday:  
 

9:00 am 

Sanctuary Team 
 

10:00 am Al Anon, 

Mary Hill Room 

 

2pm Daniel Plan 

 

6:30 pm Young 

Adults Small Group 

 

6:30 pm  

Chancel Choir   

 

 

Every Friday:   

8:00 am 

Breakfast 

Group at Tasty 

Home Cookin’ 
 

11am Book 

Study at  

Der Dutchman 

Sun Porch  

 

Church Office 

Closed  

 

 

 

 

(Other weekly 

small groups  

available -  

 

iTrinity.org 

for more  

information.) 

 
 
 
 
 

    1 2 
 

3  
Decorate the 
Sanctuary for 
Christmas 
8am -11am 
 
Christmas 
Musical   
Rehearsal 
9:30-10:45 
am 

4 Trinity Youth serving 
Pancakes 
Communion 
9:00 am XClaim!  
   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  Traditional  

 

2:30 pm Chancel Choir at 

The Pines 

 

5 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Preschool Board 

6 
 
9 am TVB  
Practice 
 
1 pm  
UMW Christmas 
Party, Haley 
 
5:30 pm Finance 
 
6 pm Trustees 

7   8:00 am: Communion 
 
8:45 am GlorYoga 
11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study & 
Soup lunch in Haley  
4:45 pm Bible Buddies 
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus 
6 pm TGIW  Dinner  

6:30 pm Tutoring 

7:00 pm X-Claim Rehearsal 

8 
 
2 pm Daniel Plan 
 
6:30 pm Young 

Adults Small Group 

 

6:30 pm Chancel 

Choir 

9 
 
 
 

10 
 
9:30 am 
Christmas 
Musical   
Rehearsal 

11  

9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

 

11:45 am SPRT reception 

 

11:45 am 

Youth Group 

12 
 
 
noon 
Preschool Lunch 
with Santa 
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9 am TVB  
Practice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14  8:00 am: Communion 
 
8:45 am GlorYoga 
11 am: Pastor’s Bible Study & 
Soup lunch in Haley  
4:45 pm Bible Buddies 
5:15 pm Kidz Chorus 
6 pm TGIW  Dinner  

6:30 pm Tutoring 

7:00 pm X-Claim Rehearsal 
       and Small Groups 

15 
 
 
2 pm Daniel Plan 
 
6:30 pm Young 

Adults Small Group 
 
 
6:30 pm Chancel 

Choir 

16 

 
17 
 
9:30 am 
Christmas 
Musical  
Rehearsal 
 
6pm 
Tri-M’s 
 

18 

Hope Has Hands 

 

9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

 

 4 pm Youth  

Service Project        

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12 noon: 
Women’s Lunch 

Lift 
 

 

20 
 
9 am TVB  

practice 
 
 

21  
 
8:00 am: Communion 
 
No TGIW Dinner  
 
 
5 pm.  Blue Christmas  
            Worship Service 
 
 

22 

 
 
 

 

6:30 pm 

Chancel Choir 

23  24 
 
5 pm 
Christmas 
Eve  
Worship  
Service  
 

25 Christmas Day 
 
10 am  

       Worship Service 

 

26 
 
 
12 noon: 
Men’s Lunch 
bunch 
 

 

27 
 
 

28 ACORN 
 
8:00 am: Communion 
 
No TGIW Dinner  
 
 

29 30 31 
 

December 2016 
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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP TIMES: 

December 18    Christmas Musical  9 am and 10:30 am 
 
December 21     Blue Christmas  5 pm 
 
 December 24     Christmas Eve  5 pm 
 
December 25     One Service 10 am 
 

 
Trinity  

United Methodist Church 

4150 S. Shade Avenue 

Sarasota, FL 34231 

 

Tel:  941-924-7756 

Fax:  941-922-4986 

 

Email:  trinity@iTrinity.org 

 

www.iTrinity.org 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Closed Friday 

Pastor:  Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia 
Traditional Worship Director:  LaTerry Butler 
Director of X-Claim!:  Jan Potter 
Director Congregational Care:  Tammy Barnett 
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery 
 

Preschool Director: Pam Rader 
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock, Wanda Butler 
Business Administration: Shona Burtner 
Secretary:  Karen Remfrey 
Custodial Staff:  Barbara Smith,  Dwayne Diggs 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church:  Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World 

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page,     
Trinity UMC Sarasota, is the best place for   
reminders, updates and the latest pictures.   

Check out the new Facebook page for Trinity 
Preschool, too.  

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, 
for recordings of the Sunday messages and 
other great info.  

http://www.iTrinity.org

