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Turning Your Flywheel 
By James Emery White. Originally published on the Church and Culture blog  
 

In his book Good to Great, and in a subsequent monograph, Jim 
Collins talks about “turning the flywheel.” His research on com-
panies that went from good to great revealed that there was 
“no single defining action, no grand program, no single killer 
innovation, no solitary lucky break, no miracle moment.”   
 

What did mark the great companies? They kept pushing at 
things as if they were pushing a giant, heavy flywheel. Collins 
writes: 

Pushing with great effort, you get the flywheel to inch for-
ward. You keep pushing, and with persistent effort, you get the flywheel to complete one entire 
turn. You don’t stop. You keep pushing. The flywheel moves a bit faster. Two turns... then 
four... then eight... the flywheel builds momentum... 16... 32... moving faster... a thousand... 
ten thousand... a hundred thousand. Then at some point —breakthrough! The flywheel flies for-
ward with almost unstoppable momentum.  

 

Applying this concept to Amazon, Jeff Bezos and his team determined that their flywheel, that 
which powered their business, was low prices. As Brad Stone outlined in The Everything Store , the 
lower the prices, the more people visited their site. With added customers, you add sales as well 
as third-party sellers. This enabled Amazon to get more out of fixed costs like the fulfillment cen-
ters, not to mention the servers needed to run the website. All this in turn led to even lower pric-
es. “Feed any part of this flywheel, they reasoned, and it should accelerate the loop. ”  
 

So the principle is clear: push the flywheel at the points that power your business, and keep push-
ing.  Over and over and over. 
 

So what is the flywheel for the church? What “business” are we in? Where do we push?  It has 
been the same for two millennia: We are in the business of evangelizing the lost, assimilating the 
evangelized, discipling the assimilated and unleashing the discipled. Yes, we are called to wor-
ship, engage in community and practice the “one-anothers,” serve the poor and so much 
more.  But in terms of mission, the flywheel is clear:  

 

And Collins is right. If we keep pushing at this, over and over, 
making it turn more and more times, at faster and faster rates, 
it becomes unstoppable.  
 

One note: while the flywheel can and should be “pushed” at all 
four junctures, there is – as there are with most flywheels – a 
place to start. If you do not evangelize the lost, you have no one 
to assimilate.  
If you do not assimilate, you have no one to disciple. If you do 
not disciple, you have no one to unleash.    
 

So push the flywheel—just don’t forget that for us, the “low 
prices” of Amazon are the “lost people” of the world. 
 

https://www.churchandculture.org/blog/2020/1/16/turning-your-flywheel
https://www.churchandculture.org/blog/2020/1/16/turning-your-flywheel
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Great-Some-Companies-Others/dp/0066620996/ref=redir_mobile_desktop?_encoding=UTF8&aaxitk=AS71lTxhWTF4PQLGASEY0Q&hsa_cr_id=5727311650801&ref_=sb_s_sparkle_slot
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0062933795/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i2
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Store-Jeff-Bezos-Amazon/dp/0316219282/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1LY9OHTT8ZXQ8&keywords=the+everything+store&qid=1579186735&s=books&sprefix=the+everythin%2Cstripbooks%2C170&sr=1-2
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February 2 
Holy Communion at all services 
Self-Reflection (2 Corinthians 13:5; Lam. 3:40-41) 
 
February 9    
Guest Preachers: Tammy Barnett and Jennifer Means 
God’s Love Story (John 3:16-17) 
 
February 16 
Renewal of Marriage Vows at all services 
Israel Trip Testimonies  
 
February 23 
Imposition of Ashes at all services 
Praying Out Loud (Eph. 6:18; Romans 8:26-28; Luke 11:1) 
 

 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY, February 26 
8:00 am: Service in the Sanctuary 
This service includes singing, a short devotion, prayer, 
imposition of ashes, and Holy Communion. 
 
6:00 pm Service in the Sanctuary  
A simple service of scripture, prayer, and imposition of 
ashes. 

Have you seen the exciting progress on 

the courtyard renovation? Think of all the 

wonderful ways we’ll be able to use this 

beautiful outdoor space and all the ways 

we’ll be sharing it with our neighbors.  

It’s not too late to purchase a brick for the 

courtyard path. You can personalize your 

brick with your name, a scripture verse, 

or an inspirational saying. You could also 

honor or remember a loved one. Forms 

are available in Haley Hall or online at 

our website, http://itrinity.org/give-online/  

Seeking God Sermon Series Continues 

Courtyard Renovation Begins! 

http://itrinity.org/give-online/
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Christmas Music at Trinity  
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Council of Bishops Press Release 

United Methodist Traditionalists, Centrists, Progressives & Bishops sign 
agreement aimed at separation 

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 3, 2020 

 
(Washington, D.C.) - A diverse group of representatives from United Methodist advocacy groups 
with contrasting views and bishops from around the world has collaborated on a proposed agree-
ment for the separation of The United Methodist Church (UMC) that has the unanimous support of 
all the parties involved. 
 
The agreement, the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation, was achieved on De-

cember 17, 2019, and announced today. 
 
The action comes amid heightened tensions in the church over conflicting views related to human 
sexuality after the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference failed to resolve differences 
among church members. 
 
Legislation to implement the Protocol statement — an eight-page document detailing the terms of 
a split of the 13+ million-member denomination — is expected to come before the United Method-
ist General Conference for a vote at their legislative meeting in Minneapolis, Minn. in May 2020. 
 
The 16-member group came together as an outgrowth of a consultation initiated by bishops from 
Central Conferences located outside the United States.  The parties sought assistance from promi-

nent attorney Kenneth Feinberg, who specializes in mediation and alternative dispute resolution. 
Feinberg, who served as Special Master of the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund and 
administrator of the BP Deepwater Horizon Disaster Victim Compensation Fund, along with a 
number of other complex matters, agreed to provide his services pro bono. 
 
Meeting over several months, the unofficial group reached an agreement by signatories associat-
ed with all of the constituencies within the UMC for a mutually supported pathway for separation, 
bridging differences among other plans to be considered by the General Conference.  “The under-
signed propose restructuring The United Methodist Church by separation as the best means to 
resolve our differences, allowing each part of the Church to remain true to its theological under-
standing, while recognizing the dignity, equality, integrity, and respect of every person,” says the 
Protocol Statement. 

 
The document’s signers include representatives from Europe, Africa, the Philippines, and the Unit-
ed States, and include persons representing UMCNext; Mainstream UMC; Uniting Methodists; The 
Confessing Movement; Good News; The Institute on Religion & Democracy; the Wesleyan Cove-
nant Association; Affirmation; Methodist Federation for Social Action; Reconciling Ministries Net-
work; and the United Methodist Queer Clergy Caucus; as well as bishops from the United States 
and across the world.  The representatives have pledged to work together to support the proposal 
and develop legislation to implement it. 
 
The Protocol anticipates the formation of a new traditionalist Methodist denomination. Once 
formed, the new church would receive $25 million over the next four years and give up further 

claim to the UMC’s assets. An additional $2 million would be allocated for potential additional new 
Methodist denominations which may emerge from the UMC. Acknowledging the historical role of 
the Methodist movement in systematic racial violence, exploitation and discrimination, the Protocol 
would allocate $39 million to ensure there is no disruption in supporting ministries for communities 
historically marginalized by racism. 
 
Continued on next page 

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/signed+umc+mediation+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/signed+umc+mediation+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf
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Under the Protocol, conferences and local congregations could vote to separate from The United 
Methodist Church to affiliate with new Methodist denominations created under the agreement with-
in a certain time frame.  Churches wishing to stay within the UMC would not be required to con-
duct a vote. Provisions exist for entities that choose to separate to retain their assets and liabilities.  

All current clergy and lay employees would keep their pensions regardless of the Methodist de-
nomination with which they affiliate. 
 
Under the Protocol, all administrative or judicial processes addressing restrictions in The Book of 
Discipline of The United Methodist related to self-avowed practicing homosexuals or same-sex 
weddings, as well as actions to close churches, would be held in abeyance until the separation is 
completed.  The Protocol also references a plan which calls for a special general conference of the 
post-separation United Methodist Church. The purpose of the Special Session would be to create 
regional conferences, remove the current prohibitions against LGBTQ persons, and to repeal the 
Traditional Plan. 
  
Speaking on behalf of the group, Bishop John Yambasu (Sierra Leone) stated, “All of us are serv-
ants of the church and realize that we are not the primary decision makers on these matters.  In-
stead, we humbly offer to the delegates of the 2020 General Conference the work which we have 
accomplished in the hopes that it will help heal the harms and conflicts within the body of Christ 
and free us to be more effective witnesses to God’s Kingdom.” 
 
The signatories to the Protocol have provided a FAQ document  to provide additional information 
about the agreement. Comments and questions may be directed to the signatories 
at mediationprotocol@outlook.com. 
 
A livestream event will take place on Monday, January 13, at 9:30 am (EST) to provide further 
clarity and explanations of the plan by members of the Mediation Team.  
  
This statement is being released by the Council of Bishops Office on behalf of the Mediation Team 
members. 
 
Members of the Mediation Team 
Bishop Christian Alsted (bishop@umc-ne.org), Nordic-Baltic Episcopal Area 
Rev. Thomas Berlin (tberlin@florisumc.org), representing UMCNext, Mainstream UMC, Uniting    
Methodists 
Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton (bishop@nyac.com), New York Episcopal Area 
Rev. Keith Boyette (president@wesleyancovenant.org), representing The Confessing Movement, 
Good News, IRD/UM Action, and the Wesleyan Covenant Association 
Bishop Kenneth H. Carter (bishop@flumc.org), Florida Episcopal Area 
Rev. Junius Dotson (jdotson@umcdiscipleship.org), representing UMCNext, Mainstream UMC, 
United Methodists 
Bishop LaTrelle Easterling (bishopeasterling@gmail.com), Washington Episcopal Area 
Rev. Egmedio “Jun” Equila, Jr. (jun@brmc.org.sg), Philippines Central Conference 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey (bishop@la-umc.org), Louisiana Episcopal Area 
Bishop Rodolfo Rudy Juan (bishoprudyjuan@gmail.com), Davao Episcopal Area, Philippines 
Janet Lawrence (jan@rmnetwork.org), representing Affirmation, Methodist Federation for Social 
Action, and Reconciling Ministries Network 
Rev. David Meredith (dmeredith@cliftonumc.com), representing Affirmation, Methodist Federa-
tion for Social Action, and Reconciling Ministries Network, member of UM Queer Clergy Caucus 
Patricia Miller (pmiller1224@gmail.com), representing The Confessing Movement, Good News, 
IRD/UM Action, and the Wesleyan Covenant Association 
Dr. Randall Miller (randall4015@hotmail.com), representing Affirmation, Methodist Federation for 
Social Action, and Reconciling Ministries Network 

Council of Bishops Press Release     Page 2 

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-united-methodist-mediation-team-13133711
mailto:mediationprotocol@outlook.com
mailto:bishop@umc-ne.org
mailto:tberlin@florisumc.org
mailto:bishop@nyac.com
mailto:president@wesleyancovenant.org
mailto:bishop@flumc.org
mailto:jdotson@umcdiscipleship.org
mailto:bishopeasterling@gmail.com
mailto:jun@brmc.org.sg
mailto:bishop@la-umc.org
mailto:jan@rmnetwork.org
mailto:dmeredith@cliftonumc.com
mailto:pmiller1224@gmail.com
mailto:randall4015@hotmail.com
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The good folks at The Center for Action & Contemplation and Mile High Ministries in Denver, Colora-
do, have written a beautiful prayer adapted from Walter Brueggemann’s Prayers for a Privileged 
People. It’s hoped it will inspire Christians to pray for their local communities. As per their invitation, 
it’s been adapted for our local community, Sarasota FL. Please feel free to adapt it for other commu-
nities as you feel led.   
 
The prayer may be read in a group with one voice reading the regular print and all voices reading the 
bold print or it may be prayed alone. After the prayer, please pause for silence.  
 
May the movement of the Holy Spirit through these sacred words and silence birth in us a fresh 
movement of compassionate action. – Lisa <><  
 
Loving God, you have set us in families and clans, in cities and neighborhoods. 
Our common life began in a garden, but our destiny lies in the city. 
 
You have placed us in Sarasota. This is our home. 
Your creativity is on display here through the work of human hearts and hands. 
 
We pray for Sarasota today—for the East Side, West Side, North and South. 
For Riverwood, Siesta Key, Pinecraft, Newtown, Palmer Ranch, and the Meadows. 
We pray for our poorest neighbors and for powerful people in offices downtown. 
We pray for people from the ’hood and the barrio, for snow angels and the new urbanites. 
 
We pray for Sarasota’s neighbors: Bradenton, Osprey, Nokomis, Lakewood Ranch, Venice, Myakka,  
and others. 
And for sister cities in Scotland, Mexico, France, Israel, Russia, China, and Switzerland 
—and a thousand other cities connected to our own. 
 
In all our neighborhoods this day there will be crime and callous moneymaking; there will be powerful 
people unable or unwilling to see the vulnerable who are their neighbors. 
There will also be beautiful acts of compassion and creativity in all these places—forgiveness 
and generosity; neighbors working together for a more just community. 
 
Help us see this place as something other than a battleground between us and them, where our im-
aginations are limited by win/lose propositions and endless rivalry. 
Show us a deeper reality, God: Show us your playground, and invite us to play. 
 
Like the city of your dreams, make this a city where those who were once poor enjoy the fruits of 
their labor; 
A place where children are no longer doomed to misfortune, but play safely in the streets un-
der the watchful eyes of caring, healthy adults; 
 
A place where former rivals and natural enemies work and play together in peace; 
And where all people enjoy communion with you.  
We pray in the name of the one who wept over the city, Jesus the Christ. Amen.  
Time of Silence 
 
Adapted from Beyond Our Efforts: A Celebration of Denver Peacemaking (Mile High Ministries: 
2019), 251; and Walter Brueggemann, “This City . . . of God,” Prayers for a Privileged People 
(Abingdon Press: 2010), 157. 

     Prayer for Community         

https://cac.org/
https://www.milehighmin.org/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00AKJYMU0/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00AKJYMU0/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
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Renew your Marriage Vows  

MARRIAGE VOW AFFIRMATION  
                 Sunday,  FEBRUARY 16, 2020 

 
Renew your Marriage Vows at either worship service if you are 
celebrating an anniversary ending in 0 or 5 in  2020 
 
Please complete the form below and return to the church office 

if you would like to be a part of this meaningful service of    

Marriage Covenant Renewal. Registration Deadline is Sunday, 

February 9th  

Please note - We’d like your wedding picture for a slide show during the worship service.  Please 

email a Digital Picture to Karen@iTrinity.org by Sunday, February 9th. Original Print Pictures will 

be returned.   

NAMES:  (as you would like them listed in the bulletin)  

  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Email: __________________________________________________________________ 

   

WEDDING DATE: ______________________________________________ 

WHICH SERVICE WILL YOU ATTEND ON FEB.16
TH

? 

_________9:00 am     ________10:30 am 

52nd Annual Rummage Sale 

At press time the 52nd Annual Rummage Sale was still in full 

swing.  Every indication is that it will be another wonderfully      

successful event in so many ways! 

We could not have this huge event without our awesome, dedicat-
ed volunteers. Special Thanks to the 100 volunteers who worked 
over the 4 days of the Rummage Sale!  And thanks also to the 
many who helped with preparations before the sale, donated items 
for the sale or contributed the goodies for the bake sale and Café.  

 Look for more information on the funds raised and the ways it will 
continue to bless our community in future issues of the Acorn.  

We Still Do 
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Thank you Notes 

Just a note of Thanks to all who participated 

and expressed appreciation for the Chancel 

Choir’s endeavor to bring forth portions of 

Handel’s Messiah this past season. It stands 

to reason that God’s musical Praises spans 

centuries of time!  - LTB 

From Bruce and Phyllis Landis - 

We wish to thank everybody for their prayers 

while Bruce spent 33 days in the hospital 

with pneumonia and other complications. A 

special thanks to all those that sent get well 

& Christmas cards.  It meant a lot to us 

knowing we still had friends in Sarasota, 

most of all at Trinity UMC. We miss every-

one a lot.  Love you all 

Hal wants to thank everyone for their prayers 

and cards while he was getting over his fall.  

He is better and hopes to get back into the 

swing of things. - Margot and Hal Stanton 

Thank you for the cards you have sent to me 

throughout this year.  Each one warmed my 

heart and gave me hope. It’s been quite a 

year! Right now I am rereading cards and the 

messages are so sweet they lift my spirits 

every time I read them.  Thanks too for the 

prayers. I truly believe having the HS at my 

side every day along the way is what made 

this journey bearable.  Love and Prayers for 

each of you,  Janet Headley 

Family Ministries 

Warren Willis Summer Camp 
 
Experience a high-energy, life-changing week 
at one of our seven weeks of classic overnight 
camp. Rising 4th-grade students through re-
cently graduated seniors are invited to jump-
start their faith while making lifelong friend-
ships and unforgettable memories on beautiful 
Lake Griffin.  
 
The cost of camp is $430 but through the gen-
erosity of the Trinity church family full scholar-
ships are available. This year parents and stu-
dents have the option of picking a week that 
fits their family's schedule best. Register 
online or speak with Russ about registration 
and scholarship forms. Some weeks fill up fast 
so it's not too early to make your plans for 
summer camp now. 

Promise Kids 
Sundays, 9:00 am - 10:15 am, Sanctuary/
Heritage Hall 
 
Music and Prayer in the Sanctuary with our 
church family before heading to Heritage Hall 
for games, crafts, Bible stories and Big Ideas. 
 
The Light  
 
Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:45 am, Upstairs 
Youth Room 
 
Youth gathering with breakout groups that 
include Bible study and prayer, student 
praise band practice, and open game room. 

Phil and Carol Harris want to share their new 

address: 

6590 Blue Grosbeak Cir 
Lakewood Ranch FL 34202 
Carol 941-928-4828   
carol.harris.xyz@gmail.com 
Phil 941-321-1370    
14allhhttps://www.flumc.org/

mailto:carol.harris.xyz@gmail.com
mailto:14allhat@gmail.com
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Every Sunday:  
9:00 am & 10:30 am 

Worship  

 

9:00 am & 10:30 am 
Adult Small Groups  

 

Nursery Hours 
9 -11:30 a.m. 

 

Promise Kids 
9 - 10:30 a.m. 

 

The Light (Youth) 
 10:30 am 

 

 

Every Monday:   

 

6:00  am  

Breakfast Group 

at Dennys 

 

4 pm  

Men’s Bible 

Study at Mead-

ows CC 
 

 

 

 
 

Every Tuesday 
 

 
9am 

Trinity Vocal Band 
 

10:30 am  

Program Staff 

 

12:30 pm 

Transforming    

Presence Class 

 

TGIWednesday:  

8 am: 40 minutes of hymns,  

a devotion and  communion  

9 am GlorYoga  

9:30 am Preschool Chapel 

11 am: Bible Study/ Disciple 

New Testament 

4:30 pm Bible Buddies 

5:15 pm Chime Time Team* 

resumes in February 

6:30 pm Ladies Night Out,  

home of Pritchett’s 

7 pm X-Claim Rehearsal 

 

Every Thursday:  
 

 

2pm Daniel Plan 

 

4:15 pm GlorYoga 

 

6pm Thursday 

Evening Group 

 

6:30 pm  

Chancel Choir  

Rehearsals 

 

 

Every Friday:   

8:00 am 

Breakfast 

Group at Tasty 

Home Cookin’ 
 

11am Book 

Study at  

Der Dutchman 

Sun Porch  

 

Church Office 

Closed  

 

(Other weekly 

small groups  

available -  

 

iTrinity.org 

 

for more  

information.) 

 
 
 
 
 

January 26 

9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

1:30 pm  

  Brookdale ALF Worship 

January 27 
 
 

January 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6pm Preschool 
Board meeting 

January 29 

 

January 30 January 31 
 

February 1 
 
 
 

2 
Holy Communion 
9:00 am XClaim!  

10:30 am   

    Traditional  Worship 

11:00 am Family Fun  

1:30 pm 

   Brookdale ALF Worship 

 

3 
10:30am 
UMW Executive 
Board 
 
 
 
6pm 
Leadership  
Council 

4 
 
 
6pm 
Board of Trustees 

5 
TGIWednesday Schedule 
(see above) 
 
 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

7 
 
 

8 
 
10am 
UMWomen 
Combined 
Circles Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

1:30 pm  

  Brookdale ALF Worship 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
TGIWednesday Schedule 
(see above) 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
Preschool Pancake 
Breakfast 
 

 

 

 

14 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 Vow Renewal Sunday 

9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am  

       Traditional Worship 

1:30 pm 

   Brookdale ALF Worship 

17 
President’s Day 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
11:30 am Ladies 
Lunch Lift 
 
 

18 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
TGIWednesday Schedule 
(see above) 
 
 
*5:15 pm Chime Time   
Rehearsals resume  
 

20 

 
 
 

 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 
 

23 
9:00 am XClaim!  

   Contemporary  Worship 

10:30 am   

       Traditional Worship 

1:30 pm 

   Brookdale ALF Worship 

 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
noon 
Men’s Lunch 
Bunch 

25 
 
10am 
Arts & Crafts Group 
 
 
 
 
 

26 ASH WENESDAY 
 
8 am  
Ash Wednesday Service 
 
 
6pm  
Ash Wednesday Service 

27 

 

 

 

28 

 

29 
8:30 am - noon 
Leadership 
Council 
 

February 2020 

AARP Safe Drivers Class      

9 am - 12:30 pm 

AARP Safe Drivers Class      

9 am - 12:30 pm 

AARP Safe Drivers Class      

9 am - 12:30 pm 
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P r a y e r  P r o m p t o r s   

Please contact the Coordinator, Phyllis Pritchett, with any  special prayer request. Your request will 
be relayed through 60 prayer partners.  Contact her by cell phone at 941/356-6943 or email 
phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 

 

Please lift extra prayers for:  Eddie Aguilera, Kay Anthofer, Ken Birt, Pat Birt, Bob Booth, Jean 

Caudle, Louise Cowles, Char Craver, Becki Creighton, Octavia Cross, Bud Duffey, Karen Duffey,  

John Ellsworth, Janet Headley, Brenda Lee Hickman, Bert Hooglander, Barbara Jackson, Linda 

Kistler, Gina and Luis Laborde,  Henry Lee, Maryalice McIntyre, Kai Nash, Walt O’Loughlin, Lois 

Olmstead, George Pierce, Phyllis Pritchett, Rob Purser, Goldie Reed, Barbara Smith, Evan Smith, 

Tonya Smith, Bob Starnes, Donna Starnes, Hal Stanton, Sandy Thayer, Carolyn Thomas,         

Kara Voyles, Bill Watson, Ron Williams, Pat Woodyard. 

 
Our prayers are with the family and friends of Bill Baker. A Memorial Service was held on 
January 19th. 

 

Our prayers are with the family and friend of Betty Royston who died on January 3, 2020  A 
private funeral was held on January 17th.  

 

Also please pray for our military family:  Justin Chivas, Tanner Holly,  Gunnar Kral, Joshua 
Marsh, Dylan Mitchell, Eric Neumeier, May-Ree Neumeier, Brandon Oberkamp, Audrey Santana, 
Craig Scott, Greg Sutton, Aaron Utter, Devin Voyles, Dylan Youngblood. 

 

If you know someone you would like to be put on the Acorn prayer list, or if you wish to be removed, 
call the church office at 924-7756 or email  phyllispritchett@hotmail.com 

     PRAYERS….           

January 26 
9:00 am:    Mary Raymond, Deb Martin 
10:30 am:   Joy Jones 
   Welcome Center: Ethel Paki 
   Crucifer:  Mike Ray 
 

February 2: 
9:00 am:     Mark and Margie Aukland 
10:30 am:   Carroll Hatfield, Lisa Hatfield 
   Welcome Center: Emily Beck 
   Crucifer:  Carly Ellsworth 

 

February 9 
9:00 am:  Bev and Omer Quesnel 
10:30 am:  Jan Robertson, Tom Robertson 
   Welcome Center: Barbara Hunt 
   Crucifer:  Owen Woodyard 
 
 

February 16 
9:00 am:  Patty Leathers, George Hoskins 
10:30 am:  Joy Voyles, Jerry Voyles 
   Welcome Center: Ethel Paki 
   Crucifer:  Marguerite Hankins 
 

February 23: 
9:00 am:  Mary Raymond, Deb Martin 
10:30 am: Joy Moyer, Lee Moyer 
   Welcome Center: Jim and Solita Tay 
   Crucifer:  Mike Ray 
                    
                

February Liturgist:  Dave Masterson 

Communion Prep:  

 9 am: Bev & Omer Quesnel 

 10:30 am:  Joy Voyles 

If you would like to sponsor the Altar Flowers 

for a Sunday worship service, please see sign-

up sheet on table in back of Sanctuary.  Cost is 

$45 and you may take the flowers home with 

you at the end of the Service. 

2020 Altar Flowers 

Chime Time Team 

Chime Time team to begin rehearsals 
again on  Wednesday February 19th at 
5:15pm in Sanctuary  
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Hospitality Team 

THRIVE! 

Finance Team 

Membership Secretary 

Happy New Year!  Hope you had a wonderful 

holiday season.   I have been appointed Chair 

of the Hospitality Team. 

The Coffee Hour is in need of hosts. A new 

sign-up sheet will be out for February and we 

will ask members to sign up for goodies be-

tween the 2 services, at 10 am. 

Pre-service fruit and a small amount of 

sweets will be available in Haley for early ar-

rivers and visitors.  I am asking small groups 

to discuss taking a turn at being our Coffee 

Hour Hosts.  This is a great way to greet one 

another and talk about your small group! 

I will also be seeking help from small groups 

and individuals for special celebrations.   

If you have never been a Coffee Hour Host, 

it’s easy and a great way to serve.  Just let 

me know of your interest and I’ll be able to fill 

you in on everything you need to know.  

Thank you for helping out!  

Pam Rader 941-374-0506 

psrade@verizon.net  

Local Church Leadership Event 

Save the Date!   

Saturday, March 14, 2020, Edgewater 

UMC Port Charlotte.  

Open to all - providing information, inspira-

tion and training.  Registration and descrip-

tion of available workshops coming soon. 

Has your contact information changed?  

If so please let us know so our records can 

be updated. We want to be able to keep in 

touch with you so we can share news about 

everything that’s going on at Trinity!  

Thank you.  

Nancy Smith  

Membership Secretary  

nancy@iTrinity.org or call Church office  

on Tuesdays 
 
If you would prefer to receive the Acorn 
Newsletter via email, just send an email to 
Karen@iTrinity.org 

We received by mail a distribution check from 

a retirement account via Bank of America, that 

did not include the name of the contributor. If  

this came from you and would like it to be re-

flected on the annual giving statement, please 

contact Jack in the church office.  941/924-

7756 ext 153 or Jack@iTrinity.org 

TUMC DOLLARS AND CENTS 
(does not include designated funds) 

 
January - December income    $459,699 
   (includes giving made by some members in 
advance) 
 
January - December spending   $427,925 
 
100% ($41,908) of apportionments paid for 
2019. 
 
Update: As of December 31, our operating ex-
penses are less than our operating income by 
$31,774. 
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Safe Drivers Classes 

CONFESSIONS OF AN OLD DRIVER 
 
Have you reached the senior age of 55 or did that happen 30 years ago like it did for me? 
Aging has and will continue to change things in my daily living and in driving my car.  I now have 
hearing aids and a pacemaker, wear glasses, pain in every joint, take a dozen pills every day, forget 
addresses, phone numbers and things on the calendar and I don’t think or react as fast…... and these 
affect my driving. 
 
I'm not as good a driver as I once was but I'M A SMARTER DRIVER TODAY.  I've learned  much 
through experience, some the hard way, but after teaching the AARP Smart Driving Class about 60   
times, I've learned a lot and changed a lot in my driving. For example- 
 I can't get involved in conversations with passengers because I forget where I'm going. 
 Don’t see as well at night, so I’ve reduced driving when it's dark. 
 Spent the extra money to get the latest safety technology with our new car. It’s worth it! 
 Learned that I am the least safe driving when I am LATE! 
 Patience in driving generates safety. I’ve become more patient with other drivers who______!!! 
 We use the GPS a lot so we get into the correct lane for making turns. 
 Notice I said “WE” above? My wife's eyes, ears and warnings help me greatly. Please do all you 

can to make the person in the passenger's seat NOT be the enemy but be the vehicle's co-pilot to 
help you fly the plane safely. 

 
Have I convinced you that getting smarter could make you a better driver? 
Taking the AARP Smart Driving class has a guarantee-if you end up no smarter, you get your money 
back!  I really believe that most of us seniors think we're better drivers today than we ever were and 
better than most drivers we encounter on the roads. Taking the six hour Smart Drivers Class gives us 
is reliable proven information to help us judge driving-ours and others (like your spouse's). 
     By Lee Moyer-Trinity Church member-Volunteer AARP Smart Driver Instructor 
 
             INFORMATION TO REGISTER FOR THE SMART DRIVING CLASS 
 
This six hour class (2-3 hour sessions) incorporates individual workbooks, interactive video and class 
discussion. There is no final test or examination required, but you must be present for all 6 hours. The 
only cost is for materials which is $15.00 for AARP members (membership # required) and $20.00 for 
non-members. Since there is a class size limit and is being made available to all residents of Sara-
sota, advance registration is required. This may be done by calling Lee Moyer at 484-374-3806. 
 
Here in Haley Hall 9 AM to 12:30 PM each day on Feb. 6-7, 17-18 and March 20 & 27 
 
In addition to a possible 5% reduction on car insurance premiums (over age 55) the workshop will re-
view Florida traffic laws, photo-enforced traffic lights, ways to overcome age-related driving issues 
and suggest standards for judging driving competence.   
 
Those who took the course more than two years ago should renew now since it is is required every 
three years for insurance discounts to continue. Any church member who does not qualify for the in-
surance reduction or is under 55 may take the class free but must register. 
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United Methodist Women 

ALL UMW CIRCLES SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday Feb. 8th 10 am Haley Hall. Combined Circles meeting.   All 3 circles, and at Large members 
encouraged to attend.  Love & Friendship is the theme with a program by Joy Voyles,  There will be re-
freshments, music and new pink binder sheets will be given out.   A special welcome to recent new 
members: Ruth Jackson and Janene Young.  Announcing new Persis Circle co-leaders: Deb Martin & 
Cathy Tjaden  and new Executive Board members, Nancy Smith and Joann Rall.  
 
Women who are not members of UMW...a special invitation for you to attend Feb. 8th.  Come enjoy 
wonderful fellowship and see all the ways UMW is in mission for women, children and youth!   
(maybe a small copy of my heart graphic invitation here?) 
 
**Start saving loose coins for our Coins for Children Campaign which we will be collecting February – 
May and give proceeds to missions that serve children locally. We welcome all church members to do-
nate coins...the donation box will be in Haley Hall til May.  
 
2,000 Candy Filled Holiday Stockings – Christmas 2019  
In December, over 2,000 Candy Filled Holiday Stockings were given away to children and residents of 
the following places – 
400 to Mission Peniel, in Immokalee – a Ministry of Peace River Presbytery 

400 to Beth-el Mission, in Wimauma - A Farmworker Ministry 

800 to Booker Middle Students 

200 to Church of the Palms Food Pantry Recipients 

100 Distributed by the Sarasota Police Dept 

100 Distributed by the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office 

All of this comes from funds, felt stockings and candy treats donated by 

Church of the Palms, St. Boniface Episcopal,  

Trinity Sarasota United Methodist Women, 

Palm Aire Women’s Club and other kind individuals  

Brothers and Sisters Doing the Right Thing is a non-profit 501 © 3 

Registered with the State of Florida - located in Sarasota, Florida   

Trinity UMW donated 100 stockings to this outreach. Special thanks to ladies who sewed felt stockings 
and helped stuff and prepare them with candy that was purchased by the Unit.  We also thank persons 
who donated about 50 children's books which we gave to this organization that gives them to children 
who have no books at home. 
 
UMW thank you:  
 
Thanks to these people for helping decorate Haley Hall for the holidays:  
   Getting the boxes down from storage: Russ Towery and his two boys,   
   Putting up: Nancy Masterson, Janene Young, Beatty Shipley, Sandy Thayer, Lisa Hatfield, Evelyn 
Miller, Carol Harris, Angel & Angelica Lindquist, Sherrill Carr  
   Taking down: Laurie Ward, Evelyn Miller, Lisa Hatfield, Sherrill Carr   
   Putting boxes away for us: Dwayne Diggs 
 
Thanks to the team planning and serving at the Feb. 8th event: 
    Joy Voyles, Ruby Cook, Laurie Ward, Ginny Lints and daughter Cindy, Beatty Shipley, Lucy Athas, 
Sandy Thayer, Nancy Masterson, Barb Hunt, Cathy Tjaden, Deb Martin, Karen Remfrey, Sherrill Carr  

Cont’d on  next page  
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United Methodist Women (cont’d from previous page) 

UMW meetings coming up! 
 
UMW Executive Board meetings: Monday Feb. 3  and Monday March 2...both at 10:30 am in Ha-
ley Hall 
No individual circle meetings in Feb. due to combined Feb. 8th gathering. 
March Circle meetings:  Hannah: Monday March 9, 1 pm at Carol Harris' home 
                                       Ruth Circle Tuesday March 10 10 am in Haley Hall 
                                       Persis Circle Tuesday March 10 6:30 pm in Wesley Room  
*Note: we observe our annual Prayer and Self Denial offering in the March Circle meetings.  
 
 
2020 Florida Conference Women's Retreat.  A relaxing weekend where for a short time, step 
away from everything and spend a quite and glorious time celebrating Christ with your sis-
ters.    February 28- March 1 in Leesburg.   For  more information or to register please contact 
Jennifer McCullough by calling (352) 901-6258 or by email jen@wwumccc.org  
 
SAVE THE DATE!  Saturday April 18th 3 pm.  Spring Tea and Fashion Show in Haley 
Hall.  Beautiful tea tables, special refreshments, and lovely fashions. More information in the next 
Acorn.   
 
 
Rummage Sale news: 
By time you are reading this, our Annual Rummage Sale will be over.  We will be reporting results 
of proceeds and what missions we will be donating to but we could not do this huge sale without 
the awesome leadership of Rummage Sale Coordinator: Evelyn Miller and many, many volun-
teers.   
Special thanks to the following:  
    People who set up all the tables in Heritage Hall in preparation for the annual Rummage Sale:  
         Trent, Pam, Taylor Rader, Phillip Jorgensen, Julie & Eric Odenweller, Ed & Lisa Degrenia, 
Wendall & Phyllis Pritchett, Jennifer, Jordan & Jason Means 
    The  97 volunteers who sorted/priced/helped before the sale and worked during the sale.  Their 
names are posted in Haley Hall! 
    Those of you who donated so much stuff!!  Amazing!!  

Glory Happenings  

Finding The Divine in Everyday Places  By Kaitlin B. Curtice 

The author shares meditations on a variety of situations where she has encountered God in the 

everyday.  Kaitlin is a young wife, mother and writer who shares the Glory found in the wisdom of 

small children, the miracle of growing plants, the fellowship of believers, and God’s word, to name a 

few. 

 Each meditation is followed by a beautiful prayer.  The desire to know God and experience his 

presence fully is expressed with wonder and honesty.  The writing is inspiring and the words 

blessed my soul.  You will find Glory Happenings on the UMW bookcase in Haley Hall.   

Book Review 

mailto:jen@wwumccc.org


 

15 

February Birthdays 

February Anniversaries 

Cindy Jorgensen   2/2 

Jordan Means     2/4 

Rebecca Hicks    2/5 

Anne Riviere     2/5 

Amanda Wagler    2/5 

Kayla Wagler    2/5 

Joan Zickel        2/5 

Sherrill Carr      2/9 

Barbara Smith     2/9 

Glenn Wood        2/11 

Maren Schwied    2/13 

Joseph Tippen    2/14 

Curt Eskew Jr.    2/15 

Stephen Hunt         2/16 

Bill Elam                    2/17 

Colleen Logan     2/17 

Bev Packer      2/17 

Gunnar Kral      2/21 

Zachariah Liller    2/21 

Marla Wagler    2/22 

Diane Freestone   2/22 

Marg MacLaughlan  2/24 

Tim Barnett      2/28 

Henry & Marla Wagler   2/1 

George & Gail Thornton 2/7 

Baptisms in December 

Connie Wallace and family 

Baby Eleanor Rose Carr & family 

Praise the Lord! 

We celebrated three baptisms Sunday, 
December 29

th
 -Connie Wallace, Eleanor 

Rose Carr, and Margaret Henry. 

 We baptize persons of all ages. If you’d 
like to be baptized, please contact the 
church office. (941-924-7756) 
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Trinity  

United Methodist Church 

4150 S. Shade Avenue 

Sarasota, FL 34231 

 

Tel:  941-924-7756 

Fax:  941-922-4986 

 

Email:  trinity@iTrinity.org 

 

www.iTrinity.org 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Closed Friday 

Pastor:  Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia 
Traditional Worship Director:  LaTerry Butler 
Contemporary Worship Director:  Trevor Pike 
Sound Board:  Mark Anthofer 
Care Ministry Director:  Tee Ormiston 
Director of Children/Youth Ministry: Russell Towery 
Nursery Coordinator:  Gennie Gyurica  

Preschool Director: Pam Rader 
Preschool Teachers: Glenna Schrock,  
                                  Wanda Butler, Brooke Brayton  
Business Administration: Jack Hundley 
Secretary:  Karen Remfrey 
Custodian:  Dwayne Diggs 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church:  Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World 

Stay Connected – Our Facebook page is the best place for reminders, updates and the latest pictures.   

Check out the new Facebook page for Trinity Preschool, too.  

Head to the church website, www.iTrinity.org, for recordings of the Sunday messages and other great info.  

http://www.iTrinity.org

